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House of Representatives, April 18th, 1849.

The committee on Public Charitable Institutions, to which was
referred the last annual report of the Trustees of the State
Lunatic Hospital, together with two orders of the Legisla-
ture ; one in reference to the purchase of certain land for the
use of the hospital, and the other concerning the solitary
rooms at that institution, have considered the same, and
would respectfully

That the land, here alluded to, is adjoining that, which be-
longs to, and is now improved by, the hospital, and it is thought
by the trustees, to be necessary, for many reasons, to annex it
to the institution.

The present quantity of land attached to the hospital, is
about seventy-one acres ; but, as the inmates have greatly in-
creased since it was originally located, and a necessity had
arisen for more stock upon its farm, and a place of pasturage
for that stock, it was deemed advisable, by the trustees, about
three years since, to purchase the lot of land under considera-
tion, containing twenty-seven acres, at a cost of three thousand
dollars. The purchase was made by one of their number, (Hon.
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Stephen Salisbury,) with the understanding that the Com-
monwealth might possess it on those terms, at any time when
it might be thought advisable by the Legislature so to direct.
For advancing the fund, Mr. Salisbury was to receive the prin-
cipal, as he only received the interest, of the sum invested. As
there has, in the mean while, been an increase in the value of
this land to three or four times its original cost, the trustees are
desirous that a decision may be made by the Legislature, at its
present session, and they have, therefore, proposed, in their last
annual report, that they may have permission to pay for the
same, from the surplus funds now idle in the hands of their
treasurer. Your committee are of opinion, that the power re-
quested should be granted to said trustees, and have herewith
reported a resolve to that effect.

The other matter, to which the attention of the committee
has been directed, is that concerning the erection of improved
rooms, for the security and care of that class of patients, con-
sidered furiously insane. In the discharge of their duty upon
this subject, the committee have conferred with the trustees,
and find, not only from their statements, and from the reports
of former committees, on public charitable institutions, but
from their own personal inspection, that there is a strong ne-
cessity for some immediate action by the Legislature, to relieve
this most unfortunate class of patients from the condition in
which they are now placed ; and, so long as they may be suf-
fered to remain in their present quarters, an opinion must ne-
cessarily arise against the Commonwealth, in the minds of
every visitor, that such receptacles should not exist,—to be oc-
cupied by human beings, when they are hardly fit for dumb
beasts. The apartments referred to are in the basement, or
cellar story of the wings, and a building in the rear of the main
structure, and in which places are rooms for about twenty
persons, (as nearly as can be calculated by the committee,) in
dimensions, about seven by ten feet, so constructed as to be des-
titute of any ventilation, proper means of heat, or light, other-
wise than through the doors when opened, or small apertures
therein. The atmosphere is consequently almost insufferable,
and, in the minds of the committee, must be more the means of
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creating insanity than relieving it. This subject has been
presented to the notice of the Legislature, for several years past,
through the reports of the committees on public charitable in-
stitutions ; but not until the present session has there been a
direct instruction for that committee to investigate, and report
specifically upon the subject. This has led the committee to
discharge their responsibility, by proposing, for the considera-
tion of the Legislature, such a resolve as may, if adopted, meet
the wishes of the trustees, and the wants of the institution, by
causing the removal of this objectionable feature, in the ar-
rangement of accommodations for patients of all conditions,
who may be placed at this receptacle for care, or to be cured of
their dreadful maladies.

For the Committee,

CHARLES EDWARD COOK.
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RESOLVES

Relating to the State Lunatic Hospital.

Resolved , That the Trustees of the State Lunatic Hospital
are hereby authorized to purchase the land referred to in their
last annual report, contiguous to that belonging to the hospital,
and known as “Chandler Hill,” and that the payment for the
same be made from the surplus funds now remaining in the
hands of their treasurer, provided the same does not exceed the
sum of three thousand dollars.

Resolved, That the sum of five thousand dollars, (in addition
to the unexpended balance of the appropriation of one thousand
eight hundred and forty-seven,) is hereby appropriated for the
purpose of providing new apartments at the State Lunatic Hos-
pital for the furiously insane patients; and that a warrant be
drawn accordingly for the whole or any part of said sum, when-
ever required by the trustees for that purpose.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Nine.


