
HOUSE.... No. 65.

The Committee on Accounts, to whom were referred the re-
turns of the treasurer of the city of Boston in relation to
alien passengers, have examined the same, and submit the
following

That by these accounts, it appears that the city of Boston
has received, under the provisions of the “act relating to alien
passengers,” passed in the year 1837, up to the first day of
January last, the sum of $16,624 00

The city, during this time, has expended on ac-
count of alien passengers, the following sums, viz :

For boat hire, rent, coal and superintendent’s
salary, .... 1017 91

For sending alien passengers out of the
Commonwealth, . . . 3088 87

For commissions to superintendent, 1603 20
Making an aggregate of . 5709 98

Leaving an amount in the city treasury, after de-
ducting the foregoing expenses, of $10,914 02

which amount has stood in the treasurer’s books to the credit
of the alien passenger account.

The act above referred to, requires the payment of two dol-
lars before the landing ofany alien passenger, into the treasury
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of the city or town where such passengers shall land, and au-
thorizes the city or town to appropriate any monies so received
to the support of foreign paupers.

The city of Boston has returned, annually, in their pauper
accounts, all aliens who were State paupers, and has received
for their maintenance the full sum allowed by law.

By an act passed on the 24th March, 1840, it is provided,
that “ the treasurer of every city and town, shall, in the month
of May of that year, pay into the treasury of this Common-
wealth all balances then remaining in their treasuries, under
the provisions of the 238th chapter of laws, (being the law
before referred to passed in 1837.) under the penalty of a sum
not exceeding five hundred dollars for such neglect, to be recov-
ered by indictment, for the use of the Commonwealth.”

The law of March 24, 1840. also requires the city and town
treasurers to make returns annually, in the month of January,
to the Legislature, of all the receipts and expenditures during
the preceding year, on account of alien passengers.

Agreeably to this last provision, the treasurer of the city of
Boston, in the accounts referred to this committee, states that in
May last, there was in the city treasury, to the credit of the alien
passenger account, the sum of $7,042 14; and accompanying
these accounts, was an order of both branches of the city gov-
ernment, under date of May 21, 1840, in the following words :

Ordered, “ that all monies heretofore received by the city of
Boston from alien passengers, under the law of the Common-
wealth passed in the year 1837, 1 relating to alien passengers ’

which shall remain after paying the expense of sending them
from the country be, and the same are hereby appropriated for
the support of foreign paupers in the house of correction

On the 3d day of June last, under the above order, the trea-
surer paid the foregoing sum of $7,042 14 to the overseers of
the house of correction, on account of the support of alien
passengers, in that house, as stated in his account. And he
also paid on the 31st of December last, as appears by his
account, to the same overseers, the further sum of $2,462 17 ;

which two payments amount to the full balance of the sum to
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the credit of the alien passenger account in the treasurer’s
book.

By the law of April 10, 1839, it is provided that no allow-
ance shall be made by the Commonwealth for the maintenance
and support of any prisoner in any jail or house of correction
after the Ist day of July next following.

In consequence of the difficulties which arose in the minds
of the Committee in their attempts to decide whether or not
these balances had been rightly applied by the city, an order
was offered by one of their number in the House of Represent-
atives, on the 26th ult., requesting the speaker to take the
opinion of the justices of the Supreme Judicial Court upon
certain points involving that question. Their opinion has been
received by the speaker, and was referred to this Committee.
It is in the following words :

“ We are of opinion that the
term “ foreign paupers,” as used in stat. 1837, c. 238, § 3, does
apply to that class of persons who have been sent to the house
of correction under the laws respecting rogues and vagabonds,
who are unable to support themselves, and who have no pa-
rent or kindred bound for their support, and who had no legal
settlement in the Commonwealth, and by the alien passenger
act of 1837, that part of the alien passenger fund which accru-
ed before the Ist July, 1839, could rightfully be applied for
the support of such persons in the house of correction by the
city or town in which it was received, but no part of such
fund could be so applied for the support of foreigners sentenced
to imprisonment in the house of correction as a punishment
for other crimes and offences.”

Inasmuch as the city of Boston lias received from the Com-
monwealth up to the Ist of July 1839, the full sum allowed
by law for the support of prisoners in the house of correc-
tion, including rogues and vagabonds, the Committee are of
opinion that the balances of the alien passenger accounts before
referred to, ought to be accounted for to this Commonwealth,
and they therefore submit the accompanying order.

For the Committee,
ISAAC LIVERMORE.
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House of Representatives, March 2, 1841.

Ordered, That the joint standing Committee on Accounts
deduct, from the amount due to the city of Boston for the sup-
port of paupers, the sum of ten thousand nine hundred
fourteen dollars and two cents, being the balances of the alien
passenger accounts, in the city treasury, in the months of May
and December last.
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