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AN ACT
Concerning Taxes on Real Estate.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and bp the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. From and after the passage of this act,
2 there shall be no sales of real estate for payment of
3 taxes.

1 Sect. 2. Taxes shall constitute alien upon real cs-
-2 tate for four years from the time they became due,
3 and, if not paid when due, shall bear an interest of
4 twenty years per cent, per annum till paid.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.
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1 Sect. 3. Whenever taxes duly assessed shall have
2 remained unpaid for the space of three months after
3 becoming due, the collector may enter upon the real
4 estate taxed, and, from the next accruing rents of the
5 same, receive the amount of such tax, interest, costs,
6 and expenses, and his receipt, to the tenant in posses-
-7 sion of said real estate, shall be a good discharge for
8 the sum so paid; and, if there should be no tenant
9 in possession of the land taxed paying therefor, the

10 collector may lease the same at public auction, or by
11 private contract, for any term not exceeding one year ;

12 and, out of the first accruing rent, shall receive the
13 said amount of tax, interest, costs, and expenses; and
14 the balance of rent which may be, or become due,
15 shall be payable to the parties thereto legally entitled,
16 in the same manner as if said lease had been execu-
-17 ted by said parties.

1 Sect. 4. Every person who shall, within said term
2 of four years, become owner, in fee simple, of such
3 real estate, by foreclosure of mortgage, or shall take
4 possession to foreclose a mortgage, shall be liable, per-
-5 sonally, for payment of all back taxes, as fully and
6 absolutely as if he had been owner of said real estate
7 at the time when said taxes were assessed.

1 Sect. 5. When taxes shall have been duly as-
-2 sessed on any real estate for the term of two years,
3 and shall remain unpaid, it shall be the duty of the
4 collector to record a notice of such default in the
5 Registry of Deeds for the county where the land
6 lies; which notice shall contain a sufficient description
7 of the land taxed, a statement of the parties to whom
8 it was assessed in each year, and of the amount then
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9 due. And lie shall also publish the substance of such
10 notice in some newspaper published hi the county
11 where such land lies, for at least three successive
12 weeks; and, if no newspaper is published in such
13 county, then in some newspaper published in the next
14 adjoining county; and if the amount so due, with all
15 the expenses, costs, and interest, shall not, within two
16 years from the recording of such notice and state-
-17 ment, be paid by the parties entitled to redeem the
18 said land, the same shall be absolutely forfeited to,
19 and become the property in fee simple of, the town
20 or city where said lands are situated; such forfeiture
21 of the land taxed to be in full satisfaction of all prior
22 taxes assessed thereon.

1 Sect. 6. No such forfeiture shall take effect to
2 the prejudice of any bona fide mortgagee not in pos-
-3 session at the time said forfeiture takes effect: pro-
4 vided, however, such mortgagee shall be liable for all
5 back taxes, interest, and costs, whenever he shall take
6 possession of such estate. And no such forfeiture
7 shall prejudice a reversioner, or remainder-man, or
8 landlord, entitled to no beneficial enjoyment of said
9 lands, or the rents and income thereof, until after the

10 expiration of a life estate, or of a lease made origi-
-11 nally for a term of not less than twenty years, and
12 which previous estate shall not have expired at the
13 time when said forfeiture would take effect.

1 Sect. 7. When payment of said tax, interest,
2 costs, and expenses shall be made within said term
3 of two years after the recording of said notice, the
4 collector’s receipt therefor shall be recorded in the
5 said Registry of Deeds, or his discharge may be on-
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tered in the margin of the record of his notice and
statement, in the manner as is now provided in regard
to the discharge or release of mortgages.

Sect. 8. In all cases of sales of real estate for
payment of taxes heretofore made, the supreme court
shall have full equity powers.

Sect. 9. All laws inconsistent with the provisions
of this act are hereby repealed.


