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To <Ae Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
of the State of Massachusetts

Your petitioners, on behalf of the American Peace Society,
very respectfully solicit your early attention to the present state
of our war with Mexico, and earnestly pray your honorable
bodies, by resolves in favor of a speedy peace, and by corres-
ponding instructions or requests to the senators and represen-
tatives in Congress from this Commonwealth, to take such ac-
tion as you may judgebest adapted to hasten this war to a close,
if possible, without any more waste of blood and treasure.

We urge this request, not as partisans, but solely as Chris-
tian patriots, as friends of humanity, and as believers in a re-
ligion of peace and love which recognizes all men as brethren,
and seeks to bind them together in the bonds of a universal
brotherhood. We think that an age and a country professedly
so Christian, ought no longer to tolerate such a relic of a barba-
rous paganism; and, in deploring the origin and progress, the
causes and the consequences of this war, and in praying for its
speedy termination by peaceful means, we feel quite sure we
speak the common sentiments and wishes of your constituents,
Avithout distinction of sect or party. The war misrepresents
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Massachusetts; and, in justice to her character before the
world, we think her assembled representatives should at once
give full utterance to her deep abhorrence of this war, and her
strong desire, for reasons higher far than those of party, to see
it brought immediately to a close, not by bloodshed, plunder
and conquest, but by amicable negotiation between the parties,
or by fair reference to umpires mutually chosen.

On behalf of the American Peace Society, and by order of
its Executive Committee.

GEO. C. BECKWITH, Cor. Secretary.
WM. C. BROWN, Recorditig Secretary.

Boston, Jan. 8, 1847.


