
tlOl/SH No. 130.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Seven.

AN ACT

To incorporate the Town of Lawrence.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. All the territory now within the towns
2 of Methuen and Andover, in the county of Essex,
3 comprised within the following limits—that is to say,
4 by a line beginning at the mouth of Shawsheen Riv-
-5 er, at its easterly bank, thence running southerly by
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6 said easterly bank to a stake at the bend in said river,
7 a few rods westerly of the bridge, where it is crossed
8 by the Salem Turnpike ; thence in a straight line
9 westerly to a marked stone in the wall at the easter-

-10 ly corner of the intersection of roads, by Jacob Bar-
-11 nard’s house; (hence northerly in a straight line
12 across Merrimack Biver, passing between the house
13 of Asa Barker and (hat of Ebenezer Barker, on the
14 Tower-Hill Road, leading from Methuen to Lowell,
15 to a stake about 2150 feet northerly from where the
16 line crosses said road; thence northeasterly to a
17 monument on the easterly side of Londonderry
18 Turnpike, passing a little northerly of the house of
19 Abiel Stevens, Esq. ; thence easterly in a straight
20 line to a monument at the intersection of Lawrence-

street with the old road which runs easterly from
Stevens’s factory towards Haverhill; thence in a

23 straight line easterly, passing north of William
24 Swan’s house through a monument about 400 feet
25 south of the intersection of the roads near said
26 Swan’s house, to the line of the town of Andover,
27 in Merrimack River ; thence running by the said
28 line of Andover westerly, to the easterly bank of
29 Shawsheen River, at the point of starting ; —is here-
-30 by incorporated into a town by the name of Law-
-31 rence : and the said town of Lawrence is hereby in-
-32 vested with all the privileges, powers, rights and
33 immunities, and subject to all the duties and requi-
-34 sitions to which other towns are entitled and sub-
-35 ject, by the constitution and laws of this Common-
-36 wealth.

1 Sect. 2. The town of Lawrence shall make and
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2 maintain all bridges for public highways over the
3 Shawsheen River, so far as the easterly bank of said
4 river is a boundary of the said town, including the
5 masonry of the abutments of said bridges on the
6 easterly bank thereof.

1 Sect. 3. The inhabitants of the said town of
2 Lawrence shall be holdcn to pay all arrears of taxes
3 which have been legally assessed upon them by the
4 towns of Methuen and Andover, respectively ; and
5 all taxes heretofore assessed and not collected, shall
6 be collected and paid to the treasurers of the towns
7 of Methuen and Andover, respectively, in the same
8 manner as if this act had not been passed ; and also
9 their proportion of all county and State taxes that

10 may be assessed upon them previously to the next
11 State valuation—that is to say, two thirds of the State
12 and county taxes that may be assessed upon the
13 town of Methuen, and one eighth of the State and
14 county taxes that may be assessed upon the town of
15 Andover, till the next State valuation.

1 Sect. 4. The parts of the said town of Lawrence
2 now belonging to the towns of Methuen and Ando-
3 ver, respectively, shall remain parts of the said towns
4 of Methuen and Andover for the purpose of electing
5 the representatives to which said towns are respec-
6 tively entitled, and for the purpose of electing State

mtatives to Congress, and
Vice President of the Unit-
decennial census shall be

7 officers, senators, repre
8 electors ofPresident and
9 ed States, until the next

10 taken, in pursuance of the thirteenth article of
11 amendment to the constitution; and the meetings
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12 for the choice of such representatives, and the other
13 officers aforesaid, shall be called by the selectmen of
14 the said towns, respectively ; the selectmen of Law-
-15 rence shall make a true list of persons belonging to
16 the territory of each of said towns hereby incorpo-

-17 rated into the town of Lawrence, qualified to vote at
18 every such election, and the same shall be taken and
19 used by the selectmen of said respective towns for
20 such elections, in the same manner as if prepared by
21 themselves.

1 Sect. 6. The said towns of Methuen, Andover
2 and Lawrence shall be respectively liable for the sup-
-3 port of all persons who now do, or shall hereafter,
4 stand in need of relief as paupers, whose settlement
5 was gained by, or derived from, a residence within
6 their respective limits ; and the said town of Law-
-7 rence shall, within one year from the time of its or-
-8 ganization under this act, pay to the town of Methu-
-9 en one thousand dollars as and for their just pro-

-10 portion of the debts of the town of Methuen, owing
11 at the passing of this act, exclusive of the amount
12 of the surplus revenue of the United States in the
13 treasury of the towrn of Methuen ; and the town of
14 Lawrence shall also pay two thirds of the amount of
15 said surplus revenue whenever its repayment shall
16 be demanded by the United States according to law ;

17 and shall also pay to the town of Methuen the
18 amount that said town shall pay for building Haver-
-19 hill-street, so called, within the limits of said town of
20 Lawrence, as ordered by the county commissioners
21 for the county of Essex.
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1 Sect, 6. Any justice of the peace in the county
2 of Essex is hereby authorized to issue his warrant
3 directed to any principal inhabitant of the town of
4 Lawrence, requiring him to notify and warn the in-
-5 habitants thereof, qualified to vote in town affairs, to
6 meet at the time and place therein appointed, for the
7 purpose of choosing all such town officers as towns
8 are by law authorized and required to choose at their
9 annual meetings ; and such justice, or, in his absence,

10 such principal inhabitant, shall preside till the choice
11 of a moderator in said meeting.

1 Sect. 7. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.




