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To the Honorable the Senate , and the Honorable the House of
Representatives, of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in
General Court assembled

Respectfully represent the Directors of the Boston and Prov-
idence Rail-road Corporation, that they have, by order of the
Legislature, received due notice of the pendency of the petition
of Thomas H. Perkins and others, stating that they are “ deep-
ly impressed with the importance of a rail-road communica-
tion between the cities of Boston and New York,” setting forth
their belief “ that the public exigencies require the construction
of such aroad,” —professing their ignorance of any “adverse
interests in any degree counterbalancing the vast good to the
public which will result therefrom,” and praying for authority
to construct a rail-road commencing in Boston and running to
Blackstone; “ there to connect with the proposed roads termi-
nating in the aforesaid city and commercial capital of New
York State.”

Your present memorialists learn, with satisfaction, from the
order of the Legislature already referred to, that your honora-
ble bodies propose to consider what “ adverse interests” may
exist in regard to the project of the petitioners, and whether in
any, and, if in any, in what degree they may “counterbalance
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the vast good ” promised to the public by the applicants for
this new road to the “city and commercial capital of New
York State.”

Your memorialists do not propose to discuss the question,
whether the public exigencies require any new modes of com-
munication between Boston and New York. They believe
that the route by the way of Worcester, Springfield, Hartford
and New Haven, will offer greater facilities to those who wish
to avail themselves of a “direct and unbroken track” between
the two cities, than can be afforded by carrying out any of the
projects now before the Legislature, and that the opening of
similar, though less advantageous, avenues can, consequently,
very slightly affect the income of the Boston and Providence
Rail-road Corporation, so far as that is derived from the travel
between Boston and New York. They do not, therefore, pre-
sent themselves as remonstrants, generally, against the con-
struction of any new road or series of roads which shall con-
nect the two cities, nor desire to be considered as offering ob-
structions to the attainment of the “vast good to the public”
which is promised by their projectors, however slender their
faith that such promises can be redeemed.

But your memorialists respectfully ask leave to call the at-
tention of (he Legislature to certain portions of the petition
before referred to, and to certain facts, which, they trust, will
be deemed important when this subject shall be considered.

The petitioners ask for authority to construct a road which
shall commence at Boston and run through Roxbury, Dedham
and other towns, to Blackstone.

In respect to this part of the petition, your memorialists state
that the corporation they represent has, for the last twelve
years, kept in constant operation a rail-road between the city
of Boston and the town of Dedham; that this road was con-
structed under the authority of the Legislature, and the prop-
erty in it clothed with all the rights which such an authority
necessarily implies ; that, for quite two-thirds of the period since
the road was opened, its operations gave to the corporation no
adequate remunerating returns for the capital expended in its
construction ; that every effort has been made, in managing the
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road, to afford the greatest possible accommodation to the pub-
lic ; that these efforts have been eminently successful; that, as
the business of the road has increased, the charges for trans-
portation have been lessened, and that the corporation have
heard of no complaints against them of making exorbitant de-
mands of the public, or of neglecting, in any degree, their rea-
sonable claims for all the advantages of this mode of commu-
nication ; and your memorialists cannot but look with surprise
and concern upon a movement, on the part of any gentlemen
in the community, which shows that, while the hazard of the
experiment and the pecuniary loss attending it for years, have
been cast upon this corporation, they are seeking to avail them-
selves of a portion of the profits which the increase of popula-
tion, and the manner in which the road has been conducted, are
now enabling the corporation to derive from its operations.

Your memorialists do not intend to enter upon a discussion
of the general question, as to what rights were secured to them
by their charter, nor presume to say what are the fixed and
unalterable principles which a just government should estab-
lish, and an honest community approve in regard to such rights.
If in any case of a charter, there be any rights to be implied
from the action of the granting power, or if there be any prin-
ciples of public expediency which should restrain an injuri-
ous competition with those who have expended money upon
a doubtful experiment, and who have carefully and faithfully
discharged all their obligations to the community, your memo-
rialists respectfully say that this case is now presented for the
consideration of the Legislature, and that these principles
should now be applied.

Your memorialists are unwilling to believe that any member
of the community would be so insensible to the obvious con-
siderations connected with this subject, as to ask for authority
simply to construct a new road from the terminus of our road
in Boston, to its terminus in Dedham; and they respectfully
submit that the principle involved is in no manner changed,
when the proposition to do this injury is connected with another
project which looks to the extension of the proposed new road.
If a ‘-direct and unbroken track” of rail-road to New York
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be needed, and if the public good requires that the town of
Dedham should lie upon this route, and if the attainment ot
this public good be the sole object of all the petitioners, it would
have been supposed that they would have considered it a for-
tunate circumstance that eleven or twelve miles of the proposed
road was already completed, and that they would have ab-
stained from demands upon the Legislature which should call
for this remonstrance.

But, whatever may be the true motives or the ulterior de-
signs of the petitioners, or any portion of them, your memori-
alists, in behalf of the stockholders in the Boston and Provi-
dence Rail-road Corporation, respectfully but earnestly remon-
strate against the incorporation of any company with authority
to construct a new rail-road from Boston to Dedham.

0. H. WARREN,
WM. STURGIS,
WM. APPLETON,
JOHN BARSTOW,
JOHN BRYANT, Jr
JAMES K. MILLS.

Boston, Feb. 13, 1547.
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