
HOUSE....No. 47.

The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred the peti-
tion of the city of Boston, praying that the Legislature
would take the subject of the Hospital establishment at
Rainsford Island, in Boston Harbor, into consideration, ask
leave to

That the Island itself, the large hospital, the keeper’s house,
and the boatman’s house, belong to the Commonwealth, whilst
the small hospital, the physician’s house and the store-houses,
are the property of the city. The city also built the two
wharves. The Commonwealth and the city are in this way
jointly interested in this property.

By the enactment of various statutes, the city of Boston
are empowered to use the Island for the purposes of a quaran-
tine establishment, and arc required to appoint a keeper and a
boatman to the Island.

The Commonwealth has, until the year 1840, paid the cost
of repairing the buildings on the Island, and the sum of one
hundred and four dollars towards the salary of the keeper of
the Island ; but by the passage of a law in 1839, some confu-
sion has arisen in regard to the nature of the expenses, which
the Commonwealth ought to assume.
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The Committee cannot, however, see any good reason why
the Commonwealth should pay any thing for the support of
this establishment, nor, on the other hand, does it appear equit-
able, that the city should be required to support officers, of
whose services it does not stand in need.

The Committee would advise the sale of this Island, were
it not, that a feasible plan presents itself, by which the Com-
monwealth can retain the fee of the Island, and yet avoid the
expense at which it has hitherto been.

This plan is to allow the city of Boston the sole use of the
Island and property for the purposes of a quarantine establish-
ment, the city paying the salaries ofall officers connected with
the Island, and keeping the buildings and property in good
condition at its own expense.

By the adoption of this plan, the Commonwealth will save
the expense at which it has hitherto been, and the city the
confusion and trouble which has arisen from a misunderstanding
of the laws on the subject.

In conformity with these suggestions, the Committee Report
the accompanying Bill.

E. G. AUSTIN.
order of the Committee,
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sec. 1. The use of the Island in Boston Harbor,
2 called Rainsford Island, and all the buildings on the
3 same, are hereby granted to the city of Boston for the
4 sole purpose of a quarantine establishment, all ex-
-5 penses of salaries of officers, and repairs of buildings,
6 being made at the expense of the city of Boston.
1 Sec. 2. Whenever the Commonwealth shall de-

-2 mand possession of said Island, the city of Boston
3 shall surrender the same.
1 Sec. 3. So much of the 7th section of the Act
2 passed June 20th, 1816, as requires the Board of
3 Health of the town of Boston to elect and appoint an
4 Island keeper to reside on Rainsford Island, and a
5 boatman to the same, and so much of said section as
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6 requires the said Board of Health to file an account
7 of its expenses in the office of the Secretary of the
8 Commonwealth, and the 4th and sth sections of the
9 11th chapter of the Revised Statutes, and any and all

10 other Acts, or parts of Acts and Resolves inconsistent
11 herewith, are hereby repealed.

1 Sec. 4th. This Act shall take effect, if the City
2 Council of Boston shall accept the same, within sixty
3 days from its passage. Provided, however, that noth-
-4 ing herein shall be construed to affect or impair any
5 claim for expenses now existing, made by the city of
1 Boston.


