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A D D R E S S .

Fellow Citizens o f  the Senate
and House o f  Representatives.

W e are the chosen agents o f the Commonwealth, ap
pointed by the people, each to perform the duties, and 
bear the responsibilities, imposed on him by the Constitu
tion and Laws. By the wise provisions o f the constitu
tion, the trust confided to the several branches o f the rov- 
ernment is limited to the short period o f a year, when the 
power, delegated to us, returns to the people, and we to 
private life. Under such an organization, all bein^ held 
annually accountable for their conduct, under the heavy 
penalty o f popular disapprobation, there is little danger of 
a wide departure, in public policy, from the will o f a ma
jority of the electors.

This system has been in force sixty years, and the 
prosperous condition of our happy Commonwealth, dur
ing most o f that period, is the best proof o f the wisdom, 
patriotism, and profound sagacity o f the devoted advocates 
o f public liberty, who framed it.

It is questionable, whether human wisdom could devise 
a system of organic laws, which would give a more full 
and free expression o f public sentiment, or act with greater



4 G O V E R N O R ’S A D D R E SS. [Jan

efficiency in promoting the great object of popular gov
ernment.

What son of Massachusetts is not justly proud o f the 
glorious name ? A name illustrious in the country’s an
nals ! A name associated with events, that will transmit 
it to generations unborn with a charm surpassing the il
lusions o f fiction. If we can carry our thoughts into the 
past, and not have our hearts swell with gratitude to God 
for his signal blessings, we are unworthy of the name of 
Christians. If we can survey the works of our fathers, 
and contemplate the comprehensive wisdom displayed in 
founding broad, and deep, our free institutions, without 
reverence for their memory, and thankfulness for their 
unfaltering support of popular liberty, we are sons un
worthy of such ancestors, for who have done more, or 
done it better ? And where are more convincing proofs 
o f the happy success o f a self-governed community, than 
in the useful, benevolent and political institutions which 
exist around us ?

Massachusetts, while a weak and humble colony, em
braced the great principle, that a people to be free must 
be enlightened, and was the first to engraft it upon her 
public policy. This prop, originally raised to sustain and 
carry out freedom of opinion in religion, soon proved to 
be the strongest pillar in the political fabric. Her schools 
have shed a lustre upon her career, and imparted a stabili
ty and moral dignity to her character, the influences of 
which have passed her own limits, and are felt at the re
motest borders o f this confederacy.

T o  extend to a whole people the means of moral and 
intellectual improvement ; to employ the resources o f the 
State to make all wise and good, by enlarging their capa
cities for enjoyment and usefulness, is a noble conception,
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as it unfolds the mental strength o f the poor and opens 
the way for all to attain to honor and fame. We see 
among us at all times the powerful workings o f education, 
in the fact, that a large portion o f those who embellish 
the walks o f literature, or adorn the learned professions, 
or signalize themselves in the halls o f legislation, are the 
sons o f persons comparatively poor. Thus the schools 
are constantly exerting a great influence upon our destiny 
by adding fresh vigor, power, and moral energy to the 
popular mind, and qualifying it to sustain the great cause 
o f equality o f rights in the most comprehensive sense. 
While Massachusetts has thus rested her hopes o f the fu
ture upon the intelligence and moral rectitude o f the peo
ple, she has seen no cause to distrust the wisdom o f her 
policy.

As the Commonwealth has been studiously anxious to 
imbue the public mind with these qualifications for self- 
government, so she has not been unmindful o f the duties 
o f humanity and benevolence. She has uniformly rescued 
the destitute poor from the sufferings incident to improvi
dence or misfortune, and provided for them as members of 
the great public family. She has also mitigated the con
dition o f the poor debtor, and her generous policy ought 
to be pursued till punishment shall cease to aggravate pov
erty. Nor has her parental sympathy been withheld from 
the destitute blind, and deaf and dumb, but their misfor
tunes have been greatly alleviated by a liberal provision 
for their education and improvement in the useful arts. 
Nor has she disregarded the insane or overlooked their 
deplorable condition, but has caused many to be removed 
from loathsome cells, where they were confined for crimes 
unconsciously committed, to an asylum, in which by med-
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ical skill and gentle treatment, they are restored to their 
reason, or greatly relieved from their sufferings.

Works of Christian charity and voluntary benevolence 
every where abound, embellishing our Commonwealth, 
and bearing testimony to the disinterested philanthropy of 
our citizens. The spires o f churches scattered over the 
face of the country mark our character as descendants o f 
the pilgrims and afford an impressive proof that religion 
abides among us. The sick and disabled find a refuge 
and an alleviation of their sufferings in our hospitals, and 
the unprotected orphan has provided for him a retreat 
from the snares and seductions of vice, where virtue and 
good morals are sedulously cherished and cultivated. The 
adventurous mariner, who from his improvident habits and 
careless generosity is often the victim of the rapacious, 
finds zealous friends among the benevolent, who labor to 
arrest abuses and to elevate his moral character.

The laws are justly regarded as the exponents o f the 
will o f the people, and while they are administered with 
such impartiality, that the inhabitants feel secure in their 
persons and property, the decisions o f our highest judicial 
tribunal are regarded in other states with the respect due 
to able and learned expositions of the principles o f an en
lightened people.

W e have seen also, when the policy of the Federal 
Government has not impeded our action, the means o f 
prosperity constantly multiplied, and our resources steadi
ly developed, as our ability has increased. New avenues 
o f transportation have been opened, and fresh impulses 
given to trade and production, creating strong motives in 
our citizens to cling to the fortunes o f our venerable Com
monwealth.

Much of all this is the result of private enterprise.
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But it owes its origin to our popular organization, and 
especially to the great individual liberty which we enjoy, 
exciting, as it does, bold and successful enterprizes. It 
is a most gratifying proof of the wonderful energy of a 
free people among whom useful labor is honorable. It is 
the work of a community united upon the fundamental 
principle o f equal rights to all, and exclusive privileges to 
none :— a community that has built itself up, and drawn 
around it the comforts and enjoyments which follow pow
erful and well-directed efforts :— a communitv in which

J

each member, as far as safety will permit, has been left 
to pursue his fortunes according to the dictates o f his un
derstanding :— to follow his occupations in his own way, 
free from such restraints as impair the right of private 
judgment, and narrow down individual liberty.

In the high enjoyment of these privileges, our citizens 
have determined, each for himself, what employment he 
would pursue— whether he would work much or little ;—  
whether he would buy, sell, exchange or give away prop
erty ;— whether he would give credit, exact money, or make 
any other conditions, and they have vigilantly guarded 
against all attempts to invade or impair these rights.

The almost unrestrained individual liberty which we 
enjoy ;— the exemption from unnecessary and oppressive 
burdens ;— the right which belongs to each person to seek 
his happiness and enjoy the fruits o f his industry in such 
manner as he pleases, if it be not criminal, are the obvi
ous causes o f our prosperity, and have worked out those 
great results which distinguish our Union from all other 
countries and make it the paradise o f the poor man. Al
most all we see among us in our Commonwealth is the 
work of individual enterprize, exerting itself under these 
influences. Business, when it has received the friendly
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support due from the Federal Government, has been urged 
forward with untiring zea l;— trade and wealth have been 
sought, by sea and by land, in unexplored regions i-—com
merce, foreign and domestic, has been employed with such 
unexampled activity in exchanging the products of labor, 
that labor itself has been stimulated to its greatest efforts, 
and has realized rewards, seldom equalled in any country. 
The earth itself has been annually tasked for more abun
dant crops, and this general activity of business has im
parted vigor to the mechanic arts and advanced them rap
idly towards higher perfection. What the resources of an 
individual have been inadequate to accomplish, has been 
done by united efforts :— canals have been excavated :—  
rail-roads laid down ; ships put afloat; mills erected ; 
manufacturing established. Thus individual energy act
ing by itself, or united with others, has enlarged business 
in all its forms so rapidly, and created such a demand for 
labor, that all who have been disposed to be industrious, 
have, with few exceptions, found as much employment as 
they desired, and at rates of wages adequate to lay the 
foundation of success in the acquisition of property. W e 
often see this individual power forcibly illustrated in the 
rapid progress o f our citizens from poverty to wealth— in 
the transition from the humblest circumstances to a condi
tion which enables them to become the generous patrons 
of the benevolent and useful institutions which have grown 
up among us.

Individual liberty coupled with intellectual improvement 
is manifestly the vital principle that distinguishes us and 
moves us on by its own inherent power, crowning our ef
forts with triumphant success. It creates impulses that 
nothing else can give, and in its great and general results 
exhibits in strong contrast the difference between those
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who enjoy it, and such as have no voice in their destiny, 
but from generation to generation labor quietly on, to sus
tain animal existence, unconscious of the capacities that 
sleep within them. Almost all we witness around us, is 
only the proof o f what man is capable of accomplishing 
for himself when free scope is given to his mental and 
physical faculties. While in the enjoyment o f such large 
privileges, it is not remarkable, that we are sometimes 
borne forward by the buoyant hopes naturally excited, with 
a strength, that carries us into injurious excesses o f busi
ness ; but as the desolating tempest or swollen stream soon 
subsides, leaving behind the blessings of heaven mingled 
with the waste, so do the people return from excess to 
their usual prudence, learning wisdom from misfortune. 
The inconveniences resulting from occasional over-ac
tion are trifling compared with the interference o f a 
regulating power, which would impair the discretion, di
minish the privileges or restrain the enterprise of individ
uals. Power always steals upon us under the plausible 
pretence of bettering our condition, but its general aim is 
to take something from us which lessens our privileges. 
It may be abused and exercised oppressively by majorities 
as well as by despots. The mere forms o f a free govern
ment do not, therefore, make a free people, unless, as in
dividuals, they are exempt from oppression, and enjoy the 
liberties and privileges which constitute all that is valua
ble in freedom. It becomes us when in possession o f such 
privileges as the people o f this Commonwealth enjoy, not 
to be impatient under the evils incident to them; not to 
destroy the wheat in extirpating the tares, but to cherish 
the love o f individual liberty as the basis of political hap
piness. When abuses demand it, a suitable corrective 
should be applied, but not in a way to cool the ardor, dis- 
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courage the hopes, or abate the energy of our citizens. 
Such legislation may gain something to power, but noth
ing to the great cause o f universal freedom and prosperity.

Like other States we have shared the calamities which 
have fallen to the common lot of the country, and they 
have had their influence upon our progress. But the peo
ple have infused into the general course o f policy, much 
o f their own free and lofty spirit, and have imparted to 
our institutions a living energy that will sustain and ad
vance them toward higher perfection, and make them 
more worthy o f our love, and more perfect models for the 
imitation of others. W e cannot more strongly evince our 
attachment to the Commonwealth, than by promoting the 
prosperity and happiness o f the people, by wise and pru
dent legislation, which shall not impair their privileges.

But whatever may be our policy, and however gener
ously the people may infuse their liberal spirit into mea
sures, still our connexion with the government o f the Uni
ted States is such, and its influences so great, that we can 
neither avert or control them. Probably no State in the 
Union has so great a diversity o f important interests so 
materially affected by its action. W e are Agriculturists, 
Manufacturers, Mechanics, Navigators, Fishermen, Mer
chants— each class following its own pursuits, but all uni
ted closely together by innumerable strong ties in a com
mon interest. W e hold extensive commercial intercourse 
with the world, and make the seas tributary to our labor 
in many ways. W e are thus brought directly under the 
power and protection of the government o f the United 
States, and if its policy be wise, experience teaches us 
that we can scarcely fail to prosper; but if it be unwise, 
or oppressive, we have learnt in like manner that we 
cannot escape its injurious influence. If it denies to ui
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commercial intercourse, our trade is suspended :— if it is 
regulated upon unfair or unjust terms, we languish under 
the injury :— but when its parental arm covers us with its 
shield, winning our confidence and encouraging our enter
prise by a judicious policy, then the swelling tide o f suc
cess is rolled on with an impetus that none but a free peo
ple can give. As, therefore, the power o f that govern
ment reaches, and influences all our pursuits, to the earn
ings of the humblest laborer, we have in it a vital and 
abiding interest, and we have a right to demand o f it a 
just and faithful exercise of its constitutional authority, as 
well as to hold it responsible, if in times o f peace and 
plenty, it pursues a course adverse to our prosperity and 
embarrasses our employments.

Our public affairs have for a long period o f time been in 
great confusion. Our finances, currency and business 
have been grievously deranged during the experimental 
policy pursued since the Chief Magistrate of the United 
States took into his custody and keeping the revenues. 
Even those revenues which were then superabundant have 
ceased to meet the annual expenditures, and money raised 
upon governmental paper has supplied the deficiency. At
tempts are made to justify this extraordinary state of 
things on the ground that the currency is and has been ex
cessive, that through the influences of this excess, credits 
have become extravagant— trade has gone beyond the lim
its o f prudence— importations have become immoderate—  
and property has acquired an unnatural value. The appa
rent object o f the policy is to retain the revenues under the 
more immediate control o f the Executive, and to check cred
its among the people by diminishing the amount of money 
in circulation. The real effect is to diminish business by 
lessening the means employed to carry it on, and thus cur-
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.tailing the value o f property, and the wages o f labor. 
Among men without wealth credit stands in the place of 
capital, and just to the extent it is diminished by this pol
icy, a decline in business must follow, drawing after it a 
proportionate fall in wages.

The whole weight o f the Administration has been 
thrown upon the currency, and its fortunes staked upon so 
reforming it as to restrain credits and trade founded upon 
them.

The currency has been reduced till money has com
manded ruinous rates of interest— trade has declined— im
portations have been diminished, but not more than other 
business— credits have been curtailed as a vast multitude 
o f distressed debtors can testify— property and wages have 
been lowered— but where is the prosperity that was to 
follow ? where the golden era of fruition ? The aching 
eyes o f many are still stretched in vain after it, while it re
cedes like the mirage o f the desert before the weary 
traveller.

Since this policy commenced years have passed away, 
and what have we realized, but the tortures o f the experi
ment ? In what has our condition been improved ? The 
people have yet to learn how those, who are not born to 
inheritances, are to carry on a successful business without 
credit, or how the country can be made to prosper without 
it. They have yet to learn how reducing the currency is 
to bring relief, when they see their property sacrificed and 
themselves overwhelmed for the want o f money. If, as 
many seem to believe, the subtreasury act will diminish 
importations, by restraining credits, we have yet to learn, 
that it will not affect domestic business and trade, which 
are o f vastly greater magnitude and importance, in the 
same manner, for currency and credit are as indispensable 
to the one as to the other.
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Massachusetts, believing that no such favorable results, 
as have been anticipated, would be realized, has, from the 
commencement of it, firmly opposed this policy, protesting 
against it, as unwise, injurious, and an alarming invasion 
of the liberties o f the people. She deplored that act by 
which the revenues were taken from the custody o f law 
and employed to enlarge and strengthen executive power. 
She resisted the subtreasury act, because it substantially 
legalizes that dangerous union of the executive with the 
monied power, and because she considers it as the initia
tory step towards a paper currency founded on the credit 
of the United States. With such a power in ambitious 
hands, she saw that her own monetary institutions would 
be subject to executive control, and might be deranged, or 
crippled at pleasure. She saw indeed nothing to hope 
but much to fear, and stood firm in her purpose amid the 
triumph of the friends o f this policy, warning the people 
o f the danger. She has been heard, and a response given, 
condemning the system by an emphatic expression of pub
lic opinion.

Yet we see from high sources proofs of a disposition to 
cling to it. Is there still a lingering hope to satisfy such 
as have been struggling with the adversity o f the times, 
that the country has been prosperous ? Can the people 
be persuaded that the treasury is in a favorable condition, 
when ail its resources from the current revenues and other
wise, amounting to more than one hundred and twelve 
millions o f dollars during the last four years, have been 
exhausted, and the country left in debt ? Is it proof o f a 
suitable economy, that nearly thirty millions of this fund 
consisted of a surplus money arising from cash on hand, 
bank stock, &c., which has been expended in addition to 
the current revenue ? Is a debt the less burdensome be-
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cause it is not permanent, when the President lias offi
cially assured us that “  indebtedness cannot be lessened 
by borrowing more money or changing the form of the 
debt ? ”  The people will form their own judgment in 
regard to these matters, but I see no satisfactory evidence 
o f economy or any such proofs o f a general prosperity as 
to justify congratulations.

The time, however, is at hand Avhen we may hope for 
an administration o f public affairs which will relieve busi
ness from its fetters, and open upon the country a brighter 
prospect. W e may, I trust, look for enlightened measures, 
which will quicken into activity the benumbed energies of 
our great industrial community; and for a system of ac
tual, practical economy, rigidly enforced, and in harmony 
with the plain republican habits of the people. \ W e may 
also, I trust, anticipate a policy that will watch over the 
great interests of the country, encouraging, protecting, 
cherishing and harmonizing all of them ;— one that while 
in comprehensive wisdom it embraces the planters, will 
not overlook the farmer, the manufacturer, mechanic, 
navigator or fisherman.

A great crisis is at hand when Congress must settle the 
measure o f protection which the labor of this part of the 
country is to derive from the assessment and collection of 
the revenue from importations. W e shall look to the com
ing event with deep anxiety, trusting that it will be met 
in the spirit of conciliation and mutual concession, and 
harmonize, in a common prosperity, all the great interests 
of the country. Nothing short of this can give stability 
to our republican government, and impart contentment to 
the people. In the accomplishment o f this desirable ob

ject, in which no one has a greater stake than the laborer,
I cannot doubt all good citizens will unite with zeal.
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What we ought most anxiously to seek, is a wise, firm 
and steady policy, for nothing more deranges business than 
fluctuating legislation. T o  be stable, it must be just, for 
if it shall disregard one class to favor another, the wound 
inflicted by such partiality will fester till the whole system 
becomes diseased. The harmony of the States, and the 
preservation o f the Union, are o f such momentous consid
eration, that they demand the exercise of the greatest wis
dom and patriotism from all quarters. Nothing can tend 
more strongly to such an end than the adoption o f a com
prehensive policy, embracing all the great interests o f the 
country, and I trust the wisdom of Congress will be united 
to accomplish a result so necessary and so anxiously desired.

In entering upon the discharge of the duties assigned to 
me, I am not unmindful o f the great responsibilities that 
rest upon the office ; and in return for the confidence re
posed in me, I can assure my fellow-citizens, that my best 
efforts to promote the prosperity of the Commonwealth 
shall be devoted to their service. I shall with great satis
faction cooperate with the Legislature in giving all possi
ble dispatch to the public business, and in maintaining a 
system of rigid economy and strict accountability in the 
management o f the public money as far as power to do so 
is conferred upon me. My knowledge o f the present state 
of the finances does not enable me to speak of the details 
on this occasion, but I shall unite with you in any suitable 
measures o f economy which will bring the expenditures 
within the amount o f receipts into the Treasury, and in 
any just provision for the payment o f such balances as are 
or may fall due.

There are many other important topics which will occu
py your deliberations, and might be appropriately noticed 
at this time ; but it will be more convenient to solicit for



16 G O V E R N O R ’S A D D R E SS. [Jan. 1841.

them your favorable attention at some future period, if the 
public interests should require it.

It now only remains for me to express to my fellow-citi
zens the abiding sense o f gratitude which fills my heart at 
this renewed expression of their confidence, and to entreat 
that the smiles and blessings of Divine Providence may 
rest upon them and upon the Commonwealth.


