
HOUSE No. 76.

House of Representatives, March 3, 1841.

The Committee of the House of Representatives, appointed
January 11, 1841, to consider the expediency of reducing
the expenses of the government by a reduction of salaries,
appropriations, or any expenses of the government; and to
whom was committed the petition of Isaac Burrows and 75
others of Bernardston, of Joseph Smallidge and 59 others of
Shutesbury, of William H. Williams and 28 others of Athol,
of George Wright and 62 others of Montague, of Horatio N.
Watson and 53 others of Leverett, of Benjamin Henry and
19 others of Montague, of Artemas Williams and 47 others
of Deerfield, and Jabez Sawyer and 44 others of Wendell,
asking for a reduction of the salaries of the officers of this
Commonwealth from twenty-five to fifty percent., ask leave
to submit the following

Your committee have, during the session, examined the ex-
penditures of the several departments of the government, and,
from time to time, submitted resolves and bills to the house.
The first resolve related to the daily compensation of the
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clerks of the house and senate, and, as amended, fixing their
compensation at $6 per day, and that of the assistant clerk of
the senate at $4 per day, passed the house. A bill has also
been submitted by another committee, establishing their com-
pensation hereafter at the above prices, which has not received
any opposition in the house. By the reduction here proposed,
some more than six hundred dollars will be saved to the Com-
monwealth this year, and still, in the judgment of your com-
mittee, ample compensation be paid to these officers for the
discharge of their duties. Your committee also proposed a
discontinuance of the agricultural commission after May next,
which proposition has received the decided approbation of the
legislature, and by which there will be a reduction in the ex-
penses of the government of some two or three thousand dollars.

Your committee are happy to be able to find, that the several
surveys, which the wisdom of former legislatures had ordered,
are nearly completed. Should the proposition now before the
legislature, in relation to the state map, meet the approbation
of the same, it is hoped that, in 1841, that work will be com-
pleted, and no more money be required from the treasury for
that purpose.

The legislature have so altered the militia laws from time to
time, and the militia is now so reduced in numbers, that the
duties of the adjutant-generabs department are much less than
formerly ; consequently a less number of officers are required
in this department, and the reduction of $ 1200 in the yearly
expenses may be effected without detriment to the public in-
terest. After examining the expenditures of the military estab-
lishment, your committee were convinced that the Common-
wealth did not require so large a number of volunteer militia
as was contemplated by the act of the last session, and they
therefore submitted an order, (January 29,) referring this sub-
ject to the committee on the militia, who have reported a bill
reducing the number of the volunteer militia to 7000, which
may be the means of reducing the expenses of this department
$15,000.
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Should the bill assigning the duties of the board of educa-
tion to the governor and council, and the duties of the secre-
tary of the board to the secretary of the Commonwealth, be
passed by the legislature this session, and the practice of print-
ing and circulating so many reports upon this subject be dis-
continued, another reduction, to the amount of some $3OOO,
will be effected. Your committee have examined the contracts
made some time since with the state printers, and are satisfied
that the work is executed for a reasonable compensation.

There are now before the legislature several other propositions
calculated to relieve the treasury from a portion of its burden.

If all persons who intend to present petitions to the legisla-
ture, which require an order of notice, would avail themselves
of the law in the Revised Statutes, which authorizes them to
give notice to the interested parties before the meeting of the
general court to which they design to present their petitions,
the parties might have a hearing in the early part of the ses-
sion, the reports of the committees could be made at a much
earlier day, and, consequently, the business of the legislature
be completed in much- less time. Now, several of the joint
committees must wait, till after orders of notice have been is-
sued and returned, before they can mature any business for the
action of the legislature. If the people generally would avail
themselves of said law, it is believed that the expenses of the
legislative department would be materially diminished.

Some of the expenditures of the Commonwealth are peculiar
to Massachusetts. The deaf and dumb, the blind, and the in-
sane, all receive her fostering care, and will, no doubt, continue
to be munificently provided for.

Foreign paupers are also provided with comfortable winter
quarters here, at an expense to the State of about $45,000, a
provision not recognized in any other of the New England
States, if, indeed, it be in any other State in the Union. Some
of your committee are of the opinion that this provision en-
courages idleness and vagrancy, and operates as an invitation to
a certain class called “ the wandering or travelling poor,” to
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take up their abode here in the winter season; and that the
time has arrived, when the State should discontinue appropria-
tions from the treasury for the maintenance of this class of
beings. Could this be effected, it would save a large drain
from the treasury, and it is believed, in the end prove benefi-
cial to the several towns in the Commonwealth, and also to
the paupers themselves, who, when others cease to provide for
them, will generally take care of themselves.

The several petitions which have been referred to your com-
mittee, ask for a reduction of from 25 to 50 per cent, in the
salaries of the officers generally, in the State. But in the judg-
ment of your committee, this cannot be done without great
detriment to the best interests of the Commonwealth. The
secretary and treasurer each receive a salary of $2OOO. When
the duties, the responsibilities of these officers, and the neces-
sity that they should reside in the city of Boston, or its imme-
diate vicinity, are considered, it is believed that these salaries
cannot be considered too high.

Your committee have not been able to learn any good rea-
son, why the salaries of the executive and judicial officers of
the government should be icduced. These officers ought cer-
tainly to receive something more than a bare subsistence. All
their time and talents should be devoted to the interests of the
citizens of the Commonwealth, and their compensation should
be such as to give them no occasion for anxiety or unnecessary
care, for themselves or those dependent upon them. Their
station, their absence from their residence in the public service,
require of them expenses which a private citizen can well
avoid. No one who has discharged the duties of these offices
for a number of years, has ever been able to retire from the
office with a fortune, or so rich as to render it expedient, in
the judgment of your committee, to reduce the salary of the
officer. Men have held them, who have been as prudent and
economical as their station would permit, and had their salaries
afforded them a considerable net income, some of them would
have given evidence of the fact, from the abundance which
they would have accumulated.
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These offices should be accessible to the poor as well as the
rich, and the salary be such as would enable the poor man to
discharge its duties free from embarrassment and to the accept-
ance of the public, which it is feared he could not do, if he
must constantly be of the committee of “ ways and means,”
providing for his own subsistence, when his time should be
occupied in the discharge of his public duties.

If these salaries should be reduced so low as not to furnish
the occupant with sufficient means for his support, the result
would inevitably be, that the wealthy only would fill all the
executive and judicial offices in the Commonwealth, and thus
an aristocracy of office-holders would be created, which indeed
would be revolting to the citizens of Massachusetts.

The people no doubt desire that the expenditure of the Com-
monwealth should not exceed her income, but they do not ex-
pect that object to be effected by the proposed reduction of
salaries. Indeed, it cannot be effected in this way, as a reduc-
tion of the whole amount of the salaries would hardly accom-
plish it. Should none of the measures which are now under
consideration by the legislature effect this object, it is hoped
that the wisdom of the legislature will accomplish it, without
resorting to a reduction of the salaries of the executive and
judicial officers, who have filled their places with so much
honor to themselves and to the people of the Commonwealth.
Your committee therefore report, that said petitioners severally
have leave to withdraw their petitions.

ALFRED KITTREDGE, Chairman.

order of Committee,








