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AN ACT
Concerning Electric Telegraph Companies and Electric

Telegraphing.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Every company, for the transmission of
2 intelligence by electricity, which now is, or may be,
3 incorporated, and every owner, or association, en-
I gaged in telegraphing for the public by electricity, in
5 this State, shall be subject to the liabilities and gov-
-6 erned by the provisions contained in this act.

1 Sect. 2. Any company incorporated for the pur-
-2 pose may construct lines of electric telegraphs, upon
3 and along any of the highways and public roads, and
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1 across any of the waters within the limits of this
5 State, by the erection of necessary fixtures, including
6 posts, piers, or abutments, for sustaining the wires of
7 such lines: provided, the same shall be so constructed
8 as not to incommode the public use of said highways
9 or roads, or endanger or interrupt the navigation of

10 said waters ; nor shall this act be so construed as to
11 authorize the erection of any bridge across any of
12 the waters of this State : and provided, also, that said
13 company shall first have the written permission from
14 the selectmen of any town, or mayor and aldermen
15 of any city through which said lines are to pass,
16 specifying where the posts may be located, the kind of
17 posts that may be used, and the height at which the
18 wires may run, which written permission shall be
19 recorded in the registry of said town or city.

1 Sect. 3. After the erection of said telegraph lines,
2 the said selectmen, and mayor and aldermen shall
3 have power to direct any alteration in the location or
4 erection of said posts, piers, or abutments, and also
5 in the height at which the wires may run, having
6 first given such company, or its agents, opportunity
7 to be heard on such alteration, and such decision
8 shall be recorded as described in the second section.

1 Sect. 4. Any person owning land or tenements,
2 near to or adjoining a highway or road, along which
3 said lines shall be constructed by any incorporated
4 company, who shall consider himself in any manner
5 damaged thereby, may apply to the selectmen of any
6 town, or mayor and aldermen of any city, in which
7 said lands lie, within three months after such con-
-8 struction, to assess and appraise his damage. The
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9 appraisers, aforesaid, before they enter upon [their
10 duties, shall severally take an oath, or affirmation,
11 before a justice of the peace, faithfully and impar-
-12 daily to perforin the duties required of them by this
13 act; and said appraisers shall, on view, make a just
14 appraisal of the loss or damage to the applicant by
15 reason of said construction, duplicates of which ap-
-16 praisal shall be niade in writing, signed by said ap-
-17 praisers, one copy of which shall be delivered to said
18 applicant, and the other to said company, or its agent,
19 on demand. If said appraisers assess any damage to
20 said applicant, said company shall pay said damages
21 with the costs of the appraisers; but, if said ap-
-22 praisers award that the applicant has suffered no
23 damage, the said applicant shall pay the costs of the
24 appraisers.
25 Any person, aggrieved by the assessment of dam

;ection, shall be entitled to26 ages provided for in thi
27 have the matter of hi: complaint determined by a

tion for a jury be made, the
cording to the provisions of
of the twenty-fourth chapter
concerning’ town ways and

28 jury, and, in case applic
29 proceedings shall be a
10 the seventy-sixth sectioi
11 of the Revised Statutes

32 private ways. If the jury increase the damages, the
33 damages and all charges shall be paid by the com-

14 pany, otherwise the charges, arising on such applica
15 tion, shall be paid by the applicant.

1 Sect. 5. The appraisers shall have and receive for
2 their services, such amount of money as they would
3 receive from the town or city of which they are offi-
-4 cers, for a like amount of services.

1 Sect. 6. Every such company and every owner
2 or association, engaged in telegraphing for the public.
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3 by electricity, in this State, shall receive despatches
4 from and for other telegraph lines, companies, and
5 associations, and from and for any individual; and,
6 on payment of the usual charges for transmitting
7 despatches, according to the regulations of such com-
-8 pany, owner, or association, shall transmit the same
9 faithfully and impartially; and, for every neglect or

10 refusal so to do, the company, owner, or association,
11 as the case may be, shall be liable to a penalty of one
12 hundred dollars, with costs of suit, to be recovered
13 in the name and for the benefit of the person or per-
-14 sons, association or company, sending, or desiring to
15 send, such despatch.

1 Sect. 7. Any person who shall unlawfully and
2 intentionally injure, molest, or destroy, any of the
3 lines, wires, posts, piers, or abutments, or any of the
4 materials or property of such company, owner, or
5 association, shall, on conviction thereof, be deemed
6 guilty of a misdemeanor, and be punished by fine
7 not exceeding five hundred dollars, or imprisonment,
8 not exceeding two years, or both, at the discretion of
9 the court having cognizance thereof.

1 Sect. 8. Any railroad corporation chartered by
2 this State, may become a stockholder in a telegraph
3 company, whose line of telegraph connects, or is to
4 connect, two or more places, on the line of said rail-
-5 road, to an amount not exceeding two hundred dol-
-8 lars for each mile of said railroad so connected.

1 Sect. 9. Telegraphic corporations shall have all
2 the powers and privileges, and be subject to all the
3 duties, restrictions, and liabilities, set forth in the
4 forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes.


