
HOUSE... No. IG7.

House of Representatives, April 13, 1848.

The Committee on Education, to whom were referred sundry
petitions, for the regulation of Bowling Saloons, have consid-
ered the same, and report as follows;

In the opinion of the committee, any legislation upon the sub-
ject which they were charged by the two houses to consider,
is unnecessary, because the present statutes, as construed by
the supreme judicial court, are sufficiently ample for the pur-
poses of the petitioners. There may be evils connected with
bowling saloons, which all good citizens would desire to have
suppressed; but we think it would be unwise to superadd laws
to those which now exist, and which, if strictly enforced, would
close every public bowling saloon in this Commonwealth.

The ninth section of the forty-seventh Chaper of the Revised
Statutes provides, that “no innholder or common victualler,
shall have, &c., any dice, cards, bowls, billiards, quoits, or
other implements used in gaming; nor shall suffer any person
resorting thither to use or exercise any of said games, or any
other unlawful game or sport, within his said premises, on pain
of forfeiting ten dollars for each offence.

Sect. 10th of the same chapter provides, that every person
convicted of using or exercising any of the games aforesaid, in
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or about any such house or building of an innholder or com-
mon victualler, shall forfeit ten dollars.

In the 17th section of the 50th Chapter of the Revised Stat-
utes, it is enacted, that if any person, not licensed as an inn-
holder, &c., shall keep, or suffer to be kept, in any house, &c.,
any tables for the purpose of playing at billiards, for hire, gain,
or reward, or suffer any person to resort to the same, for the
purpose of playing at billiards, cards or dice, or any other un-
lawful game, every person so offending shall, for every such
offence, forfeit a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, to the
use of the town where this offence shall have been committed,
and shall further recognize, &c.

The question has arisen in this Commonwealth, whether
“bowls” is an unlawful game, the playing at which is punish-
able by the provisions of this section. Fortunately, that ques-
tion has been put at rest by the supreme court of this state. In
an opinion, 'published in the third volume of Metcalf’s Re-
ports,* the section last cited is declared to embrace the game
of “bowls” as an unlawful game, when permitted for “hire,”
“ gain,” or “reward.”

The committee, therefore, are of opinion, that it is inexpedient
to legislate upon the subject embraced in the petitions referred
to their consideration.

For the Committee,

SAMUEL WARNER, Jk.
* Commonwealth vs. Coding, 3 Met., p. 130.


