
HOUSE No. 149.

House of Representatives,

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed
to inquire into the expediency of modifying the Act of 1846,
chapter 244, entitled “ An Act concerning Hawkers and Ped-
lers.”

CHAS. W. STOREY, Clerk

arommontoealtfj of i^aooactjnottto.

Jan. 11th, 1847.
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House of Representatives, March 20th, 1847.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the
order of the House of January 11, 1847, concerning Hawkers
and Pedlers, and the Petitions and Remonstrances on the same
subject, herewith exhibited, have considered the same, and re-
port the accompanying Bill.

JOSEPH BELL, Chairman.

(Kommontoealtlj of i^aasactjusetts.
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In the Ypar One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Seven.

AN ACT

Concerning Hawkers and Pedlers.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. Every hawker, pedler and petty chap-
-2 man, who shall exercise his business or calling, by
3 carrying for sale, or exposing to sale, or selling, any
4 goods, wares or merchandise, within this Common-
-5 wealth, without a license therefor, as hereinafter
6 provided, shall forfeit a sum, for every such offence,
7 not exceeding two hundred dollars, to be recovered
8 in any court competent to try the same, and for the
9 benefit of whoever may prosecute for the same : pro-

Commoutotaltl) of l^aosacijucetts.
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10 vided, that such license shall not be required of any
11 inhabitant of this Commonwealth, being a citizen of
12 the United States, for carrying for sale, exposing to
13 sale, or selling, fruits, provisions, fuel, books, pamphlets
14 and newspapers, the agricultural products of any of
15 the United States, or the manufactures of this Com-
-16 monwealth, except such manufactures as are cloth
17 goods, composed, in whole or in part, of wool or
18 cotton.

1 Sect. 2. The Secretary of the Commonwealth is
2 hereby authorized to grant a license for the sale of
3 all articles prohibited in the first section, except in-
-4 digo, playing cards, essences, jewelry and feathers,
5 to any inhabitant of this Commonwealth, being a cit-
-6 izen of the United States, who shall file, in his office,
7 a certificate from the mayor of any city, or a ma-
-8 jority of the selectmen of any town, in this Common-
-9 wealth, to the effect, that such applicant is a citizen

10 of the United States, an inhabitant of such city or
11 town, and of good moral character; and such appli-
-12 cant shall make oath before said Secretary, or some
13 magistrate designated by him for that purpose, that
14 he is the person named in such certificate, a citizen
15 of the United States, and an inhabitant of such city
16 or town : and said license shall contain the names of
17 such counties, cities or towuis, as such applicant may
18 select, with the sums to be paid the respective treas-

-19 urers thereof; or, if said license be for the whole
20 Commonwealth, it shall be so stated in such license.

1 Sect. 3. Every person so licensed, shall pay to
2 (he Secretary of the Commonwealth, for a State li-
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3 cense, the sum of fifty dollars ; and, for a county
4 license, one dollar for each county inserted in such
5 license ; and shall also pay to the treasurer of each
6 of said counties, the sums following : to the treasu-
-7 rers of Suffolk, Middlesex, Essex and Worcester,
8 each fifteen dollars ; of Norfolk and Bristol, each
9 twelve dollars ; of Berkshire, Hampden and Plym-

-10 outh, each ten dollars ; of Franklin, Hampshire
11 and Barnstable, each six dollars ; of Nantucket, five
12 dollars ; of Duke’s county, five dollars ; and for
13 every city or town license, shall pay to said Secre-
-14 tary, one dollar for each city or town inserted in said
15 license ; and to the treasurer of such city or town,
16 containing not more than one thousand inhabitants,
17 according to the United States census next preceding
18 the date of such license, one dollar, and increasing
19 said sum by twenty-five cents for every additional
20 thousand inhabitants above one thousand ; provided,
21 said sura shall never exceed fifteen dollars.

1 Sect. 4. The sums received by the Secretary of
2 the Commonwealth, for granting such licenses, shall
3 be for the use of the Commonwealth, and, upon pay-
-4 ment, shall be indorsed by him upon such license ;

5 and the sums to be paid to the treasurers of any
6 county, city, or town, shall be for the use of such
7 county, city, or town, and may, at the option of the
8 person licensed, be paid to the said treasurers, or to
9 the Secretary of the Commonwealth, and shall, upon

10 payment, be indorsed by either of them upon said
11 license ; and no license shall authorize the sale, or
12 exposing to sale, of any goods, wares, or merchan-
-13 dise, as aforesaid, unless the sum payable for such
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14 license in the place where such sale, or exposing to
15 sale, shall take place, shall be indorsed thereon.

1 Sect. 5. The Secretary of the Commonwealth
2 shall keep a record of all licenses granted by him,
3 the name and residence of the party licensed, the
4 number of each license, and the counties, cities and
5 towns named therein, and the sums paid thereon ;

6 and the treasurers of the counties, cities and towns
7 shall keep similar records of all licenses upon which
8 the sums provided in this act shall have been paid to
9 them severally. And the said Secretary shall, annu-

-10 ally, in the month of January, account for, and pay
11 over to the counties, cities and towns, the sums to
12 which they are severally entitled, and which have
13 been received by him.

1 Sect. 6. Every license shall bear date on the
2 first day of January of each year, and shall con-
-3 tinue in force for one year from the date thereof, and
4no longer. And every license may be transferred
5 by the person named therein, with the approval of
6 the Secretary of the Commonwealth, to any person
7 who shall comply with the conditions of the second
8 section of this act.

1 Sect. 7. Every person licensed under this act,
2 who shall refuse or neglect to exhibit his license
3 when required so to do by any selectman or justice
4 of the peace, shall be liable to (he same penalty as
5 if he had no license.

1 Sect. 8. The act entitled “An Act concerning
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2 Hawkers and Pedlers,” passed the sixteenth ofApril,
3 one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, is hereby
4 repealed.

1 Sect. 9. This act shall be in force on and after
2 the first day of January, in the year eighteen hun-
-3 dred and forty-eight, and not before that time.



8 [April,HAWKERS AND PEDLERS.

[Mr. Wells, of Boston, moves to amend, by striking out the
whole bill and inserting as follows :]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as folloivs:

1 Sect. 1. Any person may obtain a license as a
2 hawker, pedler, or itinerant trader, to go about selling,
3 and exposing to sale, any goods, wares, or merchan-
-4 dise, not prohibited in the second section of the act to
5 which this is in addition, on application to the Secre-

AN ACT
In addition to “An Act concerning Hawkers and Ped-

lers,”

(Tommornocalti) of JHassacJmsetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Seven.
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6 tary of the Commonwealth to that effect, payment
7 of the sum hereafter named, and filing, in his office,
8 a certificate, signed by the majority of the selectmen
9 of any town, or mayor of any city, in the Common-

-10 wealth, which certificate shall state that, to the best
11 knowledge and belief of such mayor and selectmen,
12 the applicant, therein named, is a citizen of the
13 United States, and resides in such city or town, and
14 is in good repute for morals and integrity. And such
15 mayor or selectmen, as aforesaid, before granting such
16 certificate, shall require every such applicant to make
17 oath that he is the person named therein ; that he is
18 a citizen of the United States, and is a resident of
19 such city or town, which oath shall be certified by a

20 justice of the peace, and accompany the certificate.

1 Sect. 2. The licenses issued under the provisions
2 of the preceding section shall be of the following de-
-3 scription, and grantable upon the terms named :
4 Ist. State licenses; whereby the person, so li-
-5 censed, shall be authorized to sell as a hawker, pedler,
6 or itinerant trader, any goods, wares, and merchan-
-7 dise, not prohibited, as aforesaid, in any part of this
8 Commonwealth : the price of such a license shall be
9 one hundred dollars, payable to the use of the Com-

-10 monwealth.
11 2d. County licenses; authorizing the person, so li-
-12 censed, to sell, as aforesaid, any goods, wares, and
13 merchandise, within the limits of any county, or coun-

-14 ties, inserted in such license ; the price of such a

15 license shall be one dollar for each county inserted in
16 such license, for the use ot the Commonwealth, and

17 the payment of the following sums for the use of each
2
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18 of the counties following, respectively :—For Suffolk,
Essex, Middlesex, and Worcester, each fifty dollars;
for Norfolk and Bristol, each forty dollars ; for Hamp-
den, Berkshire, and Plymouth, each thirty dollars;
for Hampshire, Franklin, and Barnstable, each twen-

ty-five dollars; for Nantucket, ten dollars; and for
Dukes, five dollars.

19
20
21
99.

23
21
25 3d. City and town licenses ; authorizing the per-

son, so licensed to sell, as aforesaid, within such cities
or towns as are inserted in such license : the price of
such a license shall be as follows :—One dollar for the
use of the Commonwealth, for every city or town in-
serted in such license, and for the use of such cities
and towns, respectively, the following sums : for every
city or town, containing not more than one thousand
inhabitants, according to the United States census
next preceding the date of such license, three dollars ;

for every city or town containing more than one thou-
sand and not more than two thousand inhabitants, five
dollars ; for every city or town containing more than
two thousand, and not more than three thousand in-
habitants, seven dollars ; and for every city or town
containing more than three thousand inhabitants, the
sum shall be increased, in addition to seven dollars,
one dollar for each and every thousand over said three

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
ory
37

38
39
40
41
42

thousand : provided, the sum payable, for any city or

town, shall not exceed twenty-five dollars.
43
44

4th. Manufacturers’ licenses; authorizing the per-
son, so licensed, to sell, as aforesaid, in any part of
the Commonwealth, any tin, Britannia, glass, or wood-
en wares, of the manufactures of the United States,
or any other goods, wares, and merchandise, manu-
factured within the United States, by himself or his

45
46
47
48
49
50



1847.] 11HOUSE—No. 149.

51 employer ; and such a license shall not be construed
52 to authorize any person, so licensed, to become the
53 selling agent, as aforesaid, of more than one person,
54 firm, or company of manufacturers, at the same time.
55 The price of such a license shall be one dollar,
56 payable to the use of the Commonwealth.
57 All the above licenses shall be in force, and con-
-58 tinue for one year, from the first day of January, in
59 the year in which thev are granted, and no longer.

1 Sect. 3. The Secretary of the Commonwealth
2 shall indorse, on the licenses granted as above, the
3 sum, or sums, received by him, specifying the coun-
-4 ties, cities, or towns, with reference to which said
5 sums are received ; and he may permit the transfer,
6 by indorsement, of any of said licenses, to any other
7 person who shall comply with the requisitions of the
8 first section of this act. And the person, to whom
9 such license is transferred, shall be liable, in all re-

-10 spects, to the requisitions of this act, and the act to
11 which this is in addition, as fully as if he were the
12 person originally licensed.

1 Sect. 4. The Secretary of the Commonwealth
2 shall keep a record of all licenses granted by him,
3 specifying the number of each license, and also the
4 name and residence of the person licensed, the kind
5 of license granted, the counties, cities, and towns,
6 named therein, where such license is other than for
7 the State ; and shall, annually, in the month of Jan-
-8 uary, account for, and pay over to the counties, cities,
9 and towns, the sums to which they are severally en-

-10 titled, and which have been received by him.
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1 Sect. 6. The third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh,
2 and eighth sections of the act to which this is in addi-
-3 tion, are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 6. This act shall take effect, and be in
2 force, on and after the first day of January, in the
3 year eighteen hundred and forty-eight, and not before
4 that time.


