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Adjutant General’s Office,
January ith, 1849. \

To the Honorable the Speaker and House of Representatives:

The undersigned has the honor to represent, that, in conse-
quence of some oversight, the annual appropriation for the
Adjutant General’s and Quarter Master’s Department failed to
be passed at the last session of the Legislature.

It was necessary to have recourse to temporary and incon-
venient expedients to obtain funds to meet the liabilities and
sustain the good faith of the Commonwealth. The under-
signed, therefore, respectfully requests your honorable body to
give addition to the subject, at the earliest moment, in order to
relieve this department from the embarrassment resulting from
the omission alluded to.

A copy ol the estimates forwarded to the Legislature of last
year, and acted noon by them partially, is herewith transmit-
ted as the best that can be furnished for your consideration.

GEO. H. DEYEREUX,
Adj. and Acting Quarter Master Gen'l.

I have the honor to remain, with the highest respect

(CommoutotalUj of iHaßsadjucetts.
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Adjt. and Act’g Qr. Master Gen.’s Office, Boston, }

March 13th, 1848, \

To the Honorable Senate, and House of Representatives:

The undersigned has the honor to present to your considera-
tion the annexed estimate of the expenditures of this depart-
ment for the current year. They are founded upon the esti-
mates of my predecessor in this office, and his assurances that
the requisitions for the present year will be, in all probability,
very nearly the same as for the past. I have considered that a
calculation, based upon these data, would be much safer than
any that could be founded upon my own brief experience. I
add, however, to the amounts necessary to meet the ordinary
current expenses, an estimate for the special purpose of putting
into repair a portion of the muskets in the arsenal.

Many companies having been disbanded within a few years
past, their arms have been returned to the State in various con-
ditions, but nearly all requiring careful inspection, and more or
less of cleaning and repairs. The usual exchanges granted to
companies, still on foot, have also gone to increase this quantity
of muskets, issued and returned again, till, they now amount to
between one and two thousand. Whatever may be the final
disposition made of these guns, whether they should be sold, or
retained in the arsenal, or ro-issued to the militia of the State, —

it is absolutely necessary that they should be examined, cleaned,
and repaired, unless the wasteful course should be adopted, of
selling them off, at hazard, as damaged and unmerchantable
articles. The single workman, employed constantly at the
arsenal, is barely able to keep up with the daily and regular
business of his place, and special measures are necessary to

provide for this accumulated task. It would seem to be true
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economy lo make provision for it, and that, too, this present
year, inasmuch as they must be constantly depreciating, and
the difficulty and cost of restoring them increasing every day,
while they remain in their present state.

The estimate for salutes, escort, and music, is also raised
from $BOO, the amount for last year, to the sum of $1,200,
upon the supposition that the expenditures, upon the occasion
of the eulogy soon to be delivered in honor of the memory of
the Hon. John Quincy Adams, will swell the annual expenses
by at least that amount. The appropriation asked for will
then stand as follows

For repairs of gun-carriages, . . $2OO 00
“ “ harnesses, . . 200 00
“ “ implements, . . 200 00

Powder for artillery companies, . . 300 00
Cannot-shot, .

. .
. 200 00

Carting ordnance and ordnance stores, , 200 00
Salutes, escort, and music, . . 1,200 00
Musical instruments, . . . 200 00
Cleaning and repairing muskets, pay of

keeper of arsenal, . .
. 550 00

Cleaning and repairing returned muskets
and rifles now on hand, .

. 300 00
Contingencies, .

.

.
. 150 00

$3,700 00

On the first day of March, there remained, of last year’s funds,
on hand, the sum of six hundred and fifty dollars and seventy-
throe cents. The chief part of this sum will be absorbed by
the outstanding claims then unliquidated, and some expendi-
tures already incurred in the funeral ceremonies that have been
recently celebrated in this city and the town of Quincy.

1 have the honor to remain,

With the highest respect,
Your obedient servant,

GEO. H. DEVEREUX,
Adj. and Act. Q,r. Mast. Gen.




