
HOUSE....No. 19.

RESOLVES

Concerning the Extension of Slavery.

Resolved , That, when the Constitution of the United States
was framed and adopted, it was well understood, by all who
participated in that compact, that no efforts should ever be
made, by the slave-holding States, to extend their peculiar insti-
tution, but that its gradual and final removal was an object
contemplated with faith and hope by the patriotism and philan-
thropy of the south as well as of the north.

Resolved. That, on the strength of assurances given by the
slave-holding States to this effect, the free States entered into
their obligations under the Constitution.

Resolved, That the avowed determination of the slave-holding
States to extend the area of slavery is, therefore, a violation of
the sacred compromises of the Constitution ; and that the de-
termination of the people of Massachusetts, to resist the exten-
sion of slavery, is entirely consistent with the sentiments that
prevailed, and the arrangements that were made, in framing the
urnpact upon which the American Union was founded.
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Resolved, That, as Massachusetts bore a conspicuous and re-
sponsible part in establishing the union of these States, upon the
understanding above mentioned, it is her high and peculiar
duty, while she is faithful to the engagements into which the
free States then entered, under her lead, to hold the slave States
to the pledges they gave, in the ordinance of 1787, and in the
debates and deliberations that resulted in the adoption of the
Constitution, to relinquish all claim to extend the institution of
slavery, beyond their own limits, into the common territorial
possessions of the Union.

Resolved, That, with these views, we, the people of Massa-
chusetts, assembled in this great and General Court, hereby
pronounce the attempt, by the southern States, or any portion
of them, or any parties therein, to establish the institution of
slavery upon territory now free and the common property of
the United States, a violation of the compromises of the Consti-
tution; and we also do request our representatives, and instruct
our senators, in Congress, to use their utmost exertions, con-
sistent with fidelity to the Union, to resist, under all circum-
stances and at all times, the extension of slavery.






