
HOUSE No. 207.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in General Court assem-
bled :

Lamira Chase, of Fall River, in the county ofBristol, in said
Commonwealth, respectfully represents : That, by diligent la-
bor, in house-work and at sewing, she has been enabled hith-
erto to support herself in sickness and in health; and that,
previous to the first day of May last past, by the practice of very
strict economy, she had saved, from the small wages which the
customs of society allow to female labor, the sum of four hun-
dred dollars, which she put at interest, in the hands of a friend.
This came to the knowledge of the assessors, and she was
taxed the sum of two dollars and thirty-seven cents. She is in-
formed, that the assessors were obliged, by the provision of
law, and by their oaths and affirmations, to make that assess-
ment, and she believes this is so; but, she is also informed, that
there are express provisions of law, exempting the household
furniture of every person, not exceeding in value one thousand
dollars, wearing apparel, farming utensils, mechanics’ tools, all
mules, horses, and neat cattle, less than one year old, and all
swine and sheep, less than six months old. And as each one
of the assessors, who joined in the assessment of this pittance
of her earnings, had, probably, a much larger amount of prop-
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erty thus specially exempted from taxation, it appeared to her
that, although, as assessors, they felt bound to make this assess-
ment, yet, as men, they would rejoice to have these special ex-
emptions abolished. And as, by the practical operation of these
exemptions, many thousands of poor and industrious persons
have the like injustice done to them every year, your memori-
alist prays that the provisions of law, making theabove-named
special exemptions, may be repealed, and that the law be so
amended, that every person be permitted to hold property, of
whatsoever kind, to an equal amount, exempted from taxation.
And, as in duty bound, will pray.

Fall River. 4th month 24th, 1848.

LAMIRA CHASE.


