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The Joint Special Committee, to whom was referred the Mes-
sage of His Excellency the Governor, of February 21st, 1849,
transmitting to the House of Representatives, for the use of
the Legislature, the Report of its Commissioners, appointed
under the Resolve of the Legislature, passed on the IGth of
May, 1848, “ to visit the several tribes, and parts of tribes, of
Indians, remaining within this Commonwealth, to examine
into their condition and circumstances, and report to the next
Legislature what legislation, in their opinion, is necessary,
in order best to promote the improvement and interests of said
Indians,” having duly considered the same, submit the fol-
lowing

The subject of the Massachusetts Indians is one of the deep-
est interest and importance to the State, and cannot fail to
be so considered, by every humane and philanthropic mind.
The committee entertain no doubt that, whilst as a whole the
condition of the remnants of these Indian tribes has greatly im-
proved within the last fifteen years, yet much remains to be
done for their elevation and improvement. The State owes
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them a debt, which can only be discharged by doing all in her
power to accomplish their civil, social, and religious enfran-
chisement. Massachusetts stands without a rival in every hu-
mane and philanthropic work ; her asylums and hospitals, her
normal and common schools, and schools of reform, are among
the most enduring monuments of her wisdom and humanity.
The blind, the dumb, the insane, the ignorant, have each and
all been the objects of her careful attention, and the recipients
of her most liberal bounty; but here are nearly nine hundred
inhabitants of the State, Indians, as they are called, descen-
dants of the same first parents with ourselves, rational, account-
able beings, susceptible, unquestionably, of a high degree of
intellectual, social, and moral improvement, the original propri-
etors of every foot of the soil which we now claim to own, living
neglected, and almost unknown, cut off from the sympathies of
mankind, with few of the social, with almost none of the civil
rights which we enjoy, and in a Commonwealth whose pecu-
liar boast is her schools and churches, passing an almost ano-
malous existence, beyond the reach of those means of intellec-
tual, social, and moral progress and perfection, which are the
common birthright of every other man, woman, and child in
the State.

Paradoxical as it may seem, it is none the less true, that these
poor remains of once proud and noble races, whose lands were
taken by the Christian white men, and on whose dispersion and
ruin our institutions have been built up, have never received from
the State that attention and consideration which their wants, and
our circumstances, have warranted, and, for centuries, imperi-
ously demanded. Commissioners and guardians have been ap-
pointed over them; some general, more special laws and re-
solves, have from time to time been passed. After driving them
into the most miserable corners of the State, we have lent a
little protection to thepoor territory which they occupy ; we have
made partition of a portion of these lands; we have paid some
of their pauper accounts, and, within the last ten or fifteen years,
we have extended, over one or two of the tribes, a system quite
creditable to the Commonwealth, and a departure from the bar-
barous treatment which they had so long received at our hands.
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We have done just enough to prevent their annihilation, just
enough to preserve, in our midst, a few living mementos of our
own neglect and inhumanity, and of what they once were,
and might have been, had we not been recreant to our duty.
We have done just enough to lengthen out a sickly and pro-
tracted existence, —an existence, passed under so many civil and
social disabilities, as to be but little better than annihilation it-
self ; bat as a State, we have never given the subject that earnest,
sober thought, which its importance demands; we have never
given these unfortunate children of the public, that time and at-
tention which they have deserved at our hands; we have never
attempted to adopt a thorough, universal system, adapted to the
wants of all the tribes, with a view to elevate, improve, and
perfect, so far as is possible, their physical and intellectual,
their civil, social, and religious condition. The Declaration of
Rights has been eulogized in the halls of our State Legislature ;

politicians have discoursed most eloquently, at the hustings, on
the rights of man ; our statesmen have made the capital of the
nation ring with their denunciations of slavery; we have sent
our missionaries to every land on the globe; but here, at our
own doors, within the limits of our own State, are nearly a
thousand of our fellow beings, to whom the Declaration of
Rights, and the great principles of human liberty, are almost a
sealed book; who know comparatively nothing of their own
intellectual and moral capacities, and too little of the true nature
and attributes of God. Yet the politician, the statesman, and
the missionary have overlooked that true charity which
begins at home; have neglected to possess and occupy a field,
worthy their highest efforts, in which humanity, and philan-
thropy, might reap a golden harvest. We rejoice that the Com-
monwealth has at last entered upon this noble work, in earnest;
we look forward with hope to the results which may be antici-
pated from a thorough, and philosophic effort, in this direction.
Let public attention be properly aroused upon this subject; let
public sympathy be duly awakened to the sufferings and
wants of these unfortunate tribes of people ; let the press and
the church lend their aid and sympathy; and, sustained by
such an array of influences, an intelligent Legislature will not
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fail, at a proper time, to carry on and complete a work, so
creditable to humanity.

The first step has already been taken, by the Resolve of May
10th, 1848, authorizing the governor to appoint three commis-
sioners “ to visit the several tribes, and parts of tribes, of Indi-
ans, remaining within this Commonwealth ; to examine into
their condition and circumstances, and report to the next Leg-
islature what legislation, in their opinion, is necessary, in
order best to promote the improvement and interests of said
Indians.”

The result of that commission is now before the Legislature.
The duty imposed by the commission proved much more ex-
tensive and arduous than the commissioners anticipated ; in
consequence of which, without any fault on their part, they
were unable to make their report till near the middle of the
present session. Of course, the committee have not all of them
had that time to examine this subject which they might have
devoted to it, had the report reached us at an earlier day. Yet,
upon such investigation as we have been able to make, we are
satisfied that a system, substantially like that which its com-
missioners recommend at the close of their report, should be
adopted, as we believe it would, in time, accomplish the eleva-
tion and improvement, so much desired, of these long-injured
remnants of Indian tribes. But, after a full consultation with
the commissioner, and guardians of the different tribes, as well
as with some of the most intelligent Indians, representing the
views and feelings of the principal tribes, we found them all
averse to our recommending any final action upon the subject
at the present session of the Legislature. The Indians, especial-
ly, want time to read and examine for themselves the report of
the commissioners, to see how its recommendations, if adopted,
would affect their rights and interests; and although, so far as
we can learn, we believe that, after mature reflection, they will
generally acquiesce in this, as well as any other plan calcu-
lated to improve their condition, yet they prefer a little delay,
jealous, as they naturally are, of all change. They request
time for examination of the subject in its various bearings
upon their circumstances and condition. This request we
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think it reasonable to grant, believing that their improvemen
will be sooner accomplished by cautious, amicable, and well
digested measures, than by a system forced hastily upon them
against their consent.

The committee, therefore, in consideration ofall these fact
and circumstances, recommend that the whole subject b
referred to the next Legislature.

For the Committee

W. GRISWOLD








