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Council Chamber Feb. 4, 1841.

Sir,—I transmit for the use and consideration of both
Houses, certain resolutions and other proceedings of the States
of New York, Connecticut and Pennsylvania, respecting the
Public Lands of the United States.

This has justly become a topic of absorbing interest among
the several States. The actual value of these lands, as our
population increases, advances so rapidly as almost to surpass
calculation, and it is in this point of view that they have hith-
erto chiefly attracted attention in the old States. They may
be made a source of revenue to the States, if wisely managed,
that would not only afford them liberal means in developing
their resources, and improving their condition, but would re-
lieve those not burdened with heavy debts, from taxation.
They are undeniably the common property of all, being either
acquired by the common sacrifices of the revolution, or paid
for out of the people’s treasury, and the people ought to have
the enjoyment of the revenue arising from them. Unfortu-
nately they have become a trading capital for politicians, and
hence we see the multitude of plans which have been projected
within a few years past, to divest the public of their title, under
the apparently patriotic and humane pretence of improving the
condition of the poor settler. If, in practical effect, the acts
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passed to quiet titles, and advance the settlements into new re-
gions, were limited to this class, there would be little cause to
complain of them, or of the policy ; for the interests of the
country, as well as those of humanity, conspire in recommend-
ing a policy that would produce that result. But there can be
little doubt, that under the loose, unguarded legislation, which
has been had upon this subject, great frauds and impositions
have been practised, and the people have been substantially
robbed of much of their inheritance by speculating depredators.
The policy pursued has tended to strengthen this class, by in-
creasing their numbers, and to invite fresh aggressions upon
this property, by legalizing their acts. It should be remem-
bered that a permanent preemption act is not needed for the
many millions of acres of land surveyed and in the market, for
these are all open, to the entry of any individual, at a dollar and
a quarter an acre. But it is sought for to enable individuals to
explore that territory which has never been brought into the
market, because not demanded for settlement : and while it
may thus be of advantage to bona-fide poor settlers, and so far
is not to be regretted, it enables those who, through their
wealth, have the means of examining the country, to light
upon and appropriate the most choice and valuable tracts of
public domain to their own use at the same price. It is of
this feature in the policy, that we have a right to complain, as
it must necessarily diminish the revenue, while it has little
tendency to promote the settlement of the country, or to bene-
fit any one, except the fortune hunting class.

We ought, without doubt, to be satisfied with a liberal pol-
icy toward the actual settler, and towards the new States, for
this is justly due to both. The pioneer who makes his way
into the wilderness with his family, and encounters the hard-
ships and privations which belong to a new country, for the
purpose of making an actual settlement, merits the most favor-
able consideration ; and the terms conceded to him can scarce-
ly be made too liberal, in compensating his intrepidity. The
privations and perils which beset such an one, are incident, in
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a greater or less degree, to the whole population of a new State
It is scattered over a wide surface, and destitute, to a great ex
tent, of moral and intellectual instruction, as well as of the con
veniences of roads, and other comforts, which belong to a ma
turer state of society. From these considerations, such State
are entitled to a more liberal share of the proceeds of the pub-
lic lands, than the old States, as we owe to their enterprise
much of the value this property has acquired.

It seems to me, therefore, that justice towards the States in
which these lands lie, demands a liberal and generous policy
towards them. But between this and a sacrifice of our inter-
ests there is a wide difference. Yet the latter result seems al-
most inevitable, unless some check is given to the spirit of
political traffic which is abroad. If we would quiet the public
mind, and save to all the people a reasonable share of their in-
terest in the public domain, I am persuaded it can only be done
by an act distributing the proceeds upon fair and just terms,
and making, perhaps, well guarded, but suitable provisions for
actual bona-fide settlers, who enter the country to live in it,
instead of searching for wealth at the expense of the public.

We may find additional motives to this course in the fact
that the revenue derived from the public lands, while it could
never be so usefully applied as to the wants of the States, has
been too uncertain to be relied upon for annual supplies for the
treasury. It has risen as high as twenty-four millions, and
suddenly fallen to two or three millions in a year. Such an
irregular supply of the treasury becomes a disturbing cause in
the financial operations of the government, making the revenue
too great, or leaving it too small, both of which contingencies
have occurred within a few years. Large surpluses and defi-
ciencies are both objectionable, and should be avoided by an
arrangement which shall bring into the treasury, from reliable
sources, an amount equal to the necessary wants of government.
This can be easily accomplished by imposts upon foreign mer-
chandise, leaving the irregular supplies from public lands to be
dealt with by the States, as they would be greatly relieved by
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it, without feeling any serious inconvenience from this cause.
It is indeed now too apparent, that if the old States do not
avail themselves of this policy, they will reap little benefit from
this source ; and it is to be feared this great patrimony will
waste away without any substantial benefit from it.

Such a measure is also recommended to us from the consid-
eration, that under its salutary influences the public domain
will cease to be an agitating topic, by appeals to the cupidity
and selfishness of a large class of our fellow-citizens at every
Presidential Election.

It seems, on the whole, to be a fit topic for consideration,
and the state of things seems to demand of the Commonwealth
an expression of her sentiments.

JOHN DAYIS.
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Executive Department, )

Albany, May 4, 1840. J

Sir :—I transmit a copy of certain Resolutions of the Sen-
ate and Assembly of this State in relation to the National
Domain.

I am, very respectfully,

Your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
His Excellency,

The Governor of the State of Massachusetts.

State of NewYork, )

In Assemble, April 16, 1840. 5
Resolved, (if the Senate concur,) That the public lands, the

national domain, is the common property of the United States,
“ and of right constitutes a common fund for their common
use and benefit, and ought to be faithfully disposed of for that
purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatever.”

Resolved, That we protest against the surrender of this com-
mon property of all the States to a portion of them, as unjust
in the abstract, as in direct violation of the uses and purposes
for which it was ceded to, and the conditions on which it was
accepted by, the United States.

Resolved, That we protest against the sale of those lands at
a price below the present minimum, as a virtual violation of
the trust and pledge under which they were received, as wast-

STATE OF NEW YORK
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ing the common fund, and by inducing exhausting emigration
from, and as diminishing the value of, the old States.

Resolved
, That it is not to be endured, that a government

free from debt, and at peace with all the world, should use and
consume, for its current expenses, the national domain; that
the common resources, from imposts and tonnage, are abund-
antly sufficient, when faithfully collected, and prudently and
economically applied, for all the legitimate purposes of the com-
mon government.

Resolved, That we recommend a separation of the proceeds
of the public lands from the general revenue, and an equal dis-
tribution thereof amongst the several States, “ according to
their usual and respective proportions in the general charge and
expenditure.”

Resolved
,

That the Senators and Representatives of New
York, in Congress, will conform to the views and wishes, and
promote the interests of the people of this State, by acting in
accordance with the foregoing resolutions.

Resolved, That the Governor bo requested to forward copies
of the foregoing report and resolutions to the Senators and
Representatives in Congress from this State, with a request
that the same be laid before the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives ; and also to the Governors of the several States in
the Union, with a request to lay the same before their respec-
tive Legislatures.

Resolved, That the Senate concur with the Assembly in the
above resolutions.

SAM’L G. ANDREWS, Clerk.

order.

order.

P. B. PRINGLE, Clerk.

In Senate, April 28, 1840.
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At a General Assembly of the State of Connecticut, holden
at New Haven, in said State, on the first Wednesday of May,
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty :

Resolved, by this Assembly, That the Public Lands belong-
ing to the United States, are the common property of all the
States, and not of the particular States in which they lie ; and
that neither said lands or the proceeds thereof, ought to be ap-
propriated for any purpose except for the benefit of all the
States.

Resolved, That the proceeds of the Public Lands, not re-
quired for the payment of the debts of the Government, or for
other public purposes connected with the administration there-
of, should of right be divided among the several States of this
Union.

Resolved, That this Assembly earnestly protest against any
reduction in the prices of the Public Lands, as now fixed by
law, regarding such a measure as unnecessary and unjust.

Resolved, That this Assembly do request their Senators and
Representatives in Congress, to use their exertions to sustain
the principles contained in these Resolutions.

Resolved, That His Excellency the Governor be requested
to forward copies of the foregoing Resolutions to the Senators
and Representatives in Congress from this State, and also to the
Executives of the several States, that they may be communi-
cated to the Legislatures of their States respectively.

STATE OF CONNECTICUT.
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State of Connecticut, ss. >

Secretary's Office, May Session, 1840. 5
I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of record in

this office. In testimony of which I have hereto set the seal
of this State, and signed the same.

ROYAL R. HINMAN,

Secretary of State.
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2

Harrisburg. Penn. )

Jan. 30, 1841. 5
His Excellency the Governor of Massachusetts :

Sir,—I have the honor to transmit to yon, as requested, the
inclosed copy of Resolutions adopted by the Senate and House
of Representatives of this Commonwealth, with a request that
the same may be laid before the Legislature of the State over
which you preside.

Very respectfully,

Yours, «kc.,

DAVID R. PORTER,

Resolutions relative to the Public Lands.
1. Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly
met: That our Senators in Congress be and they are hereby
instructed, and our Representatives requested, to resist any and
all attempts, under what pretence soever the same may be
made, to deprive the people of this State of their just propor-
tion of the common inheritance in the Public Lands ; and that
they be, and are hereby further instructed and requested to
introduce and advocate the passage of a bill providing for the
distribution of the proceeds of the same among the several
States in the ratio of their federal representative population
under the census of one thousand eight hundred and forty.

STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA.
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2. Resolved, That our Senators be further instructed, and
our Representatives requested, to vote for such re-modification
or adjustment of the Tariff as may increase the Revenue de-
rived from imports equal to the wants of the National Govern-
ment, so that at no time hereafter, under any pretext whatever,
shall any money arising from the sales of the Public Lands, be
used by the General Government.

3. Resolved, That the Governor be requested to cause a copy
of these Resolutions to be forwarded to each of our Senators and
Representatives in Congress; and to the Governors of the
several states, with a request that the same may be laid before
their respective State Legislatures.

WM. A. CRABB,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

CHARLES B. PENROSE,
Speaker of the Senate.

'.'-'Fr


