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Secretary’s Office; Boston, Jan. 8, 1849.

To Hon. F. B. Crowninshield, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives :

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to you, for the informa-
tion of the two Houses, the Annual Report of the expenses of
this office, required by the Resolve of 1819, chapter 268.

With high respect,

Your obed’t serv’t,

W. B. CALHOUN.

(TommontairaUt) of
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Secretary’s Office, Boston,
January s(h, 1849. $

To the Honorable Senate
,

and House of Representatives:

The Secretary of the Commonwealth is required, by a Re-
solve, passed February 20th, 1819, “ to make out an account,
to the first of January in each year, specifying the amount of
salaries and allowances made, the number of clerks employed,
their names, the periods of service, the amount allowed them,
with all expenses of the officeand to report the same to the
Legislature.

In compliance with this provision of law, the Secretary pre-
sents the following report;—

The amount of fees received by the Secretary, is $291 78
Amount from the Commonwealth’s Treasury, . 1,262 561,262 56

$1,554 34Total of salary, from January 13th,

The first clerk, under the Resolve of 1846, chap. 217, has
received $1,200.

The second clerk, under the Resolve of 1845, chap. 113, has
received $l,OOO.

The Secretary is authorized, by a Resolve, passed April 24,
1838, to employ, from time to time, such clerical assistance, in
addition to the permanent clerks, as may be necessary for the
despatch of the public business. By the Revised Statutes,

Coimnoiitoralttj of jHassactmsttts.
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chapter 13, section 13, assistant clerks are to receive a com-
pensation not exceeding the rate of $9OO a year.

The names, periods of service, and amount of compensation
of assistant clerks, employed within the past year, are as fol-
lows, viz. :

Samuel C. Thacher, 1 year, . . . $9OO 00
William F. Clark, 313 days, 1 night, . . 787 50
Edward Stearns, 308 days, . . . 770 00
Thomas Campbell, 313 days, 1 night, . . 790 00
William Palfrey, 313 days, . . . 587 00
George Burrill, 85 days, .... 212 50
William H. Hooper, 22 days, 1| nights, . . 67 50
Allen W. Dodge, 33 days, . . . 82 50
Charles Colburn, 8 days, . . . . 20 00

$4,217 00

The extra clerk hire was occasioned as follows, principally
estimated, viz.

By examinations of Revolutionary Rolls,
“ Registration of Births, &c.,
“ preparing Transactions of Agricultural Socie-

$7BO 00
526 00

ties, 82 50
40 5011 Report on Returns of District Attorneys,

‘ Chronological Table to the volumes of Ar-
chives, 980 00

1,808 00ordinary business of office,

$4,217 00

The postage bills of the government, for the year past, have
amounted to $523 06.

The expense of stationery is estimated, as heretofore at
$4OO.

The bills for stationery include what is furnished to the
Executive Council, and to the Legislature and the Committees.
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The licenses to pedlers issued the past year are as follows,
viz.:—

21 state licenses,
412 county do.
204 town do.

$2,100 00
728 00
584 00

The whole amount, $3,412 00

Which has been paid into the Treasury,

Under the authority of the Resolve of 1846, chap. 35, the
deficiencies in the ancient records of the Commonwealth con-
tinue to be supplied, in a very satisfactory manner, by the
gentleman originally designated for that service, Mr. Robert
Lemon, a chief clerk in one of the public offices in London.
He has transmitted, during the past year, 2,739 folio pages of
manuscript copy, from the transcripts of the records sent to
England by the colonial and provincial governments.

The undersigned respectfully calls the attention of the Leg-
islature to the subject of the State Map, and to the means for
its improvement under the provisions of the act of 1846, chap.
241. In practice, the provisions of this law are found to be
greatly inadequate for the purpose intended; some requirement
is necessary, to obtain, through a suitable officer of the gov-
ernment, at regular periods, an accurate delineation of changes
in the topography of the Commonwealth. The Secretary is
informed, by the engraver of the map, that the plates need to
be repaired; a small amount appropriated to this purpose may
secure them from becoming, as they soon will become, without
repair, entirely unavailable.

The Resolve of 1846, chap. 50, provides for the distribution
of a specific number of copies of the map Li among literary
and scientific institutions, and to men of science in other states
or countries.” That number has long been exhausted. The
applications for the map, which are not unfrequently made
from abroad, as well as from various parts of our own country,
and the courtesy which is indispensable in the intercourse of
the Executive, render it desirable that the provision referred
to, of the Resolve of 1846, should be renewed.
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The efforts, which have been made for several years, to
arrange the immense mass of documents deposited in this de-
partment, relating to the history of the Commonwealth, have
resulted in placing these ancient records in a form easily acces-
sible, but yet not in bringing them so fully to light as is desira-
ble. An analytical index of the whole, with a faithful and
intelligent regard to the proper connection of the documents
and papers, would, if printed, open treasures of historical
knowledge to the people of the Commonwealth, and to the
intelligent everywhere.

It may not be inappropriate here to refer, as my predecessor
heretofore has done, to “ certain writings called the 1 Hutchinson
Papers,’ ” which were formerly in this office, but are now in the
library of the Massachusetts Historical Society. There is not
to be found any sufficient authority by which a transfer of
those papers was made. If the analytical index recommended
should be authorized, it will be important to regain the posses-
sion of those papers.

Mr. 'Vattemare, the liberal and intelligent agent of the Com-
monwealth for foreign exchanges of books, <fcc., continues to
supply the library with valuable contributions in literature,
science, and art. The usual allowance of $3OO to Mr. Vatte-
marc, which was commenced in 1845, was, the last year, acci-
dentally omitted.

Mr. Vattemare has recently transmitted to this department,
for the Legislature, a case of medals, in gold, silver, and
bronze, entrusted to him for this purpose by “his Holiness the
lope. Ihe case contains six medals of finished workman-
ship. I hese medals arc in return for books transmitted to the
Pope by Mr. Vattemare, in the name of the Commonwealth,
particularly the volumes of the Geological Survey.

During the past year, by direction of his excellency the Gov-
ernor, under the Resolve of 1847, chap. 97, (lie undersigned
has collated and published the special acts of the Common-
wealth, passed subsequently to the year 1837, in a single vol-
ume of 1,100 pages, forming the eighth volume of the Special
Laws. Heretofore, this service has been performed by commis-
sioners appointed for the purpose. It appearing to the under-



[Jan. ’49.]() SECRETARY’S REPORT.

signed appropriately within the duties of this office, the service
has been performed accordingly, and the expense of a commis-
sioner has thus been saved to the Commonwealth.

During the past year, there have been the usual interchanges
of books, &c., with the several states of the Union, and a large
number of volumes, received at this department, have been
deposited in the State library.

Respectfully submitted,

W. B. CALHOUN, Secretary.






