
HOUSE No. 26.

AN ACT
For the Punishment of Treason, Rape and Arson.

1 Sec. 1. Every person who shall commit the crime
2 of treason against this Commonwealth, shall be pun-
-3 ished by imprisonment in the State prison for life.
1 Sec. 2. If any person shall ravish or carnally know
2 any female, of the age of ten years or more, by force
3 and against her will, or shall unlawfully and carnally
4 know, and abuse any female child under the age of
5 ten years, he shall be punished by imprisonment in the
6 State prison for life.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same

,
as follows :

eommontoealti) of

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
One.



TREASON, RAPE AND ARSON. [Feb. 1841.2

Sec. 3. Every person who shall wilfully and mali-
-2 ciously burn, in the night time, the dwelling house of
3 another, or shall in the night time, wilfully and mali-
4 ciously, set fire to any other building, owned by him-
-6 sell or another, by the burning whereof such dwelling
6 house shall be burnt, in the night time, shall he pun-
7 ished by imprisonment in the State prison for life; but
8 if the defendant shall prove on the trial, and the jury
9 shall find that at the time of committing the offence,

10 there was no person lawfully in the dwelling house so
11 burnt, the punishment, instead of imprisonment for
12 life, shall be imprisonment in the State prison for a
13 term not exceeding twenty years.

1 Sec. 4. If any person shall wilfully and maliciously
2 burn in the night time, any dwelling house, or shall
3 in the night time, wilfully and maliciously set fire to

any other building owned by himself or another, by
5 the burning whereof such dwelling house shall be
6 burnt in the night time, and in consequence thereof,
7 death ensues to some person lawfully in the dwelling
8 house thus burnt, such person so convicted shall suffer
9 the punishment of death.
1 Sec. 5. The secondSec. 5. The second section of the one hundred
2 and twenty-fourth chapter, the eighteenth section of
3 the one hundred and twenty-fifth chapter, and the first
4 section of the one hundred and twenty-sixth chapter
5 of the Revised Statutes are hereby repealed, so far as
6 relates to the punishment of any persons who shall,
7 after this act takes effect, commit either of the crimes
8 mentioned in said sections ; but every person who has
9 heietofore committed either of the crimes mentioned

10 in said sections, or who shall before this act takes
11 effect, commit either of said crimes, shall be punished
12 in the manner provided in said sections.


