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BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same , as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The application now required by the
2 eightieth section of the thirty-ninth chapter of the
3 Revised Statutes to be made by selectmen to county
4 commissioners, in the matter of a crossing, by a rail-
-5 road, of any turnpike, highway, or townway, may,
6 when said crossing is within the limits of the city of
7 Boston, be made, by any ten inhabitants of said city,
8 to the mayor and aldermen thereof, and such inhabi-
-9 tants shall be liable for costs when the railroad cor-
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10 poration shall be the prevailing party, and, before the
11 hearing of the application, shall give bonds, with
12 sufficient surety, for the payment of such costs, if the
13 mayor and aldermen shall so adjudge.

1 Sect. 2. The foregoing provisions, and the provis-
-2 ions of the seventy-ninth, eightieth, and eighty-first
3 sections of the thirty-ninth chapter of the- Revised
4 Statutes, are hereby declared applicable to all cross-
-5 ings by railroads of any highway, turnpike, townway,
6 or travelled place, upon the same level therewith,
7 which now does or may hereafter exist; provided,
8 that whenever it shall be adjudged that a railroad
9 corporation shall provide security against a travelled

10 place, not laid out and adjudged to be a townway or
11 highway, the said corporation may provide a gate for
12 the same or fence up the crossing, at their election.

1 Sect. 3. The county commissioners may direct
2 gates to be built across the turnpike, highway, or
3 townway, when the same crosses such railroad, instead
4 of across said railroad.

1 Sect. 4. The original jurisdiction of all questions
2 touching obstructions to turnpikes, highways, or
3 townways, caused by the construction or operation of
4 railroads, shall be vested in the county commission-
-5 ers of the respective counties wherein such obstruc-
-6 tions shall occur.

1 Sect. 5. The supreme judicial court shall have
2 jurisdiction in equity, and may compel railroad cor-
-3 porations to raise or lower any turnpike, highway,
4 or townway, when the county commissioners have
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5 decided, or may decide, in due and legal form, that
6 such raising or lowering of any such way is neces-
-7 sary for the security of the public, and to compel
8 railroad corporations to comply with the orders, de-
-9 crees, and judgments of county commissioners, in all

10 cases touching obstructions, by railroads, in any of
11 said ways.
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