
HOUSE....No. 102.

[Reported by the Committee on Probate, &c.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Nine.

AN ACT

In further addition to an act providing for the appoint-
ment of Public Administrators.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same , as follows :

1 Sect. 1. When any public administrator, in any
2 county, shall die, resign, or be removed, the judge of
3 probate for that county shall issue his warrant to
4 some other public administrator, in the same county,
o requiring him to examine the accounts of such late
6 public administrator, touching the estates on which
7 he shall have taken out letters of administration, and
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8 to return into court a statement of all such estates
9 not fully administered, and of the balance of each

10 estate remaining in the hands of the late administra-
-11 tor at the time of his death, resignation, or removal.
12 And thereupon the said judge of probate shall issue
13 to the public administrator, making the return, he
14 having given the requisite bonds, letters of adminis-
-15 tration upon the several estates so returned, to ad-
-16 minister the estate, not already administered, notwith-
17 standing, in any case, the personal estate, not admin-
-18 istered, may not amount to twenty dollars; and the
19 provisions of this section shall, in like manner, apply
20 to any estates partially administered by any public
21 administrator who has already died, resigned, or been
22 removed, but whose accounts relating to such estates
23 have not been finally settled.

1 Sect. 2. Any public administrator, instead of giv-
-2 ing a separate bond for each estate, may give a gen-
-3 eral bond for the faithful administration of all estates,
4 on which letters of administration shall be granted to
5 him, as public administrator. Such bond shall be
6 given with sufficient surety or sureties, in such sum
7 as the judge of probate shall order, payable to the
8 said judge, or to his successors, with condition sub-
-9 stantially as follows:—

10 First, to make and return, into the probate court,
11 within three months from the time of granting to
12 him, as public administrator, letters of administration
13 on the estate of any person who shall have deceased,
14 a true inventory of all the real estate, and the goods,
15 chattels, rights and credits of such person deceased,
16 which have or shall come to his possession or knowl-
-17 edge.
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18 Secondly, to administer according to law all the
19 goods, chattels, rights and credits of every such per-
-20 son deceased, and the proceeds of all his real estate,
21 that may be sold for the payment of his debts, which
22 shall at any time come to the possession of the said
23 administrator, or to the possession of any other per-
-24 son for him:
25 Thirdly, to render, upon oath, a true account of
26 his administration of every such estate, within one
27 year from the date of his letters of administration
28 thereon, and, at least once in each year, until the
29 said trust shall have been fulfilled, and at any other
30 times, when required by the judge of probate:
31 Fourthly, to pay any balance of every such estate
32 remaining in his hands, upon the settlement of his
33 accounts, to such persons as the judge of probate
34 shall lawfully direct; and, when such estate shall
35 have been fully administered upon, and the debts
36 paid according to law, to deposite the whole amount
37 thereof that may remain in his hands with the
38 treasurer of the Commonwealth for the time being:
39 Fifthly, to deliver the letters of administration on
40 the estate of any person deceased, into the probate
41 court, in case any will of such person deceased shall
42 be thereafter duly proved and allowed; and, upon the
43 appointment of a successor as administrator of any
44 such estate, to surrender and deliver up his said let-
-45 ters of administration into the said court, with an
46 account of his doings therein, under oath; and, upon
47 a just settlement of his said account, to pay over to
48 his said successor all sums of money remaining in his
49 hands, and also deliver to him all the property, effects
50 and credits of the said deceased, not administered
51 upon.
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2 have given such general bond, as is above provided
3 for, shall, at the probate court first held in the county
4 after the first day of January in each year, render to
5 the judge of probate an account, under oath, of all
6 balances of estates then remaining in his hands; and
7 the judge of probate may, at any time, require addi-
-8 tional sureties to be furnished upon the bond, or a
9 new bond to be given. And those periods prescribed

10 by law, which fix the times when executors and ad-
-11 ministrators shall first become liable, and when they
12 shall cease to be liable, to the suits of creditors of the
13 deceased, and the times within which notice of their
14 appointment shall be given and recorded, and other
15 acts performed, which periods, in the case of other
16 administration bonds, begin to run from the time of
17 giving the bond, shall, in the case of such general
18 bond, for all the purposes of each particular estate.
19 begin to run from the date of the letters of adminis-
-20 tration on such estate.

1 Sect. 4. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.

1 Sect. 3. Every public administrator who shall


