
HOUSE No. 78.

AN ACT
Concerning Taxes on Real Estate.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. From and after the passage of this act,
2 there shall be no sales of real estate for payment of
3 taxes, which shall be assessed after this act shall take
4 effect.

©owwontotaltlj of i^assatijusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.

1 Sect. 2. Taxes assessed, after this act shall take
2 effect, shall constitute a lien upon real estate for four
3 years from the time they became due, and, if not
4 paid when due, shall bear an interest of ten per cent.
5 per annum during the first year, and afterwards
6 twenty per cent, per annum, till paid.
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2 of four years, become owner, in fee simple, of such
3 real estate, by foreclosure of mortgage, or shall take
4 possession to foreclose a mortgage, shall be liable,

; 5 personally, for payment of all back taxes, interest,
6 and expenses, as fully, and absolutely, as if he had
7 been owner of said real estate at the time when said
8 taxes were assessed.

1 Sect. 4. When any tax, duly assessed on any real
2 estate, shall have remained unpaid for the term of
3 one year, it shall be the duty of the collector to re-
4 cord a notice of such default in the Registry of
5 Deeds for the county where the land lies ; which no-
6 tice shall contain a sufficient description of the land
7 taxed, a statement of the party or parties to whom
8 it was assessed, and of the amount then due. And
9 he shall also publish the substance of such notice in

10 some newspaper published in the county where such
11 land lies, once a week for three successive weeks;
12 and, if no newspaper is published in such county,
13 then in some newspaper published in the next ad-
-14 joining county; and, if the amount so due, with all
15 the expenses, costs, and interest, shall not, within two
16 years from the recording of such notice and statement,
17 be paid by some party entitled to redeem the said land,
18 the same shall be absolutely forfeited to, and become
19 the property in fee simple of, the town or city where
20 said lands are situated; such forfeiture of the land
21 taxed to be in full satisfaction of all prior taxes as-
-22 sessed thereon.

1 Sect. 3. Every person who shall, within said term

1 Sect. 5. No such forfeiture shall affect the rights
2 of any bona fide mortgagee, nor of any reversioner
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4 or remainder-man, unless such mortgagee shall have
4 been in possession at least six months before such
5 forfeiture shall take effect, or the estate of such re-
6 versioner, or remainder-man, shall have become an es-
-7 tate, in possession, at least six months before such for-
-8 feiture shall take effect; provided , however , that if
9 any such mortgagee or reversioner, or remainder-man,

10 at any time after such forfeiture shall have taken ef-
-11 feet, and after such mortgagee, reversioner, or re-
-12 mainder-man, shall have the right of jiossession,
13 shall, for the space of six months after actual per-

-14 sonal notice, in writing, demanding payment of such
15 tax, interest, and expenses, il a resident in this Com-
-16 monwealth, or public notice in a newspaper in the
17 manner provided in the next section, if not a resident
18 in this Commonwealth, neglect to pay the taxes, in-
-19 terest, and expenses, due on such land, the right and
20 tltlc of sudl mortgagee, reversioner, or remainder--21 man shall be thereupon forfeited.

Sect. 6. The public notice mentioned in the pre--2 ccdin £ section ’ ma 7 be given, by publishing, in any•1 newspaper printed in the county where the land lies,4 or, if none be there printed, in any newspaper print-’5 ed in any adjoining county, once a week for three6 successive weeks, a sufficient description of said7 land together with the names of all parties, if1 any’ known t 0 the collector to be interested there-
;

m, and the amount of taxes, interest, and expenses,
? &UC there°n; and the affidavit of any disinterestedJ SfinS forth a copy of such notice, and2 stating when and where the same was published,J * IC"®ded *n the Re Slstry Deeds for the countyU WhGre the knd lies ’ shall be prima facie evidence of
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15 the facts therein stated. And a like affidavit, record-
-16 ed as aforesaid, shall be prima facie evidence of the
17 facts stated therein, respecting the personal notice
18 mentioned in the preceding section.

1 Sect. 7. When payment of said tax, interest,
2 costs, and expenses, shall be made within said term
3 of two years, after the recording of said notice, the
■1 collector’s receipt therefor shall be recorded in the
5 said Registry of Deeds, or his discharge may be en-
-6 tered in the margin of the record of his notice and
7 statement, in the manner as is now provided in re-
-8 gard to the discharge or release of mortgages.

1 Sect. 8. In all cases of sales of real estate, for
2 payment of taxes, the supreme court shall have full
3 equity powers.

1 Sect. 9. All law’s inconsistent w ith the provisions
2 of this act are hereby repealed.


