
HOUSE... No. 13S.

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS

OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD IN REGARD TO PETITION
OF NEW HAVEN AND NORTHAMPTON COMPANY.

Whereas
, The Hampshire and Hampden Canal, by virtue of a

charter granted by the Legislature of this Commonwealth,
was constructed through this and the neighboring towns
about twenty years since, under the promise and expectation
of furnishing, for the inhabitants of this vicinity, a southern
market for our produce and manufactures, and a more con-
venient mode for travelling than was then enjoyed :

And whereas, In order to facilitate this project, the land, over
which the said canal passed, was, in many instances, freely
given, and, in others, a very partial and inadequate compen-
sation was accepted; and, in all cases, where damages were
assessed by appraisal, the benefit to the owners, which it
was imagined must inevitably accrue from the construction
of this navigable stream to the tide-waters, was, by the terms
of the charter, first to be deducted from the value of the
land:—

And whereas, these expectations of advantage, both to the pub-
lic and to individuals, have entirely failed of being realized,
and the towns have thus suffered in the obstruction of their
highways, and individuals in the appropriation of their
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lands, and, in many instances, in the loss of their money as
stockholders ; be it, therefore,

Resolved, That any further legislative aid to said canal com-
pany, or to any persons or corporations, claiming to be their
successors, by which they should be empowered to divert the
travel and business from the entire route of said canal in the
State of Massachusetts, would be most palpably unjust to the
inhabitants of this and the neighboring towns, and one which
we shall not readily believe an intelligent legislature of Massa-
chusetts will adopt against the rights and interests of their own
citizens, and in favor of foreigners to our jurisdiction.

Resolved, Should the Legislature of Massachusetts deem it
expedient to grant any charter for a railroad to the present
petitioners, inasmuch as they acknowledge themselves pos-
sessed of about $300,000 of the old canal property, for a large
portion of which, if any thing, a mere nominal sum was paid;
and, inasmuch as the Legislature of Connecticut, actuated by
an intelligent spirit of justice and right, made provision, in their
acts of incorporation, that the railroad, to be made through the
said State, should be constructed on or near the line of the
canal, thereby obviously intending to provide accommodation
for that same line of travel and business which the canal had
failed to supply, it would seem most obviously to be in accord-
ance with the same spirit of justice and right, that the Legisla-
ture of Massachusetts should also provide that, in the continu-
ance of the same road by the same proprietors, into the State
of Massachusetts, they should be limited to its construction
here as in Connecticut, “ on or near the line of the canal.”

Resolved, That, while the construction of the proposed rail-
road to Springfield could add little or nothing to the prosperity
or business of that town, already so fully accommodated with
railroad facilities, it ought to be an object with the Legislature,
whenever it is possible, to encourage the establishment and
growth of other such centres of activity and business, and
thereby to increase the prosperity and population of every part
of the State.



1849. J 3HOUSE—No. 138.

Resolved
,

That the town clerk be directed to forward copies
of the foregoing preamble and resolutions to our representa-
tives in the General Court, who are hereby instructed to use all
fair and honorable means for accomplishing the purposes con-
templated in said Resolves.

A true copy of the original

Attest,

ASAHEL BUSH. Town Clerk.




