
HOUSE.... No. 119.

[Reported by the Committee on the Judiciary.]

AN ACT
Concerning Sidewalks in Unaccepted Streets in the

City of Boston.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. When any street or way, which now is,
2 or hereafter shall be opened, in the city of Boston,
•3 over any private land, by the owners thereof, and
4 dedicated to, or permitted to be used by, the public,
5 before such street shall have been accepted, and laid
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6 out according to law, it shall he the duty of the
7 owners of lots abutting thereon, to construct con-
-8 venient sidewalks on each side of said streets, or
9 way, at their own expense, in such manner as the

10 safety and convenience of the public shall, in the
11 opinion of the mayor and aldermen of said city, re-
-12 quire ; and, if the owners of such abutting lots shall,
13 after reasonable notice given by the said mayor and
14 aldermen, neglect or refuse to construct said side-
-15 walks in such street or way, in manner aforesaid, it
16 shall be lawful for the said mayor and aldermen to
17 cause the same to be constructed, as aforesaid; and
18 the expense thereof shall, after due notice to the par-
-19 ties interested, be equitably assessed upon the owners
20 of such abutting lots, by the said mayor and alder-
-21 men, in such proportions as they shall judge reason-
-22 able; and all assessments so made shall be a lien
23 upon such abutting lands, in like manner as taxes
24 are now a lien upon real estate; Provided , always ,

25 that nothing contained in this act, shall be construed
26 to affect any agreement heretofore made respecting
27 any such streets or ways as aforesaid, between such
28 owners and said city; Provided , also , that any such
29 constructing of sidewalks in any street or way, by
30 the mayor and aldermen, as aforesaid, shall not be
31 construed to be an acceptance of such street or way
32 by the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 2. This act shall take effect in thirty days
2 from the passing thereof, unless the city council of
3 said city shall, within that time, vote not to accept
4 the same.






