
HOUSE .No. 4

Secretary’s Office,
January sth, 1847. )

Sir,—l have the honor herewith to transmit, for the informa-
tion of the two Houses, the Annual Report of the Expenses of
this office, required by the Resolve of 1819, chap. 268.

I have the honor to be,

Very respectfully
Your obedient servant,

JOHN G. PALFREY.

To the Honorable Speaker of the House of Representatives :

©oimnontotalU) of JHassatijusetto.

Boston
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Secretary’s Office, Boston; )

January Aih, 1847.

Agreeably to the provisions of the Resolve of 1819, chapter
268,1 have the honor to submit to the Legislature the following
statement of the amount of salary and allowances made to the
Secretary, and the number, names and periods of service of the
clerks employed by him during the last political year, with the
amount allowed them, and all the expenses attaching to this
office.

The amount received by the Secretary in fees,
$167 83
1.432 17

has been,
Do, from the Commonwealth’s Treasury,

Making a total of $1,600 00

Being the allowance established for that officer by the Act of
1843, chapter 9.

The two permanent clerks have received, respectively, $1,200
and $l,OOO, agreeably to provisions of the Acts of 1843, chap-
ter 113, and 1846, chapter 217.

By the Resolve of 1838, chapter 81, the Secretary is author-
ized to employ, from time to time, such clerical assistance, in
addition to the permanent clerks, as may be necessary for the
despatch of the public business; and. by the 13th section of
chapter 13 of the Revised Statutes, he is authorized to make
to assistant clerks a compensation not exceeding the rate of $9OO
a year.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

etommontotaltlj of JHaooacijusetts.

The names, terras of service, and amount of compensation
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of assistant clerks, employed at different times during the past
year, have been as follows, viz ;

Samuel C. Thacher, 1 year, . . • $9OO 00
William F. Clark, 313 days, . . • 779 42
Edward Stearns, 268 days, 2\ nights, . . 479 67
George Burrill, 256 days.

. . . 486 00
Thomas Campbell, 283 days, 1| nights, .

. 467 00
William Palfrey, 156 days, . . ■ 275 50
George H. Child, 9 days,

. . • 22 50
Langdon F. Lincoln, 134 days,

. . . 196 00
Thomas R. Spear, 86 days, .

. . 172 00
T. N. Wyvild, 35 days, 1J nights, . . 95 00
Robert I. Burbank. 10 days,

.

.
. 20 00

Allen W. Dodge, (Abstract of Agricultural Returns,) 57 50
JohnC. Adams, (Abstract of District Attorney’s Reports,) 40 50

$3,991 09

The cost of extra clerk hire, as above, was occasioned as
follows, viz :

By examination of the Revolutionary Rolls,
“ services for the Board of Education, .
“ the Registration of Births, &c. (estimated)
“ the Abstract from Returns of Agricultural So-

$1,243 50
141 92
420 00

ciety 57 50
40 50the Report on the District Attorney’s Returns,

a Chronological Table of Contents to the Vol-
umes of Archives, 595 00

ordinary business of the office, 1,492 67

$3,991 09

The postage bills of the government during the past year
have amounted to $430 24.

I estimate the expense of stationery used in this office at
$4OO, as in former years. The bills for stationery paid by the
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Secretary include what is furnished to the Executive Council,
and to the Legislature and its committees.

Nine hundred and fifty-seven certificates of Revolutionary
service have been furnished during the past year to applicants
for pensions. Two clerks have been employed during great
part of the year in this department.

Agreeably to the construction which has been given to the
seventh section of the Act of 1838, ch. 105, from the time of
its passage, it is the duty of the Secretary of the Commonwealth
to prepare the Abstract of School Returns. Accordingly, the
clerk hire incident to the preparation of that document has been
included in the expenses of this office, though I have doubted
whether, under the Act of 1846, chapter 219, $ 2, it ought not
to be charged to the School Fund. If I have been in error in
adhering to the method hitherto observed, it will easily be
corrected by a Resolve directing the sum of $l4l 92 to be
reimbursed from the School Fund to the general treasury of the
Commonwealth.

The excess of expense for “the ordinary business of the
office” over that of the preceding year, has been partly owing
to the new duty devolved on the Secretary of issuing licenses
to pedlers, but chiefly to the great amount of business trans-
acted by the last General Court. For pedlers’ licenses I re-
ceived and paid over to the Treasurer the sum of $4,263.

The committee on the Library was instructed, by an order
of the House of Representatives, of January 27th, 1846, “to
consider the expediency of directing a general table of contents
to be prepared of all the bound volumes of the ancient archives
of the Commonwealth, with an arrangement of the several
titles in strictly chronological order, and references to the vol-
umes and pages in which the papers are respectively to be
found.” The Report of the committee, “ that it is desirable to
have such an index as is mentioned in the order, but as, in
their opinion, the Secretary of the Commonwealth has au-
thority to cause it to be prepared, it is inexpedient to legislate
upon the subject,” was accepted by the Legislature. The
table of contents contemplated has been in part prepared, and
is still in progress, the series of entries having been brought
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c

down to the year 1731. Each page of the table contains five
columns, the first exhibiting the dates of the respective papers;
the second, the names of persons or corporations therein re-
ferred to; the third, a concise description of the subject of the
document; and the fourth and fifth, references to the volume
and page where it is to be found. This arrangement affords
easy access to every paper in the voluminous collection.

By the Resolve of 1846, chapter 35, His Excellency the Gov-
ernor was authorized to take measures “ to restore to the ar-
chives of this Commonwealth, in the originals or copies, such
portions of the records of the Executive Council, or of any
other branch of the government of the colony and province of
Massachusetts Bay, as may be now missing.” Under this
authority, Mr. R. Lemon, chief clerk of Her Majesty’s State
Paper Office, has been employed to make copies from the jour-
nals there deposited. The work has been executed in the most
satisfactory manner. Eighteen hundred folio pages of copy
have already been transmitted to this office, filling the chasms
in our Council Journal from May 25, 1686 to December 29th,
1687, from May 16th, 1692 to December 29th, 1698, and from
January 4th, 1709-10 to December 29th, 1712; and in the
Records of the General Court from August 4th, 1737 to March
28th, 1740.

By the Act of 1846, chapter 241, the Secretary was directed
to cause to be prepared a manuscript map of each county in
the Commonwealth, copied from the original map on a large
scale, deposited in his office; to transmit the same to the sev-
eral boards of county commissioners, with a view to having
delineated thereon recent changes in the boundaries of towns:owns,
the course of new roads, rail-r >ads and canals, and other topo-

cause such amendments to be
State map. The preparation of
ork of considerable time. They

graphical alterations; and to
delineated on the plates of the
the manuscript maps was a w
were all returned to this offic by the commissioners in the
course of the summer and autumn ; and the transfer of the
amendments to the plates by the engraver is now nearly com-
pleted.

By the Resolve of 1846, chapter 50, the Secretary was an-
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thorized to “cause the plan of the triangulation of the Com-
monwealth to be engraved on the plate of the State map, in the
place now occupied by the statistical tables.” This work was
promptly executed, at a cost considerably within the appro-
priation ; and an improved edition of this beautiful work may
be issued within a few weeks.

From Mr. Alexandre Vattemare of Paris, appointed by the
Governor to be the agent of this Commonwealth under the
Resolve of 1845, chapter 51, § 2, have been received seventy-
three volumes and pamphlets and ninety-nine charts, which
have been deposited in the library of the General Court.

The following volumes, &c. have, in the course of the year
been received at this office from other States, viz :

From Maine.—Reports, 1 volume
From New Hampshire.—Laws of 1846, 3 pamphlets.
From Rhode Island.—Digest of Laws, 2 pamphlets.
From Vermont.—Washburn’s Reports, 1 volume, Washburn

Digest, 1 volume; Laws of 1845, 1 pamphlet.
From Connecticut.—Statistics of Industry, 3 pamphlets; Sen-

ate Journal, 3 pamphlets; House Journal, 2 pamphlets; Pri-
vate Acts, 3 pamphlets; Public Acts, 1 pamphlet; Report of
Bank Commissioners, 3 pamphlets; Message, 2 pamphlets;
Report of Slate Prison, 3 pamphlets ; Report of School Fund.
2 pamphlets.

From New York.-—Laws of 1846, 3 volumes.
From New Jersey.—Laws of 1846, 3 pamphlets; Vol. 1, part2,

of Spencer’s Reports, 3 pamphlets; Minutes of General As-
sembly, 1 pamphlet; Minutes of 2d Senate, 1 pamphlet;
Green’s Reports, 1 volume.

From Pennsylvania.—Laws of 1846, 1 volume,
From Maryland.—Report of standard weights and measures,

From Virginia.-—Legislative Documents of 1845-6, 1 volume.
From North Carolina.—Iredell’s Reports, 1 volume; Laws,

1 pamphlet.
From South Carolina.—Richardson’s Reports, 2 volumes;

Richardson’s Equity Reports, 2 volumes; Laws of 1846,
2 volumes.
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From Georgia.—Hotchkiss’s Statute Law of Georgia and State
papers, 1 volume.

From Ohio.—Auditor’s Annual Report, 1 pamphlet; Ohio Re
ports, 1 volume; Laws,-. 1845-6, 1 volume.

From Mississippi.—Laws of 1846, 1 pamphlet.
From Indiana.—Blackford’s Reports, 1 volume; Acts of 1846,

2 volumes.
From Michigan.—Chancery Reports, 2 volumes; Laws of

1846, 2 volumes.
From Louisiana.—Convention of 1845, 1 volume; Debates of

the Convention of 1845, 1 volume.
From Illinois.—Journal of Senate and House, 1 volume each;

Reports of Senate and House, 1 volume each; Revised Stat-
utes of 1845, 1 volume; Gilman’s Reports, 1 volume.

From Missouri.—Missouri Reports, 1 volume.
From Alabama.—Reports, 2 volumes; Acts of 1845-6, 1 vol-

ume.

From Florida.—Acts and Resolutions, 2 pamphlets ; Decisions
of Supreme Court, 1 volume.

The following volumes, &c. have been received from the
different departments of the Federal Government, viz:

History of the Revolution, 6th volume, 4th series, 3 vol-
umes; Laws of the United States, Ist session, 29th Congress,
380 pamphlets; House Journal, Ist session, 29th Congress, 3
volumes.

Which is respectfully submitted by

JOHN G. PALFREY
Secretary of the Commonwealth




