
HOUSE....No. 71.

In the year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-one.

AN ACT
In addition to an Act for the Relief of Insolvent Debtors.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, asfollcnvs :

1 Sec. 1. The first section of an act relating to
2 insolvent debtors, passed on the twenty-third day of
3 April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
4 thirty-eight, is hereby so far amended, as to extend
5 its provisions to any applicant whose debts may
6 amount to a sum not less than two hundred dollars.
1 Sec- 2. The sixth section of said act is so far

2 amended, as to require the debtor to present at the
3 first meeting of the creditors a schedule of all his real
4 and personal estate, giving a description of the same,
5 and stating where it is situated, said schedule to be
6 delivered to the assignees.
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1 Sec. 3. The provisions of said act are hereby so
2 far extended, that no certificate of discharge shall he
3 granted, or if granted, it shall be of no effect, if a
4 debtor within six months before the filing of the peti-
-5 tion by or against him, shall procure his lands, goods,
6 monies or chattels to be attached, sequestered or
7 seized on execution, or being insolvent, or in contem-
-8 plation of insolvency, shall, directly or indirectly, make
9 any assignment, sale, transfer or conveyance, either

10 absolute or conditional, of any part of his estate, real
11 or personal, intending to give a preference to a pre-
-12 existing creditor, or to any person who is or may be
13 liable as endorser, or security for such debtor, unless
14 said debtor shall make it appear, that at the time of
16 making such preference he had reasonable cause to
16 believe himself solvent; and all preferences so made
17 or intended to be made, shall, as to the other creditors,
18 be void ; and the assignees may recover the full value
19 of the property so transferred, or the property itself,
20 from the creditor so preferred, provided the creditor,
21 when accepting such preference, had reasonable cause
22 to believe such debtor was insolvent.

1 Sec. 4. No person discharged by this act, or that
2 to which this is in addition, shall, by reason of such
3 discharge, recover costs against any plaintiff who shall
4 have commenced any suit against him previous to such
5 discharge.

1 Sec. 5. Should it appear to the judge of probate
2 or master in chancery, that a dissolution of any attach-
-3 ment pursuant to the provisions of the fifth section of
4 the act to which this is in addition, would prevent
5 said attached property from passing to the assignees,
6 the attachment upon his order shall survive, notwith-
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7 standing the provisions of said section; and the as-
-8 signees shall have power, with the permission of the
9 court to which said writ is returnable, to proceed with

10 the suit against the insolvent to final judgment and
11 execution, and the amount recovered, exclusive of costs,
12 shall vest in the assignees.
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