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House of Representatives, March 9, 1849.

The Committee on Education, to whom was referred an order
of the House of Representatives, of January 29th, instructing
them to ascertain what suras, ifany, were paid by the late Sec-
retary of the Board of Education, out of his private means, for
the erection of Normal School-Houses, and for other purposes,
of a public nature, with power to send for persons and papers,
have considered the same, and

The subject, in reference to which the following circum-
stances are offered to the consideration of the Legislature, was
brought to the knowledge of certain persons, particularly in-
terested in the recent movements in behalf of the cause of edu-
cation under the auspices of this Commonwealth, without the
agency or cognizance of Mr. Mann. The Committee will pre-
sent, at once, the evidence they have collected, and leave it to
the Legislature to infer, from the facts themselves, what is due
to the late Secretary, to the principles of justice, and to the dig-
nity of the Commonwealth.

Immediately upon the passage of the order, a letter was ad
dressed to Mr. Mann, under the authority with which the Com
mittee was clothed, and the following is his reply
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Washington, February 9, 1849.
Dear Sir,—Your favor of the 29th ult. is before me. Causes beyond

my control have prevented an earlier attention to it. It apprises me of an
Order of the Legislature, to inquire into expenses incurred by me, while Sec-
retary of the Board of Education, in furtherance of the objects of that office.
The Order empowers the Committee to send for persons and papers. You are
pleased to put your requisition upon me, in the imperative mood ; though
doubtless for no other reason than that of overcoming a repugnance I might be
supposed to feel, against speaking upon the subject. You will see, in the
sequel of this letter, that, when the command is supposed to proceed from such
motives of kindness, it excites no very great fears about the penalty of dis-
obedience.

You must permit me to say, in the first place, that, until the receipt of your
letter, I was entirely ignorant that any such movement had been made, or was
contemplated, by any one. I could never have brought myself to ask, nor
even to ask a friend to ask, for remuneration for the sacrifices made, or the
expenses incurred, in promoting the objects of my office. However much it
may prejudice the end you have in view, I must, nevertheless, say, that those
sacrifices and expenses were incurred, without any expectation of reimburse-
ment. When I left a lucrative profession for the Secretaryship, I cheerfully
surrendered all hopes of wealth or promotion. And, from the day when I ac-
cepted that office, I held myself personally responsible for the success of the
enterprise ; and though it might cost me my means, my health, my life, or a
hundred lives, if I had them, I held the triumph of the cause to be paramount
to them all.

On entering upon the office, it is well known that numerous, and, in some
cases, heavy expenses were connected with it, such as never had been con-
templated, either by the framers of the law, or by myself. Not a cent has
ever been allowed me for clerk-hire or office-rent. At first, no provision was
made for postages or stationery. Since provision was made for these latter
items, I have never charged half their cost, lest the expenses of the office
might excite opposition against it. Whatever books I needed, either in our
own or other languages, I have been obliged to purchase and pay for myself.
For expenses incurred in travelling over the State, for the first five years,—
occupying about four months, each year,-—no allowance has ever been made
me. When the Normal school, at Lexington, was in danger of being greatly
reduced, if not of running down, for want of a boarding-house, I sold my Law-
Library, to obtain the means of furnishing one. The expenses of this, how-
ever, were partly refunded to me by some friends, so that I lost but about
three hundred dollars, on its account. Others can inform you what personal
obligations I entered into, to secure the erection of the two Normal school-
houses at Bridgewater, and Westfield. I advanced between six and seven
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hundred dollars for the repairs and fitting up of the Normal school-house at
West Newton. This was done without any expectation of a return ; though,
through the intervention of others, this sum has all been reimbursed to me.

What I have paid for clerk-hire, must, of course, be known to those who
have received it; and what I have spent for educational works and documents,
to be distributed over the State, must be known to those who have furnished,
and who have received them. If there have been still other expenses, perhaps
they had better come under the rule of not letting the left hand know what the
right hand doeth

As to these principal items, I repeat, they are known to others as well as

to myself. The slightest inquiry will lead you to authentic sources of infor-
mation. I trust, therefore, you will excuse me from making further reference
to them. In what I have already said, although said at your request, I may
be thought by some to be treading on delicate ground. This movement did
not originate with me. I cannot present myself, in the form of a petitioner,
asking for a return of what was voluntarily given. I must take care of my
honor. The State is the proper judge of its own. If the State chooses to
consider any part of the sums I have paid, as paid on its account, —as paid for
property of which it now has the benefit, or now enjoys the actual use and
possession,—it will be gratefully received, both as a token of its approbation,
and as the refunding of moneys I must otherwise lose. But let what will
come, no poverty, and no estimate of my services, however low, can ever
make me repine that I have sought, with all the means and the talents at my
command, to lay broader and deeper the foundations of the prosperity of our
Commonwealth, and to elevate its social and moral character among its con-
federate states, and in the eyes of the world.

With the most respectful regards for yourself, and your colleagues on the
committee, and with an earnest request that, in whatever you may deem it
right to do, in relation to this movement, you will take care of my honor,
■whatever may become of my purse,

I remain, very truly,
Your friend and servant

HORACE MANN.

The following are letters, or parts of letters, received from
various individuals, who are in possession of knowledge, touch-
ing the point to which the committee were required to direct
their investigation :

House of Representative;

Washington, D. C. February 3, 1849.
Dear Sir,—By reference to the proceedings of our Legislature, I perceive

with pleasure, that you have introduced an order for an inquiry as to tin
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amount paid by the late Secretary of the Board of Education, towards the
erection and finishing the Normal school-houses, owned by the Slate, with a
view, as I presume, of causing the amount so paid to be refunded.

Believing that justice and the honor of the State require that Mr. Mann
should be repaid the sum, he so liberally advanced, and having been familiar
with the facts and circumstances connected with the construction of the Nor-
mal school-house at Bridgewater, I take the liberty of addressing you upon
the subject, and stating some of the facts in that case, hoping they may aid
you in the accomplishment of the desired object.

The Legislature, having appropriated $5OOO for the erection of two school-
houses, provided a like sum should be raised by individuals ; it was proposed
by the Board of Education to appropriate one half of the sum for the purpose
of procuring a site and building a school-house at Bridgewater. The sum
required by private subscription was raised principally, by individuals of that
town, and a site obtained, at a cost of $4OO.

The Board then advertised for proposals for the erection of the buildings,
according to the plans and specifications, which had been furnished by the
Board.

The proposals, being very much above the amount at the disposal of the
Board for that object, alterations were made in the plans and specifications,
reducing the expense of the buildings very considerably ; but still the Board
could not find any person to erect the buildings for the sum in their hands—-
and it seemed that the enterprise must be abandoned. Under these circum-
stances, Mr. Mann came forward, and gave his private obligation to pay the
excess of the cost of the buildings, over and above the amount at the disposal
of the Board. With this indemnity, the Board caused the buildings to be
erected, and, on a settlement of the bills, it was found that the excess amounted
to about $740, of which, an individual of the town of Bridgewater paid $lOO,
and Mr. Mann the residue. I cannot here state positively the exact sum, but
I am confident, as I was present and assisted in the settlement, that it did not
vary many dollars from the above sum.

These, sir, I believe to be, substantially, the facts in the case. The land
and buildings are now the property of the State ; and I sincerely hope she
will not suffer herself to continue to be indebted for a portion of the cost of her
school-houses, to an individual who has labored so long and so faithfully in
the cause of education, and has done so much to elevate the character, not
only of our common schools, but of the Commonwealth itself.

Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant

ARTEMAS HALE.
P. S. The amount paid by Mr. Mann was in August, or September, 1845

and I think he should receive interest from that time.
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Boston, February 12, 1849.
My Dear Sir, —Your official letter, asking me to communicate whatever

knowledge I may possess, of the sums paid by the late Secretary of the Board
ofEducation, out of his private means, for the erection of Normal school-
houses, and for other purposes of a public nature, is before me, and I cannot
withhold my testimony as to the disinterested liberality with which Mr. Mann
has endeavored to forward the great cause of public education.

I shall confine myself to pecuniary sacrifices on advances made by him, of a
comparatively large amount.

Five or six years ago, Mr. Mann applied to me for a loan on his law libra-
ry, of some five or six hundred dollars, for the purpose of furnishing the lodg-

;ton. Knowing his circumstances, I
■o much to the public, and refused,
the result was, he sold his library,
no doubt, in the result, the whole

ing-house of the Normal school at Lexinj
endeavored to dissuade him from giving
on that ground, to lend him the money ;

and furnished the house, losing, I have
amount.

Shortly after this, the land and school-house at West Newton were given
to the public, with the understanding that the citizens of that place, and the
friends of education, would fit up the building in the most approved style.

Some months after the building was completed,! learned, accidentally, that
the necessary funds had not been raised, and that Mr. Mann and, Mr. Pierce
had expended and paid a large amount of their own money, for the repairs.
A meeting of friends of the cause was immediately called, at my house, with-
out the knowledge of either of the gentlemen, to provide means for its payment.
After some discussion, it was decided that we would endeavor to obtain sub-
scriptions to the amount of s'sooo, from citizens of Boston, and of the towns
where the schools would be located, and offer it to the State, on condition that
a like sum should be appropriated for Normal school-houses. Our principal
object was, to relieve the above-named gentlemen from their advances, and, at
the same time, to ensure the extension of the system.

From this movement, the passage of the resolve of March 20, 1845, result-
ed, and the erection of the school-houses in Bridgewater and Westfield. It
did not, however, meet the case ; and, by a subsequent resolve of the Legis-
lature, the amount advanced by Mr. Mann and Mr. Pierce, was in part paid.
I make this statement, as an evidence of the extensive and unexpected results
of disinterested and liberal action.

Massachusetts owes the existence of two of her Normal school buildings
to the advances made by two gentlemen to complete the first.

After the erection of the schools at Westfield and Bridgewater, Mr. Mann
applied to me for a loan of $2OOO. On inquiry, I found that the appropria-
tions for these buildings fell short of the contract prices, and, rather than run
the risk of losing them, Mr. Mann had made himselfpersonally liable for the
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difference. He insisted on borrowing the money, and giving security for it,
and forbade my applying to any individuals, or to the State, on the subject.
As it was a business transaction, I have never mentioned it, and should not
have done it now, except at the order of the State. He gave as security al-
most, I believe, all his personal property-—and still owes the debt. As to the
details of his expenditures, no one can give them but himself, and he should
be compelled to do it, for it would be a disgrace to the State to take his money
for such a purpose.

I have thus stated what I know on this subject, and have no doubt hut that
the result of your investigations will lead to the payment of his pecuniary ad-
vances for the Commonwealth.

I am, very respectfully
JOSIAH QUINCY, Jr

The author of the immediately foregoing letter, Josiah
Quincy, Jr., has taken a deep interest in the labors of Mr.
Mann, and especially in the Normal schools. For the house
and land of the one at West Newton, he gave to the State the
purchase-money, in the sum of fifteen hundred dollars.

Boston, February 17, 1849.
Dear Sir,—I have this day received your favor of yesterday, asking for in-

formation touching the sums of money paid by the late Secretary of the Board
of Education, from his private means, towards the erection of Normal schools,
or other public purposes. I have knowledge of considerable sums of money
paid from his private means, by Hon. Horace Mann, lately Secretary of the
Board of Education, for various purposes immediately connected with the
objects of his office. lam sorry I cannot give you precise dates.
He paid for furnishing the Normal school-house at Lexington, what,

after deducting for some things sold, must have been . . $3OO
He paid towards building the Normal school-house at Bridgewater, . 640
He paid for preparing Indexes to six Abstracts of School Returns,

$2O each, ........120
Ho paid for other aid in preparing Abstracts, . . . .40
He paid for a Prize Essay, by T. Palmer, . . . .70
He paid for a large number of copies of G. F. Thayer’s Lecture, to

send to the Districts, ......
50

He paid for the same, of Page’s Lecture, . . . .50
He bought three sets of Outline Maps, for the three Normal schools,

at $25 each, ........75
He bought 50 sets of Worcester’s Dictionary, for the same purpose,
He paid Mr. Baker, for lecturing in the School Districts, not less than 50
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No provision was made for his travelling expenses, the first five years
ot his services, and he must have paid, annually, on that score, from
two to three hundred dollars.

While he was absent in Europe, his correspondence came to my hands
It was very extensive, within the State, and without. For postage,
&c., he must have paid large sums, not provided for; probably
several hundred dollars,

He paid for the expense of Schmidt’s plates, which he caused to be
printed, for the purpose of advancing the Art of Drawing, not less
than .

.
. . . . .

. $lOO
The expense of printing the papers he has written, in defence of the cause

of the Massachusetts Board of Education, fell principally upon him, and must
have amounted to a very large sura. For all these objects he must have paid,
I think, between four and five thousand dollars.

It has always seemed to me that giving, as he did, his life to this work, and
having made a very great personal sacrifice, in a pecuniary point, by accept-
ing the office of Secretary to the Board of Education, he was less bound
than any other individual to contribute towards these objects from his pri-
vate purse. But he was in the habit of doing, at his own expense', what he
saw w’as necessary for the cause, whenever no one else came forward to
do it.
If you, Dear Sir, or your Committee, desire any farther information from

me, I shall be very willing to wait upon you, at any hour you may fix.

I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully

Your friend and servant,

Boston, February 19, 1849
Dear Sir, —Learning that a movement is about to be made in the Legisla-

ture, to make some remuneration to the Hon. Horace Mann, late Secretary of
the Board of Education, for personal and other expenses, incurred during his
term of office, w'e beg leave to volunteer in his behalf. During the twelve
years of his term of office, all the Reports of the Board and its Secretary have
been printed by us. In regard to the printing he has ordered, he has always
had it done in the most economical manner, and we wish to bear our testimo-
ny to the fact. Whenever he has wanted, for distribution, extra copies of his
reports, he has ordered them printed on his private account, and paid for them
himself; we are unable to state the exact amount he has paid us for these
documents, but should say it must have been $75 or $lOO. The documents
he has purchased of us were his own reports , school abstracts, lectures, &c.,
&c., besides circulars he has issued for teachers’ meetings, where addresses

GEO. B. EMERSON
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were to be delivered by himself and others. The amount stated above, we
are aware, is not large, but the spirit of the transaction is more than the
amount, lie never would take a sheet, or a copy, belonging to the State,
at any time. If he wanted copies for distribution, he has ordered them,
and paid for them out of his own purse. In the matter of postages, he
has also not been less scrupulous and conscientious, having always paid
the expresses for letters and proof sheets, to and from himself, when he was in
the country while his reports were printing. In every thing in relation to the
duties of his office, he has always been very exact; scrupulous and uniform
in the discharge of his duties, so far as the matter ofprinting is concerned.
We believe the State owes Mr. Mann a great debt, and if the simple facts, here
stated, will help his cause, we feel we are only doing an act of justice to him
as an officer of the strictest integrity.

With sentiments of respect and esteem,
Your obedient servants.

DUTTON & WENTWORTH,
State Printers

The letter from Messrs. Dutton & Wentworth is quite re-
markable, as proving the scrupulous sense of justice and honor
that has marked Mr. Mann’s discharge of his late office. To
use an expression, which hears the stamp of his own peculiar
richness of illustration, he has been careful “ to shake the gold
dust from his garments, whenever he has had occasion to go into
the public mint.”

Boston, February 19, 1849
Dear Sir,—I have just endeavored to recall to mind such facts, in regard

to Mr. Mann, as fell under my observation, and I regret exceedingly, that my
recollections are so general. It always appeared to me, that Mr. Mann had
set bis heart upon the great work of resuscitating the school system, at any
sacrifice to himself, of ease or property. I never knew what resources he had,
but I often wondered at the liberality, or, what to me seemed the prodigality,
of his donations ; and yet the expenditure of his money must have been to
him a trifle, compared with the outlay of strength, which I often witnessed. I
often warned him of his danger, when I saw him suffering from an over-work-
ed brain, but he never desisted, though he admitted the danger, for the work
was to be done, and, if neglected, though beyond human strength, the com-
munity, not knowing this, would consider him unfaithful. This was his great-
est sacrifice, in the cause of education, but, as no pecuniary estimate can be
set upon this, perhaps I should not have alluded to it. I have known him
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for weeks to be unable to sleep. When Mr. M. entered upon his duties, it
was evident that his efforts would be very restricted, if he did not contrive to
scatter the information he collected. Indeed, the law required that he should
both collect and distribute, but the State made no provision for the distribution !

As the most popular and economical method of complying with the require-
ments of the law, Mr. M. commenced the Common School Journal. At the
end of the fourth year, when I became the publisher, the receipts had fallen
short of the expenditures. Since that time, viz., for six years, the loss has
not fallen upon Mr. M., but he has continued to edit the Journal, because he
considered it essential to the success of the great cause.

The vols. contain many valuable documents, which it was important to scat-
ter widely over the State. It was Mr. M’s. custom, to print extra numbers of
these, and distribute them gratuitously to the schools. I recollect three or

four cases, in which he sent a copy to every district, of which there must have
been three or four thousand. These papers were a Lecture of Gideon F.
Thayer, on Manners in School, a Lecture by the late Mr. Page, of the Albany
Normal School ; a Lecture by himself on Spelling Books; and one by George
B. Emerson, on Moral and Religions Education. Probably each of these do-
nations cost him seventy-five dollars. Many single volumes of the Journal,
and sometimes whole sets, were given away for the general good, but of this,
I have no record, though I know the volumes amounted to hundreds.

The compilation of the volume of Abstracts was a heavy task, but, besides
making this, he actually paid for the making of the index, which, I know, (for
I made one of them,) is no slight affair. I took no pay, but, judging by ray ex-
perience, he must have paid 40 or 50 dollars apiece for the other five.

Very respectfully,

Your humble servant

WILLIAM B. FOWLE.
P. S. Since the above was written, two other items have occurred to me,

and they should be mentioned as helping to illustrate the perfect forgetfulness
of self, which marked the official course of Mr. Mann.

Three or four years ago, when outline maps began to be used in schools, it
became proper that the pupils of the Normal schools should be taught how to
use them. As the Board of Education had no funds, Mr. Mann paid for three
sets, one for each school. The price is $25 a set.

Before Mr, M. went to Europe, I had frequent conversations with him on the
subject of European schools, and he regretted that he had not that personal
knowledge which could enable him to compare them with our own, and to
propose such improvements as would really advance our own. I think this
was his only motive in going, for he visited nothing but schools, and returned
as soon as possible. The expenses of his visit must have exceeded his salary,
1000or 1500 dollars, and, on his return, I proposed to him to put his notes into

2



10 [March.COMPENSATION TO MR. MANN

the form of a book, and let me publish them, assuring him, that the copy-
wright would produce more than he had expended beyond his salary. His
reply was, that he was a public officer, and went for the public, and the pub-
lic were entitled to the information, free of any such tax. His remarks, there-
fore, were thrown into his Seventh Annual Report, and given to the Slate.

The Committee have received other interesting communica-
tions on the subject, orally, and in writing. A clergyman,
who belongs, as he says, “to a denomination, whose sympa-
thies have, by no means, been very strong with the Board of
Education and its Secretary,” has addressed an earnest appeal
to the Committee. The Hon. Edmund Dwight has appeared
before the Committee, and communicated the correspondence
and circumstances connected with the original appointment of
Mr. Mann, from which not only the self-devoting public spirit
of the late Secretary was made apparent, but also the munifi-
cence with which Mr. Dwight has contributed, and still con-
tributes, to sustain this, the great interest of the people. In
answer to inquiries, put to him under the authority of the Com-
mittee, he divulged, what is not generally, if at all known,
that, by a large addition, drawn from his own private purse, to
the salary given by the State, he secured, for the public, the
services ofMr. Mann, and also of the present learned and dis-
tinguished Secretary of the Board. The time has come when
the people ought to be informed of the generous efforts of individ-
uals to secure to them and their posterity the advantages of
the present improved organization of the educational system of
the Commonwealth. No topic would add higher interest to
an Annual Report of the Board of Education, than a statement
of the sums contributed by private liberality and patriotism to
the common school cause, within the last twelve years.

The Committee do not propose, as they feel confident that it
would not be agreeable to Mr. Mann, to make out an exact
account of what the State may owe him, in dollars and cents.
He does not desire, and would not be willing, to be fully reim-
bursed, but, before all money that the treasury of the Common-
wealth contains, he prefers to cherish the happy and noble
thought that he has labored and suffered in her behalf. He
asks for nothing, and has had no voluntary agency in this move-
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ment. Nothing would be more repugnant to his well-known
sensibilities than to have a claim urged upon the State for an
exact settlement of his accounts with it, upon mere business
principles. What he has done he meant, at the time, for a
gift, and the Committee do not propose to deprive him of the
title of a benefactor. They do not propose to pay him off, but,
under the circumstances, they are. of opinion that the passage
of the following Resolve, although not amounting, by half, to
what, upon a strict computation, is equitably due to him, would
be more agreeable to Iris feelings, than a more precise remune-
ration.

All which is respectfully submitted, for the Committee.
CHARLES W. UPHAM, Chairman.
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Resolved , That His Excellency the Governor be authorized
to draw upon the Treasurer of the Commonwealth for the sum
of two thousand dollars, in favor of Horace Mann, late Secre-
tary of the Board of Education.

(SommontotaltJj of iHassacljttsttts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Nine.

RESOLVE

In remuneration of Horace Mann.


