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The Joint Standing Committee on Education, to whom was
referred the Memorial of the Presidents of Harvard, Williams,
and Amherst Colleges, have considered the same, and

The memorialists ask that “ when the Common School Fund
shall have reached the million of dollars, to which it was limit-
ed, another fund may be suffered to accumulate in the same
way, and from the same resources, to the amount of five hundred
thousand dollars, the income of which shall be distributed among
the three colleges of the Commonwealth, in such manner, in
such proportions, and under such regulations, as, to the wisdom
of the Legislature, shall seem expedient/’

The memorialists offer, as reasons why theLegislature should
grant their request, that the institutions under their care are in
need of assistance; that assistance, to the extent required, can-
not be expected from private liberality; and, without enlarging
upon the general subject, they refer only “ to the importance to
the State of providing the means of an advanced education for
those who, endowed with as much capacity as others for im-
provement, are debarred from it by deficiency of pecuniary
resources only. The loss of the cultivation of those minds,”
they add, I! is a loss to the State, which, though it defies pre*
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cision of statement, will be perceived and acknowledged by all
to be vast.”

The committee are aware that the subject of education is the
most important and sacred topic which can present itself to the
consideration of the Massachusetts Legislature. The people of
Massachusetts are becoming every day more and more con-
vinced, that education is the basis of their Commonwealth, and
they are accordingly inclined, most zealously and accurately,
to scrutinize every measure which may be proposed, and every
word which may be spoken or written, upon the subject.

No one will deny that it is the highest interest of Massachu-
setts to provide for the education of her children. It is because
the State, in the aggregate, considers her social safety and her
political importance thereon dependent, that she provides com-
mon schools for all her children. In considering the subject-
matter of this memorial, the committee deem it advisable to lay
down this principle, as one which ought to guide their delibera-
tions. A child has no moral right to call upon the State to
provide for his education. His claims are upon those who are
responsible for his existence. The Commonwealth, however,
acting with an intelligent eye to its own interest, the interest
of all its citizens combined, grants the privilege of education to
all its children.

Massachusetts is singularly situated. From being the lead-
ing State of the Union in influence, and from having an eighth
part of the Congressional representation, she is sinking faster
and faster in political rank, and already has but one member of
Congress, in twenty-three. Her immediate influence upon the
national councils, and her probable agency for the future, in
directly shaping the destiny of the country, may be easily
measured by this simple fact.

It would be impossible to add any thing, either in the way of
argument or illustration, to the statements upon this subject, in
the last eloquent report of the late Secretary of the Board of
Education. The committee, however, deem it necessary to ad-
vert, for a moment, to the subject, as it is by considerations of
this nature that the question upon this memorial must be
decided.
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This Commonwealth sees herself dwindling in political im-
portance, every day. But the compensation for this loss is
clearly indicated to her. Massachusetts must sustain her
rank among her sister states, and in the world, by an in-
crease of her intellectual and moral influence. It is a noble
ambition which the State seems to have marked out for herself,
as her political strength decays, that of taking the lead in the
establishment of all institutions for the education of her chil-
dren, the advancement of her citizens, and for ameliorating the
condition of those most cheated by nature, or degraded by
crime.

As Massachusetts is constantly overflowing into the West, as
she is constantly reproducing herself in new states, as her own
image is constantly reflected back upon her from the various
and separated portions of the Union, through which her spirit has
been diffused, it is more and more her duty to keep her ancient
character unsullied, and to be true to her own interest.

Her indirect influence is already great, and it depends upon
herself alone, whether or not it shall increase in a greater ratio
than that in which her direct, political power declines.

So long as children of the Massachusetts schools, and grad-
uates of Massachusetts colleges, meet together as representatives
of widely separated portions of the country, in the Cabinet and
the Senate, at Washington, or take their seats upon the bench,
or rule the forum, in half the states of the Union, the Com-
monwealth, the mother of states, need scarcely doubt the
strength of her position.

The basis of the State may then be considered to be intelli-
gence. The government being probably the most absolute
democracy that the world has known, there is no way of
saving her from the dangers which have always beset an un-
limited democracy, but by watching carefully the foundation
upon which the fabric rests. Education must be widely dif-
fused among the people, and the standard must be raised higher
and higher every year.

The first clause of this proposition is admitted by all, but the
second has perhaps not met with so general and so ready an
acquiescence. Your committee hold, that the maintenance of
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a lofty standard of culture is as important as its wide dissemi
nation.

It is proper, in this connection, to remember why it is, that
Massachusetts holds the intellectual and moral rank which she
does hold. Although it is obviously her interest to maintain
that rank, although she is well aware, that the intelligence of
her children is the foundation of her power, it is worth while to
consider who first elevated her to that rank, and laid the foun-
dation of that power. This debt she owes to the founders of
the State. The Massachusetts colony was conducted to the
wilderness, by educated men. The leaders and fathers of Mas-
sachusetts were most of them graduates of the “ twins oflearn-
ing,” Oxford and Cambridge, in England.

They founded a State in the deserts of America, originally
as a religious asylum, but they took care, almost immediately
upon their arrival, to provide for the education, both moral and
intellectual, of the children of the new Commonwealth, because
their own experience, and their own habits of life, had taught
them the importance of education. The charter was brought
over in 1630, and the foundation of the first college was laid in
1636. Education was made the first interest of the province of
Massachusetts, because the first colonists happened to be edu-
cated men. The common schools are the result, not the cause,
of the college. The institution at Newton, whether it now
be called the University at or of Cambridge, or Harvard College,
or the <! School of the Prophets,” is the nursing mother of the
common schools, the “ alma mater, felix prole,” from whose bo-
som their original nourishment was drawn.

No doubt the system of schools has been vastly improved of
late years. In very recent times, the intelligent liberality of
a distinguished citizen of Boston, assisted by the unexampled
exertions of the late Secretary of the Board of Education, has
given an immense impulse to the cause of the common schools.
The people throughout the State have been awakened to the im-
portance of the subject, and Massachusetts has made great pro-
gress in her honorable career. She bids fair to become a model
State, as it regards her educational and charitable institutions,
not only for the country but the world. It was stated by Mr.
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Secretary Calhoun, in his remarks to your committee, “ that
he had been, during the past year, applied to constantly, from
other States, and from abroad, from England, France and Ger-
many, for information, concerning our educational institutions,
and the manner in which they were established. It had been
his pleasantest work,” he continued, “ to reply to such inquiries
from all parts of the refined and civilized world.”

It should, however, be ever freshly remembered, that it was
owing to the forethought and intelligence of the early founders
of the State, that the love of literature was implanted in the in-
fant community, to grow with its growth, and strengthen with
its strength, and that the germ, from which our system of edu-
cation has expanded to its present importance, was deposited
in the obscure wilderness, by the first emigrants to these shores.

The province might -have been settled by a very different
race of men, and the cause of education might easily have been
postponed to many other considerations. Generation after gen-
eration of rude and ignorant people, intent only upon gain, and
the sordid cares of life, might have occupied the place of our
stern but intelligent ancestors, and our common schools might
never have been dreamed of, had not the fathers of the colony
been men of liberal culture, university men, and had they
not at once, and instinctively, as it were, provided the means of
continuing their generation, and of diffusing the blessings of ed-
ucation throughout the community.

It is not probable, that the original settlers of Massachusetts
intended to establish a democracy. Religion was the ruling
motive of their lives, and the government which they es-
tablished, rather resembled a theocracy, than any other
known form of polity. It would therefore be surprising, if,
in our day, now that all the singularly complicated aristo-
cratic and theocratic elements of the community, have been
fused into an absolute democracy, the people should volun-
tarily exclude themselves from the advantages of that lib-
eral and generous culture, to which they were urgently
invited, by the founders of the State. Colleges and high
schools ought to be popular institutions, in a democracy which
founds itself upon intelligence. It is unnatural that they should
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be the objects of suspicion and distrust, and your commit-
tee cannot believe, that the people will suffer them to be-
come so.

If the people perceive that there is danger lest the colleges
should become aristocratic and exclusive establishments, within
whose limits little sympathy is felt with the whole community,
and where the higher branches of science and art are consider-
ed the appropriate pursuits of a favored few alone, it is natural
that they should be inclined to apply a remedy to the evil, as
soon as it displays itself. If the colleges are aristocratic, they
ought to be popularized. If the democracy of Massachusetts
cherish learning and education at all, it is impossible for your
committee to conceive how they can do otherwise than cherish
the college as much as the school, and how they can refrain,
therefore, from forcing open the doors, as soon as they see any
danger of their being closed upon the people at large.

It is democratic doctrine to afford, to all who are so inclined,
an easy access to the highest and most liberal forms of educa-
tion. It is an aristocratic feeling, which would confine the ad-
vantages of the better culture to a favored class.

The college should be the standard of education and science,
lifting itself higher and higher every year, leading and lighting
the way for all who choose to follow. All who feel within them
the inclination to profit by the advantages which it affords should
have the means to do so. At present, all the rich do not choose
to avail themselves of their opportunities, nor, of course, if the
colleges were made free, would every one personally and imme-
diately participate in the blessings of such a change, but many,
who are now excluded by penury, would resort to these insti-
tutions, and the indirect influence upon the whole community
would be incalculable.

The continued advance of the common schools increases, of
necessity, the demand for higher education. The appetite for
knowledge, like every other desire, grows by what it feeds on.

A State which encourages, in all young persons, a love of
learning, and considers ignorance as dishonorable and contempt-
ible, must necessarily, number among its children, many whose
thirst for mental improvement is not satisfied at the common
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schools, who desire to advance still onward in the pursuit
of science and literature, but whose poverty renders it difficult
for them to do so at their own expense. The presidents ofall
the colleges, in the course of their remarks to the committee,
alluded, with much feeling, to many cases which had come to
their notice. They spoke of young men, who were struggling
with poverty .starving themselves, physically, in order to satisfy
their mental hunger and thirst, subsisting upon incredibly small
sums,* earning a few dollars in the vacations, doing all in then-
power to accomplish their education, and, with all their exer-
tions, often obliged to sink in their struggles with fortune, and
to relinquish the contest with a broken heart.

The State ought not to permit this. It is not enough to say,
that such struggles improve character, and that obstacles are
but an incentive to generous spirits. If adversity be a touch-
stone to prove the metal of which the strongest hearts are
made, there can be no doubt, that there are a great many lofty,
although delicately organized minds, which are not benefited,
but disheartened and broken down, by their struggles, and
whose withdrawal from the literary and professional ranks is a
positive loss to the State.

It is in the power of the State to save itself from such a loss.
We are not willing to believe that the people of Massachusetts
repudiate the blessings of the more elevated forms of education.
That all cannot participate therein, personally, is not a reason
why all who feel the impulse and the longing should be disap-
pointed. “The magnet, passed over the whole surface of the
State,” said President Hopkins, “ will attract the truest steel.”

It does not seem a natural result of our improved system
of common school education, that the college, the next step
in the upward progress of the mind, should be undervalued.
The effect of an admirable course of elementary education can-
not be to cause the apt and willing scholar to despise the higher-
branches. The first steps, in the progress towards infinite knowl-
edge, cannot satisfy the ambition of all. The mind must ex-
pand as it advances, and you cannot repress it within the limits
which confined it before it was awake to its own capacity. It is
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not your interest to repress it if you could. It is the interest of
Massachusetts to cultivate the powers of her children to the ut-
most. There is no danger of too much learning in any country
or any age. The idea is an inconceivable one. There is no
danger of overstocking the learned and scientific professions.
There is a constant tide of emigration, flowing out from our
borders, to renew and reproduce Massachusetts all over the
country. While some other states breed slaves for export,
Massachusetts breeds men for the whole nation. She does not
sell, but she gives away, her children. The schools and col-
leges of Massachusetts are, then, to a considerable extent,

national in their character, and there can never be any fear
that education will be too much encouraged, or that the sup-
ply of educated men will be greater than the demand.

We repeat that is solely in the interest of Massachusetts, a
democratic State, founded upon intelligence, that we speak.
The colleges, if not popularized in proper time, may have a
tendency towards aristocracy. There may be danger to your
institutions, lurking in their too much sequestered shades.
Hitherto, in the world’s history, aristocracies have been found-
ed by the sword. The sword and the purse, united, have ce-
mented their respective powers, and become irresistible. The
sword can never found a power in Massachusetts. But let
legislators look to it, lest learning and wealth, united, the power
of the purse, joined to the power of the intellect, do not en-
gender a controlling principle, hostile to the democratic charac-
ter of the State.

The rich can always provide the highest education for their
children. If the colleges of the State do not suffice, they can
go abroad. For them the fountains of universal science per-
petually flow. It is the children of the poor who are interested
in the prayer of this memorial. They, in whom yon have
yourselves fostered the inclination for literature and liberal cul-
ture, they whom yon have yourselves guided to the portico,
now knock for admission to the temple; and is it for Massachu-
setts to spurn them from the door? Shall the State say to the
child of the people, whom she has hitherto encouraged to look
upward and onward, “Thus far, and no farther. Your edu-



1849.] 9HOUSE—No. 92.

cation is completed. Colleges are for the children of the rich,
whether they appreciate, and are likely to improve their
opportunities as well as you would do, or not. Your career
closes at the door of the college.” If such is her language,
might he not well reply : “The pains which you hare hitherto
bestowed upon me are worthless. You have awakened a thirst
which can never be slaked—a desire which can never be grati-
fied. Better have left me in the ignorance from which I have
hardly emerged. Better have never taken me by the hand,
and guided my first steps in the path of knowledge, if I am
thus rudely to be repulsed; if my hands and feet are now to be
forever chained, and the seal placed upon my mind forever.”

Will legislators dare distinctly to avow the doctrine, that col-
leges should, of necessity, belong to the rich alone,—that the
poor shall not send their children to those institutions at all,—
that they have no right to associate with youths reared in
luxury,—that the children of the laboring classes, “ being me-
chanical,” have no right to meddle with the higher branches of
learning, and that, as every child of the poor cannot make his
personal appearance in a collegiate establishment, they shall all
forfeit their right to a place in the republic of letters. Such a
doctrine does not sound very democratic to the ears of your
committee. It is not good reasoning to say that, because all do
not go to the colleges, therefore they shall not be free to all.
It is more to the interest of the State, that she should proclaim
the right of admission to all. No doubt many would neglect
the opportunity; many would be deprived, by controlling causes,
of improving the advantages offered; but even now, how many
children of the rich decline the education which is placed within
their reach, and bitterly lament the lost opportunity in later
days ! Education should be free to the rich and poor. Massa-
chusetts should open wide the gates, and say aloud, Enter,
every one who thirsteth. Liberty should be the presiding nymph
at the fountain. The temple oflearning should not have mum-
ming priests for its ministers, nor should a cabalistic word, nor
a golden branch, be necessary to effect an entrance through its
door.

But your committee, after mature consideration of the sub-
2
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ject in all its bearings, have arrived at the conclusion, that the
distinction made between schools and colleges is unnecessary
and unwise, and that it would be desirable to have it done
away with altogether. It is difficult to perceive any reasons
influencing Massachusetts, from an enlightened regard to her
own interests, to foster her common schools, which do not ap-
ply, with equal force, to her colleges. There is no essential
difference between a school and a college. Each means simply
a place of instruction. A good deal of somewhat superfluous
pains, in the opinion of your committee, has been expended in
ascertaining the true and appropriate title for the institution at
Cambridge. The fact is, that the word college has no real
and exclusive meaning, except its etymological one, a collection.
In many respects, Harvard College differs as much from
an English or a French college, as it does from a college of
cardinals, or of German electors.

Laying aside, accordingly, all considerations of this nature,
your committee prefer to consider the three institutions at Wil-
liamstown, Amherst and Cambridge, as the three most eminent
of the Massachusetts schools, or places of instruction; and
they will rejoice when the day arrives when they may be con-
sidered as belonging to the category of the common schools of
the State.

It is more philosophical, and more agreeable, to contemplate
the future possibility of one great system of public instruc-
tion, extending over the whole State, and including, within its
supervision, every institution, from the time-honored Harvard
to the youngest grammar school.

It is impossible to conceive of education, except as a whole.
In the scheme of Massachusetts education, the District School,
the Grammar School, the Normal School, and the College, are
each but a link in the one great chain which binds together all
the minds of the community. Each is but a step in the ladder
which ascends from the known to the unknown, the finite to
the infinite. Education is, in its nature, one. It is the art of
bringing up, or elevating, the human mind. It begins in the
nursery, and it ends nowhere upon earth. A system of Mas-
sachusetts education should bring up the youthful minds of
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Massachusetts to any elevation which they are capable of
reaching, and whither there are competent teachers to lead them.
It seems desirable, therefore, to your committee, that there
should be but one feeling upon this great subject, throughout
the community. The mutual jealousy between the common
school and the college, is neither philosophical, nor necessary.
The idea that the common schools are for the people, and the
colleges for a class, is a false idea. There are no classes in
Massachusetts, and, to those who speak of higher classes, and
middling classes, and lower classes, we can only say, that they
speak a language unintelligible to your committee, and which
is unwisely borrowed from the other hemisphere. Of what, ma-
terials are castes or classes composed in Massachusetts? What
are the insurmountable barriers here, which divide, and have
for centuries divided, the Bramin from the Pariah, the peer
from the peasant, the noble from the proletaire? There are no
such barriers. In Massachusetts, every man is more or less the
child of his own exertions. Personal character is every thing,
birth, absolutely nothing. As long, indeed, as the right ofproper-
tyis recognized in any community, so long there must necessarily
be rich individuals, and poor individuals, but if the word classes
be insisted upon, it is rather a truism than a paradox to say, that,
in Massachusetts, the richest and the most powerful individuals
generally belong to the poorest class. How, then, can the com-
mon schools be for the people, and the colleges for a class ? In
a state in which birth counts so little, and mental culture so
much, in which those who have ascended to the highest places
will be found to be those of its citizens most distinguished for
mental power, and extensive acquirements, it seems impossible
that the highest institutions of education should not be cherish-
ed as sedulously as the lowest, and the entrance to them re-
garded as the birthright of the poorest as well as the richest
child in the State.

The only real difference that exists between the college and
the school, is, that the one is supported by the State, and the
other is, comparatively, at least, left to itself. The people are
excluded from the college, and the schools are free. These me-
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morialists have come up to you, and proposed a measure,
through the operation of which, this distinction shall be in a
great measure annulled. Your committee, after anxious delib-
eration and consultation, take the responsibility ofrecommend-
ing the measure to your favorable regard. An opportunity
presents itself of popularizing the colleges, and bringing them
into harmony with the great school system of Massachusetts.
An opportunity presents itself, of proving that the reproach
often cast upon democracies, that they have no appreciation of
mental culture, except in its most humble forms, that they have
no love for aught of learning, but its rudiments, is an unfounded
one. It is not a question of right. The State has clearly a
right to do what it will with its own. If it considers its higher
interests concerned in giving the aid to the colleges which has
been asked for, if it considers it fitting that those of its youth,
who are inspired with a love of “arts and sciences, and all good
literature,” should be taken by the hand, and encouraged in
their ambition, which, in the words of the constitution, “tends
to the honor of God, and the great benefit of this and the other
United States of America,” it has an admirable opportunity of
doing so, at the present time.

Our school system would, in the opinion of your committee,
be vastly improved by the measure. It would then be literally
true, in the enthusiastic language of Mr. Mann, that “our
schools, far more than they have done, may supply the presi-
dents and professors of colleges, and superintendents of public
instruction all over the land ; and send, not only into our sister
States, but across the Atlantic, the men of practical science, to
superintend the construction of the great works of art.” Our
schools, in the wider sense, the institutions at Williams, and
Amherst, and Cambridge included, can do this now ; but sure-
ly, not our common schools, in the limited meaning of the
term.

Your committee cannot take leave of this part of the subject,
without again expressing their conviction, that it is unnatural
and unwise, to allow the aristocratic character to become fixed
upon the colleges. The student is, in his nature, democratic.
His time of life is that at which the impulses are the most gene-
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rous, faith in human destiny strongest, the desire for pro-
gress, the most ardent. In the universities upon the continent
of Europe, the atmosphere is proverbially democratic. In the
German universities, a distinct community may be said to exist,
extending through the most despotic States of Germany, hold-
ing its members firmly connected, by the freemasonry of similar
habits and pursuits, and constituting a kind of hidden republic,
in the heart of a despotism. In the German university, the
most prominent peculiarities of the German character disappear.
The social inequality of rank is, to a considerable extent, for-
gotten. The crown prince of a State and the mechanic’s son,
the crusader’s descendant and the child of the peasant, meet
more nearly upon the same level, than would seem credible to
those who know only the German citizen. If any doubt could
be felt, as to the liberal character of the European student, we
need only to look at the part played by him upon the revolu-
tionary theatre of Paris, Berlin, and Vienna, during the last
eighteen months, to acquire the conviction, that, on the continent
of Europe, the universities are not the schools where aristo-
cratic propensities are fostered.

Again, it is not only because colleges are essentially demo-
cratic in their nature, that they are deserving of the support of
the State. More in this age than in any other, are all classes
dependent upon the higher kinds of culture. It is a practical
age, and science and art have become more practical than ever
before, and have busied themselves more than ever, with the
daily wants and interests of humanity.

The “ real schools” (real schulen,) of Germany, in which the
sciences are taught, with reference to their immediate practical
effect, have conveyed a lesson to our colleges. The student
does not study for himself, but for the community, and it is not
in his interest, but in that of the community, that his studies
should be regarded with favor. It would be difficult to point
out what particular kind of practical labor has not grown to
be dependent upon the labors of the scientific and learned. The
sailor, navigating the trackless ocean, by the arithmetical tables,
which were studied out in the cloister; the farmer, covering his
fields with chemical agents, and quadrupling his crops, at the
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dictate of a university professor; the merchant, encompassing
the earth, in a single instant, with his schemes, reducing his
projects to realities more rapidly than his mind can engender
them, by aid of the revelations of a scholar; every individual, of
whatever trade or profession, is more than ever dependent upon
the labors of the learned, in this age in which all the fables of
fairy land have faded into commonplaces before the wonderful
realities unrolled every day by science.

It is therefore because of the practical tendency of science in
this age, that it is more peculiarly the interest of our Slate to
foster and protect those institutions, where science and literature
can be more diligently and elaborately cultivated. The lessons
learned by the student, are not learned for himself, but for the
State and the country, and the nation is enriched by every
hour’s additional culture, enjoyed by its children. The interest
of the individual is comparatively nothing, and although our
sympathies are excited by the spectacle of a generous nature,
struggling with difficulties, yet it is because of the positive loss
which the State sustains, by the neglect thus suffered, that it
should interpose in the matter. Each true disciple of the higher
institutions is a conductor of the divine influence of learning,
throughout the land. It matters little, whether hundreds or
thousands, personally, go up to the altar, where the sacred fire
is kindled, its vivifying warmth is sure to be transmitted
throughout the land.

The schools and colleges of Massachusetts, then, should all
be popular schools, common schools, united under one system,
because education is one. The most gifted, conscientious,
and ardent youths of the State, should meet together in the
field, upon equal terms, in the morning of life. At present,
perhaps the most deserving are forced to toil till noon, in
another’s vineyard, to acquire the means of supplying their
own wants at the eleventh hour. The State has the power,
and, in the opinion of your committee, should have the incli-
nation, to apply the remedy to this disorder in the educational
system.

Thus far, your committee have endeavored to maintain these

propositions:—
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That the political basis of Massachusetts is the intelligence of
her people ;

That this intelligence can only be maintained by the careful
education of her children ;

That Massachusetts, recognizing this principle, does more
than any State in the world for the support and improvement
of common schools;

That education, however, being a single and indivisible idea,
it is as much her interest and duty, to cherish her colleges, as it
is to support her common schools.

Assuming, then, the importance of the colleges to the State,
believing in the propriety of opening them to the people, and of
endowing them with the means of improving their condition,
your committee would now look at the method proposed for ac-
complishing this purpose.

The memorialists pray, that, when the common school fund
shall have reached the million of dollars to which it was limited,
another fund may be suffered to accumulate in the same way,
and from the same resources, to the amount of $500,000, the
income of which shall be distributed among the three colleges
of the Commonwealth.

What is the school fund to which reference is thus made?
The answer would be readily furnished by almost every
person in the Commonwealth. A statute of the year 1834
provides that half the net receipts, from land sales in the
State of Maine, shall constitute a permanent fund, to be called
the Massachusetts school fund, for the encouragement of the
common schools; provided that said fund shall never exceed one
million of dollars.

The fund is fast accumulating to its limit. It amounted, on
the Ist January, 1849, to $848,267 17, and has been increasing,
during the last 10 years, at an average of $29,659, or say
$30,000 per annum. This sum is liable, of course, to deduc-
tions for payments which have been, and may be, authorized
by the Legislature, but your committee do not propose to go into
calculations, as to when the fund will be full, nor as to how
long it will take to accumulate the second fund asked for. It is
certain, that there is more than value enough remaining in the
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public lands unsold, to ensure the completion of the whole
amounts.

The whole number of acres of public lands in the State of
Maine, (according to information politely furnished to the com-
mittee, by Mr. Coffin, the land agent,) is about two and a quar-
ter millions. Of this quantity, 51 townships have been survey-
ed, explored and valued, and are now ready for sale to any
applicant. Twenty-three townships have been surveyed, but
not explored, and the residue of the territory remains a wild-
erness. The value of each township depends upon the quan-
tity and quality of the timber upon it, and its distance from
drivable streams. The receipts into the treasury, from land
and timber sold, have averaged $74,630 per annum, and there
is reason to believe, that the same annual amount can be reck-
oned upon in future.

This is the source from which the present school fund is
derived. The income of the accumulated fund amounted, last
year, to about $34,000. The principal, which is only $3OOO
larger than upon 1 January, 1848, its growth having been re-
tarded by a payment of a large sum for educational purposes,
is invested in mortgages, in notes of Boston Banks, in scrip of
the Eastern, Western, and Portland and Maine Railroads, and
in Western Railroad Stock.

It matters not, for the purposes of the present argument, to
fix a time when the fund will probably have reached its limita-
tion. It is sufficient for your committee to remind the Legisla-
ture that, after that limitation shall have been reached, the
money derived from future sales of public lands, will no more
be school fund than militia fund, or church fund, and that the
common schools have no more claim upon it than have the
prisons, the hospitals, or the colleges. It would be even more
correct to state that the common schools have less claim than
other institutions; that, indeed, they have no claim at all, be-
cause the statute expressly forbids them from ever receiving
more than one million. Until that statute, or that part of it is
abolished, the common schools, therefore, have no further
claims upon the resources from which the school fund has been
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accumulated; and this, in itself, furnishes a sufficient answer
to the statements in the Report made by the Minority of the
Committee on Education, last year, upon a memorial presented
by the colleges, similar in its character to the one at present
under consideration. It is considered important to notice these
statements, because your committee believe that much preju-
dice has been created by them against the memorialists,
throughout the community. This prejudice is most unjust and
unfounded.

“ To make, therefore,” say the Minority of the Committee,
“ liberal appropriations to the colleges, to the neglect of the
common schools—richly to endow the former,

at the expense of
the latter—the very thing which the petitioners ask—is not con-
sistent, we believe, with a sincere desire to promote the true
interests of collegiate education.”

If the Minority of the Committee, last year, had ever read
the statute of 1834, by which the school fund is created, or the
Memorials of the Colleges, for legislative assistance, it would
seem impossible that they could have made so unjustifiable an
insinuation. The colleges asked for assistance from the land
fund only after the schools had been supplied. They were to
begin to receive only after the schools had necessarily ceased
to receive. The law having declared that the school fund
should never exceed a million of dollars, it was obvious that,
so long as the statute stood without alteration, the fund would,
after a time, be devoted to other purposes than those of the
common schools, even if it should be refused to the colleges.

What, then, did the minority mean, by saying that the very
thing which the petitioners asked for, was, to richly endow the
colleges, at the expense of the schools ? Had they never read
the statute, or the memorial, or did they hazard a misrepresen-
tation, trusting that the people would never read the one or
the other ?

This leads us to examine what were the motives of the Legis-
lature in establishing this fund. Was it in order to provide for
the whole, or even any considerable portion of the support of
the common schools ? Most clearly not. The thing would

3
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have been impossible, inconceivable. During the last ten years,
the accumulations of that fund have been $300,000. During
the same period, the amount received by the schools from
taxation, has been $5,592,177. The appropriations in the
year 1847-8, were almost exactly $750,000, a sum equal to
three fourths of the whole school fund, as at present lim-
ited, within $lOO,OOO of its present amount, after fourteen
years of accumulation, and representing, when reckoned at
5 per cent., the income of a capital of fifteen millions. The
common schools have, therefore, a property now, exclusively of
the school fund, of at least fifteen millions, and that property
is increasing every day. The Constitution makes it “the duty
of the Legislature to cherish all seminaries, especially the Uni-
versity at Cambridge, public schools and grammar schools in
the towns;” and that provision has been faithfully carried out,
so far as the public schools are concerned. We are far, how-
ever, from meaning to maintain that the public schools are not
susceptible of improvement. We have no doubt, they are in
need of great improvement, and we hope, notwithstanding
the vast labors of the late Secretary of the Board of Education,
and however untiring may be the efforts of his present and his
future successors, that there will never come a day when the
public schools of Massachusetts will not be susceptible of im-
provement, or when the people will believe that they have
reached near enough to perfection. But we mean that the
Constitution has been obeyed, with regard to the schools, be-
cause the people are alive to the subject, because they are
willing to tax themselves to an amount, unheard of in other
countries, for educational purposes, because the recognized
right of the schools to draw upon the whole property of the Com-
monwealth to an almost indefinite extent, makes them com-
paratively independent of any other assistance, because (to
borrow again the language of Mr. Mann,) “each parent feels
that a free education is as secure a part of the birthright of his
offspring as Heaven’s bounties of light and air,”—because “the
State not only commands that the means of education shall be
provided for all, but denounces penalties against all indi-
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vidnals, and all towns and cities, however populous or power-
ful they may be, that shall presume to stand between her
bounty and its recipients,” (10 Annual Report, House Docu-
ment, No. 1, p. 233,) because, in short, the people already
tax themselves a million a year for educational purposes, and
because it is certain that, whenever two millions annually shall
be required, they will be given as freely as the one million is
given now.

The common schools have a property of fifteen, thirty, or
sixty millions, in their power of taxation. If the colleges pos-
sessed a similar power, they would not be found coming up to
you, year after year, asking for alms, asking only for a few
crumbs which fall from their younger brethren’s table. The
common schools do not, then, depend upon the school fund, or
its income, which amounts, at present, to $34,000, for their
regular and necessary support, but the distribution of that an-
nual sum is considered highly beneficial, as a stimulus, to ex-
cite a healthy action in the towns upon the subject of education.
Not a dollar from the school fund income can be received by a
town in which at least $1 25 per child has not been raised for
the support of the schools; and, as this gives, upon the basis of
214,000 children, between 4 and 16 years of age, throughout
the State, a sum of $267,000, the distribution of $34,000 op-
erates as an insurance of $267,000. As, however, the actual
sum raised is three times as large, it might admit of a doubt,
whether, in this regard, the fund was really so necessary, even
as a stimulus. At all events, however, it appears to your com-
mittee, that, in Massachusetts, where the people are so able
and so willing to sustain their schools, by annual taxation;
where, moreover, a million of dollars is permanently invested,
as an incentive to action, and to supply occasional, temporary
deficiencies ; where, in fact, much more is done for the support
of common school education than in any state upon earth, it
might be thought possible that kindred educational establish-
ments, struggling with poverty, might venture to ask for a slight
pecuniary aid, without exciting the jealousy of the schools. It
was with reference to this unlimited power of taxation, sustain-
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ed as it is by popular opinion, that reference was made, no
doubt, by the Hon. Abbott Lawrence, in his letter, making his
munificent donation of $lOO,OOO to establish the Scientific
School at Cambridge, in which he says, that “ Elementary Ed-
ucation appears to be well provided for in Massachusetts.”
It was with reference to this power, and the security of its ex-
ercise, that it was stated, in the College'Memorial of 1847-8,
that “the provision in Massachusetts, for elementary educa-
tion, * * seems to be all that can be desired, or that can be ad-
vantageously done by the Legislature.” It does not appear to
your committee, that these statements imply that the common
school system has reached perfection, or that even the annual
sum, raised by taxation, is sufficiently large, but that direct
legislative aid is comparatively less wanted. “ The donation
of Mr. Lawrence,” says Mr. Mann, (12th Annual Report, 75,
76,) “ will be highly beneficial to the few hundreds of students
who will have the direct enjoyment of his munificence; and
through them it will also benefit the State. So, too, would the
contemplated grant to the colleges. Thus far, it is believed, all
liberal minds will agree. But what is needed is the universal
prevalence of the further idea, that there are 200,000 children in
the State, each one of whom would be far more than proportion-
ally benefited by the expenditure, for their improved education,
of one tenth part of sums so liberal.” With profound deference
to the late Secretary, your committee deem it their duty to pro-
test against this decision. A tenth part of $600,000 would be
$60,000, which, divided among 200,000 children, would amount
to but 30 cents a child, about a thirtieth part of the amount
annually raised in Brookline, and about a quarter of the least
annual amount, voted in the most benighted town in the Com-
monwealth, a sum which, however judiciously expended,
would probably be consumed, and entirely annihilated, in the
course of the year, while the fund for the Scientific School, and
the fund for the Colleges, should it be established, will consti-
tute a permanent, intellectual treasury, out of which any of those
same 200,000 children, immediately, and all, indirectly, may
draw for the supply of their wants, and the generations which
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succeed them, afterwards, for all time to come. Those 200,000
children include not only the future laborers and mechanics
of the State, every one of whom has an indirect, but vast prac-
tical interest in the support of the higher schools of learning
and science, but also all the professional and scientific men, the
future clergy, judiciary and magistracy, the future orators,
statesmen, lawgivers and sages, of the Commonwealth. Your
committee cannot resist the conviction, that all and every
individual among those 200,000, will, in future time, should the
proposed measure be carried into effect, rise up and call you
blessed, who, “ with prospective wisdom,” have thus provided
for the intellectual wants of the coming generation. If it
could be proved, for example, that, but for this timely assist-
ance, the colleges, already crippled, would be obliged to suc-
cumb, if it were probable that their life depended upon your
yielding them this assistance, and if those 200,000 children
could be suddenly endowed with “ prospective wisdom” also,
and could be called upon to say, whether or not, by your inac-
tion, the colleges should now, and forever, cease to exist in
Massachusetts, they would, we believe, answer with one voice,
and in one indignant negative, that would rouse you from your
indifference upon this subject. Now, it is very certain that one
or two of the colleges have been struggling with difficulties till
they have been upon the very verge of dissolution, and that the
oldest born of the State, the institution supposed to be revelling
in riches, is, in reality, very poor, and very much in need of
that assistance, which used to be afforded to her, when both
she and the Commonwealth were obscure and weak. The
memorialists, then, had a right, in the opinion of your commit-
tee, to state that “the provision in Massachusetts, for elemen-
tary education, seems to be all that can be desired,” because
elementary instruction is provided with the political power, sus-
tained by public opinion, to tax the people, almost indefinitely,
for its support; and the memorialists, knowing that the sum of
$750,000 was annually raised for the support of the schools, no
more meant to say that the $46,000 of legislative appropriations
and vested income, was all that could be desired for the sup-
port of the schools, than they meant to say, that the same sum
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would pay all the annual expenses of the State, or pay off the
whole State debt, or give utterance to any other absurdity.
Yet the Minority Report, of last year, from which we feel our-
selves again obliged to quote, because its statements, published
without refutation, have, we fear, injured the cause of the me-
morialists, holds the following language : —“ The aggregate of
the State’s appropriations, annually, for elementary instruction,
* * * amounting, in all, to $46,000 * * * divided among
200,000 pupils, for whose education it is made the duty of the
Legislature to provide, gives to each child 23 cents per annum !

In view of these facts, we are utterly unable to conceive how
the memorialists could arrive at the conclusion that the provis-
ion for elementary education seems to be all that can be de-
sired. * * * The undersigned are free to confess that they have
not yet learned so to moderate their desires.” What would an
intelligent foreigner, for example, who knew nothing of the
Massachusetts system, and who should take up the Minority
Report of the Committee on Education, for 1848, for the pur-
pose of acquiring information upon the subject, infer from this
statement. Clearly, that the whole amount expended for pub-
lic education, was $46,000, or 23 cents a child. He could
never dream, upon reading the indignant language which we
have quoted, that $750,000, over and above the $46,000, was
raised in the towns by taxation, and that $8 50 per child was
raised in many towns. Now, although the citizens of Massa-
chusetts know better, and although they are generally aware
of the large sums expended in the State, upon popular educa-
tion, yet it is possible that, in some quarters, there may be a
want of information as to the relative amount of the school-fund
income and of the annual school tax, as to the limitation o.
the fund to a million by the statute which ordained its accu-
mulation, and as to the exact position of the colleges, in refer-
ence to the schools, upon this question; and it is possible too,
that a prejudice, founded upon this ignorance, a vague suspicion
that the colleges are seeking to obtain possession of property
which belongs to the common schools, may be so inflamed by
statements like these, which we have quoted, that it may be-
come unpopular to speak in favor of the colleges, and that a
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party feeling may grow up upon the subject, which will prove
highly injurious to the cause of popular education.

Your committee are not of opinion, that it would be desirable,
even if it were possible, to increase the school fund beyond the
limit fixed by the statute. For the purposes for which it was
originally designed, as a stimulus to taxation, as a means of
supplying deficiencies, and ofkeeping popular attention contin-
ually awake to the subject of popular education, it is valuable
in itself, and the cause of much value, but if it should be per-
mitted to accumulate to a much larger amount, it is believed,
that the effect would be prejudicial rather than beneficial to the
common schools. The moment the annual income should at
all approximate to a sum which might be considered sufficient
for the whole support of the schools, or which even might, to a
considerable degree, diminish taxation, that moment there
would be danger that men would begin to place too much reli-
ance upon the fund, and too little upon themselves, that taxa-
tion would be looked upon merely as a means of supplying tem-
porary deficiencies, and the towns, seeing that the Legislature,
in its wisdom and its sovereignty, had provided so liberally for
the support of their schools, might be less inclined to help them-
selves, and gradually begin to feel a dependance upon theLeg-
islature, which would be unhealthy and baneful to the cause of
the schools. President Everett, in his recent speech to the com-
mittee, an address remarkable for brilliancy of illustration,
and cogency of argument, took occasion, in discussing the
topic now under consideration, to allude to the neighboring
State of Connecticut, in which a school fund, on account of
its very magnitude, has proved disadvantageous to the cause
of education, and impeded the power of the towns to assist
themselves.

In the opinion of your committee, the common schools, so
called, do not require any further direct assistance from the Leg-
islature, after the fund devoted to them shall have been com-
pleted. There are, however, no doubt, several educational
purposes to which portions of the land fund might be devoted
in addition to that portion asked for by the colleges. The cause
of the normal schools, and the exigencies of the Board of Educa-
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lion, have particularly occupied the attention of your com-
mittee, and, at the conclusion of this report, a plan of pecunia-
ry assistance will be developed, under which the colleges, the
normal schools, the Board of Education, and the common
schools, may all be considered as parts of one great whole, the
general Massachusetts system ofeducation, all under the super-
vision of the Board of Education, and all tending to one ob-
ject, the elevation of the youthful mind of Massachusetts; in
one word, Education.

At present, we design to make a brief statement of the posi-
tion and wants of each of the three colleges. We will also take
occasion to observe, that we do not deem it necessary to apolo-
gize for the length of this paper. The subject is one of such
vast importance, that it could not be dismissed with a hasty and
careless discussion, consistently with the respect felt by your
committee for the Legislature, and for the memorialists whose
claims are under consideration. Your committee can say but
little that is new upon the subject. After the masterly report
made to the last Legislature by the committee on education,
after the elaborate and eloquent statements, both spoken and
written, of many gentlemen connected with the colleges, it
would be difficult to produce much that was new, either in the
way of history, argument, or illustration. The object of this
report is to gather up all the information upon the subject, as
succinctly as possible, and to present the latest views which
have occurred to your committee, after long and earnest consul-
tation.

Williams College* has received, since its foundation, the fol-
lowing sums:—

From individuals, (inclusive of original donation
of Ephraim Williams, of $9,157,) $89,560 58

From the State, inclusive of the portion of bank
tax, from 1814 to 1824, 46,459 68

Total, $136,020 26

* Vide the Report of the Joint Standing Committee on Education, to the Legislature of
1847-8.
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Its present property is as follows ;

Funds for term bills of indigent students,
.

$14,000 00
General fund, including Lawrence fund, . . 29,000 00
College buildings, at cost, .... 46,000 00
Philosophical and chemical apparatus, valued at . 4,763 47

$93,763 47

A college building, which cost $15,000, was de-
stroyed by fire, in 1841. The remainder of the
funds received, has been doubtless applied to
current expenses. Deducting now the cost of the
college buildings, and the apparatus, which
were charged at.

There will remain as actual, available funds, for
meeting the current expenses of the college, and
increasing its usefulness, the sum of $43,000 00

Which sum, invested at 6 per cent., would yield an annual in-
come of $2,580.

We suppose that it will not require any argument to prove
that a college, with a vested income of but $2,580, may be
fairly considered as poor; that it will be entirely unable to add
any thing to its library, (which numbers at present less than
6,000 volumes;) that it will be unable to keep its apparatus for
teaching at all upon a level with the constantly advancing
standard of the age; that it can do nothing for the support of
indigent students; that it can pay but inadequate salaries toils
professors; and that it must tax its students for tuition, more
heavily than they can afford to pay, in order to provide for its
daily wants, and to save itself from entire destruction.

The college has received nothing for 25 years, during which
time, it has lost one of its buildings by fire. The Common-
wealth has not only given nothing, but its inaction may be
said to have been doubly adverse, because, as was stated by
President Hopkins, individuals were very apt, when applica-
tions for assistance were made to them in behalf of the college.

4

$50,763 47
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to reply that it was the duty of the State, and not of individu-
als, to protect the institutions of education. The same gentle-
man stated to the committee, that no professor could live upon
his salary j that he had received $7OO a year, when he was pro-
fessor, and that although, within a year or two, the salaries had
been raised to $9OO, yet the means of living having proportion-
ally advanced, the salaries remained manifestly inadequate to
the support of the professors and their families. It was impos-
sible for the government of the college, (he observed,) to pro-
vide itself with the necessary means and appliances of instruc-
tion ; and to keep up with the demands of the age. Ho had
himself been an itinerant lecturer, in order to obtain small sums
of money, for the purchase of necessary apparatus. But the
most striking fact, connected with Williams College, and one
which at once illustrates the love of science prevailing at the
institution, and the narrowness of its means, is the erection of
the observatory. This was done by one individual, Professor
Albert Hopkins, with a salary of $7OO, who paid $2OOO of his
savings, ran in debt for an additional amount, built the obser-
vatory, and made the telescope, excepting only the glass. Your
committee cannot believe that, where such indigence is united
with such scientific and literary enthusiasm, as appears to pre-
vail at Williams College, these petitioners for your justice,
rather than your bounty, will find themselves rudely repulsed
from your door, without at least having secured an impartial
and deliberate examination of their claims.

The property ofAmherst College is as follows: —*

Charity fund, for indigent students, preparing for
the Christian ministry, ....f51,807 00

Foundations for professorships, . .
. 73,333 00

College buildings, President’s house, cost, . 47,000 00
Other property of uncertain ultimate value, esti-

mated by its present income, . . . 13,000 00

Total, (inclusive of $25,000, granted two years
since, by the Legislature, of which f have been
paid,) ......$185,140 00

* Vide Report oflast year’s Committee on Education.
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If we deduct, however, the charity fund, $51,807
Cost of buildings, . .

. 47,00047,000

Funds appropriated to specific professor-
ships, 60,000

$158,807 00

There will remain but $26,333 00

which, if invested at 6 per cent., would yield an income of but
$1,579, for the general purposes of the college. It is obvious,
therefore, without argument, that this college likewise, from
extreme poverty, must be entirely unable to keep up with the
spirit of improvement, which characterizes the age; that it must
be powerless to provide adequate salaries for its professors, to
maintain its library and philosophical collections; and that it
must be entirely dependent upon the tuition fees exacted from
its students, to support its daily existence.

Amherst has never received any donation from the State, ex-
cepting the $25,000, granted by the Legislature of 1846-7, of
which three instalments are yet to be paid. The annual sala-
ries of the professors are but $9OO each, exactly equal to that
paid to the messenger of the governor and council in Massa-
chusetts. The library is small, and the proper apparatus for
instruction exceedingly deficient.

This college has struggled with difficulties and embarrass-
ments, of so depressing a character, that it is remarkable that
the institution has survived. It has only been kept in exist-
ence by extreme devotion on the part of its government. Many
of the officers have abandoned their salaries, and employed all
the means in their power, to retrieve its condition. They have
been discouraged by the poverty of the college, by its utter de-
ficiency in books, and all needful collections for philosophical
and scientific purposes, and have felt keenly the want of sym-
pathy, which the public seemed to entertain for their position,
at a period when the common schools, and the general cause of
education, were looked upon with so much kindness. They
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have felt that the daily improvement of the common school sys-
tem necessitated a corresponding advance on the part of the
college, and that the college must rise higher and higher, with
the upward tendency of the age, or sink at once, and be forever
forgotten. They have felt that the same generous enthusiasm,
which has done so much for the schools, ought to extend its in-
fluence to the colleges, and they have hoped that the object of
their present memorial might be eventually attained, mainly
because it was the interest of the people, that collegiate educa-
tion should be as free as common school education. Of the
$25,000 appropriated two years since, by the Legislature, one
quarter part is to be applied to the diminution of the expense of
tuition. A reduction of 14 per cent, has already been effected,
the annual charge being now $42 instead of $4B, as heretofore,
and if the prayer of the memorial should be granted, the gov-
ernment of the institution pledges itself to make tuition free.

The condition of Harvard College, according to the latest re-
port of the treasurer, (of August 31, 1848,) is as follows :

Total property of all kinds, (exclusively of the college build-
ings, with the library and other property contained in them,
belonging to the college, and the grounds under and adjoining the
same, which have no fixed pecuniary value attached to them, in
the treasurer’s books,) ....$789,284 64
Deducting from this amount, the property held in

trust by the college, for the use of the law, theo-
logical, and medical schools, with other appro-
priated funds, amounting in all to . . 329,458 74

There will remain, as the amount of property ap-
propriated to the education of undergraduates, or
the academic department, of which $175,904 97,
is unrestricted, and the remainder specifically
appropriated, ..... $459,825 90

Of which the amount of income during the year
1847-8, applicable to salaries and other purposes
of the colleges, was ....$19,910 71
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The expenses of the academic department, during
the same financial year, were ;

Salaries, .... $28,497 22
Other expenses, . . . 11,650 71

$40,147 93

20,237 22Exceeding the income in the amount of
Which deficiency was accordingly supplied by

the tuition fees charged to the students, actually
amounting to 20,471 38

Leaving a balance over expenditure for the year,
of ..... 234 16

It is hardly necessary for your committee to remind theLeg-
islature, that Harvard College, strictly so called, is alone con-
cerned in the memorial at present under discussion. It is, how-
ever, well known, lat a number of professional schools have,
in later times, dust ed themselves about the college, with which
institution they ha ;no further connection, than that they are
under the control o its corporation, and that the funds belong-
ing to them are held in trust by the college and managed by
its treasurer.

The college derives no benefit from these funds and no bene-
fit from this congregation of schools around the original insti-
tution, save the title of university, which is now usually be-
stowed upon the whole collective establishment, and the
mutual aid, countenance and support, which individuals and
institutions of kindred pursuits and scientific relationship, de-
rive from each other, from propinquity of situation.

The sum of $245,065 97, to which these funds amount, are
of no value to Harvard College, and contribute as little to its
prosperity, in a pecuniary sense, as they do to that of William
College, or Amherst College, or of the normal schools. They
swell the amount of university property, upon the treasurer’s
books, simply because the treasurer of the college acts also as
treasurer for the professional schools.

It may fairly be stated then, without paradox, that, of all the
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colleges, Harvard is the poorest, because, so far as regards the
power of furnishing instruction gratuitously to the people, it is
exactly $20,237 22 a year worse than nothing.

Now, although this matter has lately been very thoroughly
explained, in many able and interesting papers, (including the

report of the visiting committee to the overseers, and the “ Let-
ter to the President of Harvard College, by a member of the
corporation,”) yet it may not be superfluous for your committee,
once more and as briefly as possible, to set the matter in its true
light.

And, in the first place, it is desirable that a distinct idea
should be formed, of the amount of pecuniary assistance, which
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has afforded to Harvard
College. “It is indeed quite true,” says President Everett, in
his last annual report, “and the fact is gratefully mentioned,
that, in former periods, the Legislature was a most liberal bene-
factor to the college. Its bounty, however, was applied either
to current expenses, (mostly the payment of the salaries of the
president and professors,) or the erection of public buildings.
The permanent income, applicable to the support of the institu-
tion, which can be traced to public endowment, is but small.”

On the other hand, the minority of the committee on educa-
tion, of last year, speak as follows :

“We have yet to learn, that enriching colleges tends to
cheapen education. Harvard College has received more pecu-
niary aid, than any other literary institution in New England.
Prior to 1826, it had received, in grants from the State,
$216,000, * * * yet. with these resources, —this, as it
seems to us, liberal endowment, —the expenses of a collegiate,
education, at Cambridge, are greater, we believe, than at any
other college in New England. * * * We shall, doubtless,
be told, that the advantages enjoyed, are correspondingly great-
er. Such, they should be, but not at the expense of students,—
for the State has more than defrayed the extra cost.”

Your committee would, between these very much conflicting
statements, attempt to ascertain the true history of this matter,
from the treasurer’s books, and such other sources, as are avail-
able.
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The amount of State donations, in a great many small and
successive grants, down to the year 1786, was . $ 116,157 74
Proceeds of the bank tax, between 1814, and 1824, 100,000 00

$216,157 74Total of State donation

Now, it is very certain, that the greaterpart of the donations,
prior to the year 1786, were in small sums, expressly intended
for the current expenses of the institution. Forty-six grants
were given for the maintenance of the president, fifty-seven
grants were made for payment of salaries to professors, and
many grants were made for building the president’s house, for
repairing it, and for the erection and the restoration of the col-
lege halls.*

Nothing remains of this $116,000, but the buildings, which
were erected with a portion of the amount. The remainder
was applied, during the course of a century and a half, to the
current expenses of the institution, according to the intention of
the Legislature, when they made the grants. Not a dollar of
it remains at the present day, and it can no more be considered
as endowment, it can, in no truer sense, be said to enrich the
college, than an individual may be said to be enriched or en-
dowed by the whole amount of money spent for the food and
education of his grandfather.

The remaining $lOO,OOO of the State donation was ten six-
teenths of the Bank tax, received in ten instalments, from 1814
to 1824. Of this, $25,000 were reserved, according to the direc-
tions of the Legislature, for the relief of indigent students ;

$20,000 were invested in the Medical College, and $55,000
were spent to complete the erection of University Hall.

The government of Harvard College has never failed to
speak with becoming and grateful respect of the liberality of
the Commonwealth, in former years; but it may be stated
now, without fear of contradiction, that, so far as its present
and general means of usefulness are concerned, it is under no
obligations to the Legislature, excepting in so far as its annual
expenses are diminished, by the possession ofsuch ofits buildings

Vide the Report of the Visiting Committee, pp,
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as have been erected by State funds. The statement, then, of
the Minority, that “the correspondingly greater advantages en-
joyed at Harvard should not be at the expense of the student,
because the State has more than defrayed the extra cost,”
seems to your committee to be entirely without meaning.

So much for the State donations. It, however, appears, from
the treasurer’s books, that the college has received $774,526 86,
from private sources, since the year 1638 ; and that it actually
possesses, besides the college buildings and grounds, property,
to the nominal amount of about $750,000. Still, it appears to
your committee, that the college is very much in need of as-
sistance, and there seems to be nothing in this statement to
excite surprise. There seems to be no more reason why, be-
cause the college has, in the course of two centuries, received
$750,000, that it should never be in want of assistance, than
that the common schools should be considered as permanently
supplied, because they have received exactly that amount.
($750,000) during the last, year; because they have received
five and a half millions, during the last ten years, or because
two millions have been spent for new school-houses, during the
same period of time. The college is no more in condition to
provide for its current wants, in consequence of the amount
which it has received, than are the common schools. Having,
therefore, no power to tax the community, and make education
free, it is obliged to raise $20,000 a year, by taxing its students,
and keep its doors shut to those who cannot afford to pay.

In fact,’ every donation made by individuals has, in a certain
sense, made the college poorer. Professorships have been
established, upon inadequate foundations, and the college was
either obliged to refuse the bequest, or, in accepting it, to in-
crease its annual expense, by providing an additional remune-
ration to the professors. Thus, individual liberality has con-
stantly required an apparent, but necessary extravagance, upon
the part of the college. Of the whole amount of $750,000,
upon the treasurer’s books, it has been already stated, by your
committee, that only $459,825 belong to the college; and that
of this only $175,000 is unrestricted, the remainder being spe-
cifically appropriated. The regular expenses of the academic
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department are $40,000, and of this, in round numbers, one
half is charged upon the students, and one half is derived from
the income of the college property.

The college, therefore, is quite unable to supply its daily
wants, and as unable to diminish its expenses, because they
are necessitated by the very bequests which it has received.
It has no money to buy books, or even to keep its present
library in proper preservation; it has no money, to keep up
with the educational wants of the age, in the purchase of proper
scientific and philosophical apparatus; it has no money to pay
its officers, either chief or subordinate; to increase such sala-
ries, as are inadequate, or to pay professors and tutors, who
have been placed upon no established foundation. If a college,
then, be rich which is obliged to raise $20,000 every year, by a
tax upon its students; if a college be not poor which is unable
to provide for its daily existence, and is wholly powerless to
open its doors for the instruction of indigent, but deserving
youths, then your committee are unable to form a right con-
clusion, after painfully and impartially considering the evidence
which has been placed before them.

It would, however, be a most unjust and illogical conclu-
sion, because the college is still in need of assistance, and be-
cause the expense of tuition is still considerable at Harvard,
that, therefore, no good had been effected by the money already
invested in the institution, or, in the words of the Minority
Report, that “ enriching the college had not tended to cheapen
education.”

No doubt the education is very cheap, at $75 annual cost.
Had not the large sums devoted to the improvement of the col-
lege, by private and public liberality, been judiciously invested,
the cost of as complete an education as is enjoyed at Harvard
College would have been at least three times the amount at
present charged. The services of the large number of distin-
guished professors and teachers, who grace the college, the
large although incomplete library, the considerable philosoph-
ical collections, the commodious public buildings, the orna-
mental grounds, the botanical gardens, all the advantages flow-
ing from these various sources, are enjoyed by the undergrad-

5
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nates now, at a price equal to about half the customary cost of
a private day school in Boston.

Education has been “ cheapened” very considerably, by the
private generosity which has “enriched the college,” but the
present memorialists would induce the Legislature, if possible,
to cheapen it still further, to reduce the price of tuition to so
low a point that a college education may be considered free to
every young man in the Commonwealth. In this, Massachu-
setts would not even take the lead. Massachusetts will lag be-
hind the age, if her exclusive and aristocratic system of college
education endure much longer. New York spends $28,000
yearly among her colleges. Hamilton college remits all tuition
fees to those students who are unable to pay, and are deserving
of assistance; the University at Michigan is entirely free ; and
college instruction is free in South Carolina, a state which
spends, and has spent, for many years, $20,000 annually, upon
its colleges. Massachusetts owes it to herself, not to be be-
hind her sister states, in her regard for the higher and more
liberal forms of intellectual culture; standing, as she does,
preeminent, and the object of respect, throughout the world, for
her devotion to the cause of popular education, in its elementary
forms.

Your Committee would now, before stating the plan which
they are desirous of recommending to the notice of the Legisla-
ture, make an observation upon a kindred subject, which
has been brought to their notice, and which, for obvious rea-
sons, they are inclined to consider, in connection with the
colleges.

Several matters connected with the general subject of ed-
ucation, have been brought before the Legislature, in Mr.
Mann’s supplementary report to his last annual report, and
have been considered by your committee, at a conference with
a deputation from the Board of Education, at an early period of
the session.

The condition of the normal schools, and the present position
of the public department of education, are the most important
of these subjects.

In the first place, the normal schools, during the last year,
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have received $6,475 35, from the Legislature, and it is proba-
ble that a larger sum will be required annually, for the future.
Your committee do not propose to go into details upon this sub-
ject, at present, both because the means of acquiring full infor-
mation, with regard to the normal schools have so recently
been placed in the power of every member of the Legislature,
and because the interest of the normal schools is so much at
the heart of every friend of popular education, (and no man
dare avow himself its enemy,) that it has not been considered
necessary to urge their claims so elaborately, as has been the
case with those of the colleges. “On a careful review,” says
Mr. Mann, in his recent annual report, “ and inspection of all
that has been done within the last twelve years, to improve the
common schools of Massachusetts, and of the special instrumen-
talities by which these improvements have been effected, I
cannot refrain from assigning the first place, in adaptedness and
efficiency, to our State normal schools. Without these, all
other labors and expenditures would have yielded but a meagre
harvest of success.”

Secondly, the Board ofEducation can hardly be said to be in
a respectable position. It has a name, but no local habitation.
The Secretary of the Board, who, although with an humbler
title, and still humbler emoluments, is, after all, what is called,
in many countries, the minister of public instruction, has no
place of business, no office where the multitude of papers
and public documents, belonging to his post, can be deposited,
and where the constant applicants upon his attention, can be
sure of finding, at stated times, a hearing. A pedlar, with
his pack, is better provided for, than the head of the depart-
ment of public education, in Massachusetts.

Your committee are of opinion, that the department should
be provided with an office, in the State House, if possible, by
which means, a vast deal of time would be saved, both to the
public and the Secretary. It is also indispensable, to the very
existence of the department, that it should be provided with a
competent clerk.

To unite the faculties of a minister of public instruction, of
elevated views, and wide comprehension of his mission, with
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that of a patient book-keeper, delighting in statistical and infini-
tesimal details, is not often within the. ability of one man. To
visit annually every county in the Commonwealth, to lecture
once a week, to correspond on the philosophy and the detail of
education, every day, with people in all parts of the world, to
give gratuitous legal advice to every school district in the State,
upon educational matters, to prepare the statistics of school re-
turns, from 300 towns, besides preparing two or three octavo
volumes of reports and lectures, for the press, annually, to ful-
fil, in short, the high and difficult functions of chief, in a de-
partment of government, whose horizon must expand with
every step of progress, and whose work, therefore, necessarily
extends into the infinite, and to do all the work of a clerk, in
addition, besides travelling all over the State, half the year, at
his own expense, all this has been found to be within the ca-
pacity of one man, and that man has been contented with an
amount of salary, usually paid to an accomplished book-keeper.
Massachusetts may congratulate herself upon having enjoyed
the services of such a man so cheaply, for twelve years, and
the late Secretary may congratulate himself, that the State has
not ridden him to death ; but it would be hardly worthy of her
character and her liberality, to try so hazardous an experiment
again.

It is to be hoped, that the present able and accomplished Sec-
retary, and his future successors in office, may, by the wisdom
of the Legislature, be placed in a more independent position.
Your committee accordingly recommend the establishment ofan
office, for the department of education, where the documents,
books and papers, belonging to the institution, may be kept,
where the board may hold their meetings, where applications
upon business may be received, and where all statistical matters
connected with the school districts, may be kept for reference.
They would further recommend, that the salary of the Secretary
be increased, at least to an extent, sufficient to provide for his
necessary travelling and other incidental expenses, and that a
clerk be permanently assigned to the office, competent to attend
to the accounts, the statistical details, and the general ordinary
business of the office.
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Your committee have now, at as great a length as was
thought justifiable, but not so amply as they could have wished,
endeavored to convince the Legislature,—

That the true and highest interest, political, social, and moral
of Massachusetts, is the cause of education ;

That education, being in its nature an indivisible idea, the
State is just as much bound to cherish it in its higher, as in its
elementary forms, to lend its assistance, not only to the schools,
but to the colleges, if the colleges stand in need of assistance ;

That the three colleges of the Commonwealth are each poor,
and each in need of assistance;

That, if a democratic character is considered desirable for
Massachusetts colleges, assistance should be afforded to them
by the State, and not by individuals;

That a means of assistance is in the hands of the Legislature,
in the sources from which the school fund has nearly accumu-
lated to its prescribed limit;

That the normal schools, and the Board of Education, need
legislative assistance;

That, according to the same principle of unity in education,
they should be united in the same scheme; the common schools
normal schools and colleges, thus forming parts of one great
whole, the Massachusetts system of public instruction.

The plan which your committee accordingly would recom-
mend to your consideration, is that, after the Massachusetts
school fund shall have reached its limitation of $1,000,000, an-
other fund shall be allowed to accumulate from the same sources,
for the use of the colleges, of the normal schools, and for edu-
cational purposes, of a general nature; that the limitation of
this fund shall be $750,000; that, of this whole amount,
$500,000 shall constitute a permanent fund, for the three col-
leges of the Commonwealth ; that, at least one halfof the in-
come of this halfmillion shall be appropriated, by the colleges,
to the reduction of the expenses of tuition; that $250,000
shall constitute a permanent fund, whose income shall be
devoted to the support of the normal schools, to the ex-
penses of the Board of Education, and to other educational
purposes; that the fund shall be suffered to accumulate, both
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principal and interest, till it amounts to $250,000; that, after
this point shall have been reached, the income shall be payable
in the proportion of two thirds to the colleges, and one third to
the Board ofEducation, for its own use. and that of the normal
schools, as above stated; that the principal only shall thereafter
be suffered to accumulate, till it reach the limit prescribed, of
$750,000; that the Board of Education be empowered to ex-
amine as to the disposition of the whole income, and be con-
sidered as responsible to the Legislature, for the application of
the income of the whole fund, according to the intention of the
Legislature, in making the grant.

In conclusion, the accompanying bill is respectfully submitted,

J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.
order of the committee,
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AN ACT
Establishing a Fund for Educational Purposes.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. As soon as the Massachusetts School
2 Fund shall have reached the limit of one million of
3 dollars, prescribed by the statute which created it,
1 another fund shall be suffered to accumulate from

5 the same sources, and from such others as shall here-
-6 after be appropriated to it by the Legislature.
1 Sect. 2. This fund shall be called the Massachu-
-2 setts Fund for Public Instruction, and shall be limit-
-3 ed, in its amount, to seven hundred and fifty thousand
4 dollars.

1 Sect. 3. Of this fund, the amount of five hundred
2 thousand dollars shall be appropriated to the benefit
3 of the three Colleges of the Commonwealth, and the

©mmitowtoealtfj of J&»sBacf)uatttB.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.
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4 income of that amount shall be paid over to the
5 Treasurer of the Commonwealth, to he by him paid
6 over to tlxe Treasurers of Harvard, Williams, and
7 Amherst Colleges, respectively, and in equal pro-
-8 portions.

1 Sect. 4. Of the income thus received by the
2 said Treasurers of said Colleges, at least one half shall
3 be applied to the reduction of the expense of tuition
4 for students belonging to the Commonwealth.
1 Sect. 5. The amount oftwo hundred and fifty thou-
-2 sand dollars shall be appropriated to the benefit of
3 the Normal Schools, to the expenses of the Board of
4 Education, and to other educational purposes, of a
5 general nature ; and the income of that amount shall
6 be paid over to the Treasurer of the Commonwealth,
7 to he by him paid over to the Treasurer of the
8 Massachusetts Board of Education, to be by him
9 applied, according to the provisions of this statute.

1 Sect. 6. The said fund shall be suffered to accu-
-2 mulate, both principal and interest, from the said
3 sources, until it reaches the amount of two hunched
4 and fifty thousand dollars; after which the income
5 of that amount shall be paid over to the Treasurers
6 of the Colleges and the Treasurer of the Massachu-
-7 setts Board of Education, in the proportion of two
8 thirds to the Colleges, and one third to the Board,
9 and the principal only shall thereafter be suffered to

10 accumulate, until it reaches the prescribed limit.
1 Sect. 7. The Board of Education is empowered
2 and required, to examine yearly, as to the application
3 of this fund by the Colleges, and to report thereon to
4 the Legislature.


