
HOUSE....No. 122,

AN ACT
Concerning Hawkers and Pedlers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled ,

and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

Commontiicaltfi of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Seven.

1 Sect. 1. Every hawker, pedier, and petty chap-
-2 man, who shall exercise his business, or calling, by
3 carrying for sale, or exposing to sale, or selling, any
4 goods, wares, or merchandise, within this Common-
-6 wealth, without a license therefor, as hereinafter pro-
G vided, shall forfeit a sum, for every such offence, not
7 exceeding two hundred dollars, to be recovered in any
8 court competent to try the same, and forithe benefit of
9 whoever may prosecute for the same : provided, that

10 such license shall not be required of any inhabitant of
11 this Commonwealth, being a citizen of the United
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12 States, for carrying for sale, exposing to sale, or sell-
-13 ing, the agricultural products of any of the United
14 States, or the manufactures of this Commonwealth,
15 unless composed, in whole or in part, of wool or cot-
-16 ton, fruits, provisions, fuel, books, pamphlets and
17 newspapers.

Sect. 2. The Secretary of the Commonwealth is
hereby authorized to grant a license for the sale of all
articles prohibited in the first section, except indigo,
playing cards, essences, jewelry and feathers, to any
inhabitant of this Commonwealth, being a citizen of
the United States, who shall file, in his office, a cer-
tificate from the mayor of any city, or a majority of
the selectmen of any town, in this Commonwealth, to
the effect that such applicant is a citizen of the United
States, an inhabitant of such city or town, and of good
moral character ; and such applicant shall make oath
before said Secretary, or some magistrate designated
by him for that purpose, that he is the person named
in such certificate, a citizen of the United States, and
an inhabitant of such city or town. And said license
shall contain the names of such counties, cities, or
towns, as such applicant may select, with the sums to
be paid the respective treasurers thereof; or, if said
license be for the whole Commonwealth, it shall be
so stated in such license.
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1 Sect. 3. Every person, so licensed, shall pay to
2 the Secretary of the Commonwealth, for a State li-
3 cense, the sum of one hundred dollars, and, for a

4 county license, one dollar for each county inserted in
5 such license, and shall also pay to the treasurer of
6 each of said counties the sums following: to the
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7 treasurers of Suffolk, Middlesex, Essex and Worces-
-8 ter, each twenty-five dollars; of Norfolk and Bristol,
9 each twenty dollars ; of Berkshire, Hampden, and

10 Plymouth, each fifteen dollars ; of Franklin, Hamp-
-11 shire, and Bristol, each ten dollars; of Nantucket,
12 eight dollars; of Dukes county, five dollars; and, for
13 every city or town license, shall pay to said Secretary
14 one dollar for each city or town inserted in said li-
-15 ense, and to the treasurer of such city or town, con-
-16 taining not more than one thousand inhabitants, ac-
-17 cording to the United States census next preceding
18 the date of such license, one dollar, and increasing
19 said sum by one dollar for every additional thousand
20 inhabitants above one thousand : provided, said sum
21 shall never exceed twenty-five dollars.

1 Sect. 4. The sums received, by the Secretary of
2 the Commonwealth, for granting such licenses, shall
3 be for the use of the Commonwealth, and, upon pay-
-4 raent, shall be indorsed by him upon such license ;

5 and the sums to be paid to the treasurers of any
6 county, city or town, shall be for the use of such
7 county, city or town, and may, at the option of the
8 person licensed, be paid to the said treasurers, or to
9 the Secretary of the Commonwealth, and shall, upon

10 payment, be indorsed, by either of them, upon said
11 license. And no license shall authorize the sale, or
12 exposing to sale, of any goods, wares or merchan-
-13 disc, as aforesaid, unless the sum payable for such
14 license in the place where such sale, or exposing to
15 sale, shall take place, shall be indorsed thereon.

1 Sect. 5. The Secretary of the Commonwealth
2 shall keep a record of all licenses granted by him,
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3 the name and residence of the party licensed, the
4 number of each license, and the counties, cities and
5 towns named therein, and the sums paid thereon ;

6 and the treasurers of the counties, cities and towns,
7 shall keep similar records of all licenses upon which
8 the sums provided in this act shall have been paid
9 to them severally. And the said Secretary shall, an-

-10 nually, in the month of January, account for, and
11 pay over to the counties, cities and towns, the suras
12 to which they are severally entitled, and which have
13 been received by him.

1 Sect. 6. Every license shall bear date on the
2 first day of January, of each year, and shall continue
3 in force for one year from the date thereof, and no
4 longer. And every license may be transferred by
5 the person named therein, with the approval of the
6 Secretary of the Commonwealth, to any person who
7 shall comply with the conditions of the second sec-
-8 tion of this act.

1 Sect. 7. Every person licensed under this act,
2 who shall refuse or neglect to exhibit his license,
3 when required so to do by any selectman or justice
4 of the peace, shall be liable to the same penalty as
5 if he had no license.

1 Sect. 8. All acts, and parts of acts, inconsistent
2 with this act, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall be in force on and after
2 the first day of January, in the year eighteen hun-
-3 dred and forty-eight, and not before that time.


