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BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Every company for the transmission of
2 intelligence by electricity, which now is, or may be
3 incorporated, shall be subject to the liabilities, and
4 governed by the rules and provisions, contained in
5 this act.

(Commoutocaltij of massatijuaetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.

AN ACT
To regulate Electric Telegraph Companies.

1 Sect. 2. Any such company may construct lines
2 of electric telegraphs, from point to point, upon and
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3 along any of the highways and public roads, and
4 across any of the waters within the limits of this
5 State, by the erection of the necessary fixtures, in-
-6 eluding posts, piers, or abutments, for sustaining the
7 cords or wires of such lines: provided, that the same
8 shall be so constructed as not to incommode the pub-
-9 lie use of said highways or roads, or endanger or in-

10 terrupt the navigation of said waters ; nor shall this
11 act be so construed, as to authorize the erection of
12 any bridge across any of the waters of this State.

1 Sect. 3. If any person, over whose land such
2 lines shall pass, upon which such posts, piers, or abut-
-3 ments are placed, shall consider himself damaged
4 thereby, he may apply to the selectmen of the town
5 in which said lands lie, within three months next af-
-6 ter the erection of such posts, piers, or abutments, on
7 his land, to assess his damages. The selectmen, before
8 they enter upon their duties, shall, severally, take an
9 oath, or affirmation, before a justice of the peace,

10 faithfully and impartially to perform the duties re-
-11 (paired of them by this act; and said selectmen, or a
12 majority of them, shall, on view, make a just apprai-
-13 sal of the loss or damage to the applicant, by reason
14 of said posts, piers, or abutments, duplicates of which
15 appraisal shall be made in writing, signed by said ap-
-16 praisers, or a majority of them, one copy of which
17 shall be delivered to said applicant, and the other to
18 said company, or its agent, on demand. If said ap-
-19 praisers assess any damages to said applicant, said
30 company shall pay said damages with the costs of the
21 appraisers; but if said appraisers award that the ap-
-23 plicant has suffered no damage, the said applicant
23 shall pay the costs of the appraisers.
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1 Sect. 1. The appraisers shall have and receive,
2 for their services, such amount of money as they
3 would receive from the town as selectmen, for a like
4 amount of services.

1 Sect. 5. Every such company doing business in
2 this State, shall receive despatches from and for other
3 telegraph lines, companies, and associations, and from
4 and for any individual; and, on payment of the usual
■5 charges for transmitting despatches, according to the
6 regulations of such company, shall transmit the same
7 in the order in which they are received, faithfully,
8 and with impartiality; and, for every neglect or re-
-9 fusal so to do, the company shall be liable to a pen-

-10 alty of one hundred dollars, with costs of suit, to be
11 recovered in the name, and for the benefit, of the per-

-12 son or persons, association or company, sending, or
13 desiring to send, such despatch: provided, however,

14 that arrangements may be made with the proprietors
15 or publishers of newspapers, for the transmission of
16 intelligence of general and public interest, out of its
17 regular order.

1 Sect. 6. Any person, who shall, unlawfully, and
2 intentionally, injure, molest, and destroy, any of said
3 lines, posts, piers, or abutments, or the materials or
4 property belonging thereto, shall, on conviction
5 thereof, be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and be
6 punished by fine, not exceeding five hundred dollars,
7 or imprisonment, not exceeding one year, or both, at
8 the discretion of the court having cognizance thereof.
9 Prosecutions under this section shall be by indict-

10 ment in the Court of Common Pleas.



1

1
9

3
4

Sect. 7. Such corporations shall have all the
powers and privileges, and be subject to all the du-
ties, restrictions, and liabilities, set forth in the forty-
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes.
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