
HOUSE...No. 173.

The Joint Standing Committee on Railways and Canals, to
whom were referred the several petitions of C. C. P. Has-
tings and others, Otis Pettee and others, Thomas H. Perkins
and others, and Nathaniel Miller and others, asking for au-
thority to construct and operate certain rail-roads, of which
the lines will hereafter be described, and numerous petitions
in aid of, and several remonstrances against, said petitions,
having heard the petitioners and remonstrants and parties in-
terested in the matter referred, submit the following

The several petitions alluded to have for their object the con-
nexion of the valley of the Blackstone River with the city of
Boston, but by different routes. Two of these petitions have
the further design of forming a connecting line ofrailway com-
munication between Boston and New York, proceeding from
said valley of the Blackstone through the states of Rhode
Island and Connecticut. These several petitions were, therefore,
heard by the Committee in connexion, as forming one subject-
matter for the consideration of the Legislature, since their rela-
tions towards each other in the matter prayed for would make

CommontuealUj of iHaosadjusettß.

REPORT:



[April,■A RAIL-ROAD REPORT.

the final disposition of one aflect the action of the Legislature
upon either or all of the others.

The Committee commenced these hearings on the 10th of
February, and closed the same on the 29th of March. During
this interval of time, a mass of facts, statistics, testimony, opin-
ions and arguments was presented to the Committee, for and
against each one of these several routes, whether viewed as
local to the valley of the Blackstone, or as through routes from
Boston to New York.

Aware of the deep interest felt in the matters thus commit-
ted to their hands, not only by citizens of our own State, hut
by many in other states, the Committee regret that they are
obliged to report the subject back to the Legislature under a
pressure of duties which denies them the time which would
enable them to submit so full a statement of the facts belong-
ing to the case as they desire. They will, however, present
such leading facts and considerations, together with conclu-
sions legitimately derived from them, as will serve to set forth
the true merits of each case upon which it rests its claims for
a charter, and will so explain and illustrate them as that the
Legislature may draw their own conclusions as to what action
the public good, and the rights and interests of the petitioners,
demand at their hands.

The Committee, therefore, proceed to give the descriptive
features of the several routes as surveyed and presented be-
fore them; and this they do in the order in which the cases
were heard.

First, the Hastings petition, known as the Milford route.
The line of this route commences at some convenient point at
the State line, in the town of Blackstone, near the village of
Woonsocket, in the State of Rhode Island, or at some other
convenient point in the town of Blackstone, thence running
through the towns ofBlackstone and Mendon, to some conven-
ient point in Milford; there to connect with the rail-road now
constructing from Milford to intercept the Boston and Worces-
ter road at the station in Framingham. The length of the line
prayed for is 8 8-10 miles. The distance from the village of
Woonsocket to the point of connexion with the road now build-
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ing in Milford, is 9 5-10 miles. The maximum grade on the
proposed line is thirty feet, for a distance of nearly two miles.
The shortest curve is 1200 feet radius. Total rise, eighty-two
feet; curved lines, 1 4-10 miles; straight lines, 7 4-10 miles ;

estimated cost, including equipment for running, $178,312 00.
The distance from Woonsocket village to Framingham station is
21J miles; and from thence to the Boston and Worcester Rail-
road depot, in the city of Boston, 21 miles 10 rods; making,
from Woonsocket village, by this route, to Boston, 42 miles 170
rods. The line of this route is over grades favorable for the
construction of a rail-road.

The second route taken up and considered was that embraced
in the petition of Otis Pettee and others, known as the Pettee
or Central route. This petition asks for authority to construct
a rail-road from the city of Boston to the State line, near to and
in the direction of the village of Woonsocket, and in such man-
ner as to form a junction or connexion with a direct and con-
tinuous rail-road through the states of Rhode Island, Connecti-
cut and New York, to the city of Now York. The same pe-
titioners also ask for authority to construct a branch from the
main line to Dedham village.

This route, commencing at the State line, near Woonsocket
village, passes across the southeast corner of the town of Black-
stone, and thence through the towns of Bellingham, Franklin,
Medway, Medfield, Dover, Needham, Newton, Brighton, and
Brookline, entering Boston on the north side of, and near to the
Mill Dam, to a proposed depot near the present location of the
toll-house. The length of this line, in this State, is 34 39-100
miles. If the line is constructed to Woonsocket village, its
length will be 35 79-100 miles. There is no grade on this line
exceeding 31 feet; 23 miles have a grade over 20 feet to the
mile. The sum of ascending grades is 258.76 feet; of de-
scending grades, 447.28 feet. Straight line on this route
20.885 miles; shortest curve, 2864 feet radius.

The cost of this line, if the same were to be constructed with
reference to connecting with the lines through Rhode Island
and Connecticut for a through route to New York, is estimated
by Mr. Parrott, its engineer, at $1,449,946; or, if to be built
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only as a local road to the valley of the Blackstone, and there
to stop, at $1,181,897.

Mr. Laurie, the engineer of the Perkins line, and experi-
enced in rail-road construction, also made estimates on Mr. Par-
rott’s survey of this route, with reference to a through line, and
added to the estimates of the latter the sum of $594,588 89,
which would increase the estimated cost of this road to $1,995,-
809 89.

The above statements of the descriptive features of this line
apply only to the Pettee survey for a road to Woonsocket. Sur-
veys, profiles and reports of the other portions of the route,
lying within Rhode Island and Connecticut, comprising the
route from Woonsocket to New Haven, were laid before the
committee, but they do not deem it necessary to furnish any
abstract from them to the Legislature.

The third route was that asked for in the petition of Thomas
H. Perkins and others, known as the Perkins route. This line,
as surveyed, commences at the South Cove, in the city of Bos-
ton, thence running to the city of Roxbury and West Roxbury,
thence through the towns of Dedham, Walpole, Medfield,
Franklin, Medway, Bellingham to Blackstone; proposing, in
Slatersville, in Rhode Island, to connect with the proposed
roads terminating in the city of New York. This petition,
like the one last described, sets forth that the public exigency
requires the construction of a rail-road to connect the cities of
Boston and New York. The distance of this route, to its ter-
minus at the State line in Blackstone, is 35 x5 0

6w miles, of which
25 tVtt miles are straight line. The shortest curve is 2300 feet
radius ; maximum grade, 37 feet to the mile, for a distance of
BtVo- miles; total ascent, 445 feet; descent, 260 feet.

The estimated cost of this road, if built with reference to its
connexion with other roads for a through route to New York,
is put, by its engineer, Mr. Laurie, at $1,812,308 25 ; or, if con-
structed for a local road only, at $1,312,308 25.

The fourth and last of the routes prayed for, was that pre-
sented by the petition of Nathaniel Miller and others, and
known as the Walpole route. This route commences at the
terminus of the Walpole Rail-road, in Walpole, thence passing
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through the towns of Wrentham, Franklin, Bellingham, and a
corner of Blackstone, through the village of Waterford, in the
town of Blackstone, to the west side of Blackstone River, op-
posite the village of Blackstone, and there intersecting the
Providence and Worcester Rail-road, now constructing at, or
near, the proposed terminus of this route. The length of the
line to be constructed on this route, is 17 miles 37 rods; of
which miles are a straight line. There is no curve having
a radius less than 3800 feet. The total rise and fall is 519.52
feet; maximum ascent of 35 feet to the mile, for a distance of
2f miles. This line passes over a section of the county of Nor-
folk, favorable for the construction of a rail-road. The esti-
mated cost of this line from Walpole to Blackstone, is $394,-
662 75 ; averaging $23,058 62 per mile, including equipments.

This petition also asks for authority to construct a branch
rail-road from some convenient point on the Walpole Rail-road,
in East Walpole or South Dedham, to some convenient point on
the Boston and Providence Rail-road in Canton or Dedham.
The length of this branch line, as surveyed, is 3f miles, over
favorable grades for construction. Estimated cost, $80,327.
The distance from Boston to Blackstone over the Boston and
Providence, Dedham Branch and Walpole Branch Roads, and
the route proposed by the petitioners, is 36 miles 287 rods;
and, should the branch be constructed to the Boston and Provi-
dence Road, in Canton, on the route surveyed, the distance
above given, between Boston and Blackstone, would be reduced
2 miles.

The petitioners request that authority may be inserted in
their charter, if granted, by which they may unite their corpo-
ration with the Walpole Rail-road Company, already chartered ;

both companies thus forming one joint stock company, to be
known by the name of the Norfolk County Rail-koad Com-
pany. This company then proposes to afford a continuous and
direct rail-road communication to Boston, over that part of the
Boston and Providence Rail-road lying between Boston and
Dedham.

The attention of the committee was early called to the con-
sideration of the alleged exigency for a rail-road for the local
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accommodation of that portion of the county of Norfolk which
does not now enjoy accessible rail-road communication. A
reference to the map will show that the Boston and Worcester,
and Boston and Providence Rail-roads, both starting from Bos-
ton, at once diverge from each other, leaving between them a
considerable district in the county of Norfolk, which is not
reached by any immediate rail-road. Within this triangle, so
called, are eight towns of Norfolk county, which are substan-
tially without convenient rail-road facilities. They comprise a
district, of which the statistics neither fall below nor rise above
the average of the business in other parts of the State; and,
although less in territory than some other districts in the Com-
monwealth which are now, and, in all probability must, for a
long time to come, continue to be, without the local conveni-
ence of a rail-road; yet the committee, in the results of their
deliberations, have endeavored to meet, in the best practicable
manner, the alleged wants of these towns.

The Milford route, lying wholly within the county of Wor-
cester, would not in any degree satisfy this demand ; while all
the other routes brought forward competing claims for the
favorable consideration of the Legislature, on the ground of
tendering, each in the best manner, this Norfolk county ac-
commodation. A conflicting claim for preference, also, arose
among the friends of these three routes, because of the facilities
they would severally furnish to the people of that section for
communication with Dedham, the shire town of their county.
The Committee allude to this here, for the purpose of saying,
that, in their conclusions, they have had, as far as practicable,
a regard to this matter of county business.

In considering the merits of the several routes prayed for,
the question first presents itself, whether any exigency exists
for either of them. The Pettee and Perkins routes, starting
from Boston, reach the valley of the Blackstone, the one at the
village of Blackstone, within Massachusetts, the other at
Woonsocket, in Rhode Island, proposing at those points to
connect with lines beyond, already chartered and expected to
be chartered, thence to the city of New York. The Milford
route proposes to connect the metropolis of the State with the
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Blackstone valley, by its own road, from Blackstone and
Woonsocket to Milford, and from that point to Boston over the
Boston and Worcester main and branch road; while the
Walpole route proposes to accomplish the same object, by
adopting, in part, the Boston and Providence road, and at the
same time accommodating the county of Norfolk. It will thus
be perceived that these four routes prayed for all offer commu-
nication between Boston and the valley of the Blackstone.

It is already too well known to require statement, that this
valley, extending from Worcester to Providence, along the
waters of the Blackstone, is one of the most productive manu-
facturing districts in New England. Woonsocket, in Rhode
Island, and Blackstone, in Massachusetts, separated from each
other by a distance of only about one mile and a half, more or
less, may be said to be the centre of the business of this pro-
ductive valley. They both possess a water power, by no
means as yet fully occupied and improved, which will ever
make them points of great importance in every view of their
growing population and expanding industrial pursuits. The
manufactures already prosecuted in these places, and upon
either side of them, north and south, are among the most ex-
tensive and successful in New England. The population of
Woonsocket is between 5000 and 6000, that of Blackstone be-
tween 4000 and 5000, and both are rapidly increasing. The
testimony of citizens from both of these places disclosed before
the committee, that, within Woonsocket and Blackstone, also
including Slatersville which is separated from Blackstone line
by only half a mile, there is water power, estimated by spindle
capacity, of upwards of 250,000 spindles—or, equal to the
whole number of spindles actually in operation at Lowell. It
was also verified that this power could, by a trifling expense,
be vastly increased ; some of the testimony of most reliable
men going to show that it might probably be doubled.

The energy, thrift, wealth and population of this teeming
valley, have asked, in no equivocal language, that a communi-
cation may be opened to Boston. The committee think that
their request should be granted. A rail-road, now nearly com-
pleted, from Providence to Worcester, upon the banks of the
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Hlackstone, will shortly open to this productive district a direct
and easy communication to the city of Providence and its nav-
igable waters. The committee do not hesitate in the opinion,
that, to retain within Massachusetts its proper share of this busi-
ness and trade, perhaps to a greater extent, prospectively, than
can be at once anticipated, and also to maintain between our
own citizens of the interior and the commercial capital, those
facilities of inter-communication, which high reasons of State
policy at all times demand, a charter should be granted for a
rail-road from Boston to the valley of the Blackstone.

Having arrived at this definite conclusion, the committee
would couple it with one or two general suggestions touching
the best practical mode of effecting this object.

1. Between these termini of the proposed road, lies a consid-
erable portion of the county of Norfolk, whose population de-
sire rail-road communication to Boston and to Dedham, their
shire town. A route, therefore, which should either not touch
this county at all, or only skirt one of its edges, even though it
might connect Boston with the Blackstone, would seem to
leave another important object unattained.

2. Of two routes, lying within the same termini, proposing
to accomplish substantially the same purposes, that would seem
to hold out a claim for preference, other things being equal or
nearly equal, which should require for its construction a far less
expenditure than the other. The business of the valley alluded
to, and of the intermediate towns, might well warrant a char-
ter that should offer to complete the work with half a million,
while it might not justify the expenditure of two millions.
Aside from the far greater certainty of the stock being taken
and the road being built, in the one case than in the other, con-
siderations of political economy and State policy seem to be
clear upon this point. The aggregate capital of rail-road com-
panies within Massachusetts, is already very great. Several
rail-roads, long since chartered, and deemed to be of the utmost
importance, are yet but partially, or not at all, constructed, and
their capital far from being full. It may well be doubted
whether it be the true policy of the State to create inefficient
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corporations, which, instead of completing the works they
promise, only embarrass others yet struggling for existence.

3. Another consideration which the committee deem import-
ant, relates to great and useful public works already constructed.
A rail-road route which can substantially furnish the public
accommodation which is desired, and, at the same time, not
impair the efficiency or ability of other existing roads, so far,
presents a better claim for a charter than one which is obnox-
ious to such an objection.

4. Of two routes, having in view the same general purpose,
that might with good grace be preferred, which should lie
wholly within the territorial limits of our own State, subject, at
all times, to our legislation and control, and not liable, at any
time, to the possible contingencies of a conflict of jurisdiction,
a diversity of legislation, and the varying interests of commu-
nities resident in different States. And, so far as the terminus
of a railway may impress upon a place an appreciable advan-
tage, commercially and morally, imparting new vigor to the
surrounding population, and new life to its industry, sound
policy and judicious patriotism alike claim those advantages
for our own citizens.

The committee now consider another and an important feature
presented by two of these classes of petitioners. The petition
of Otis Pettee and others sets forth “ that the public conveni-
ence and necessity demand the construction of a rail-road from
the city of Poston to the State line near to, and in the direction
of, the village of Woonsocket, and in such a manner as to form
a junction or connexion with a direct and continuous rail-road
through the Slates of Rhode Island, Connecticut and New York,
to the city of New York." Among the numerous signatures
spread before the committee in aid of this petition, were those
of several citizens of Connecticut, representing the views and
wishes of a “convention of the friends of the New York and

Boston Rail-road,” held at Middletown on the 13th day of
January last. The memorial of these petitioners sets forth,
that,in June, 1846, the General Assembly of Connecticut granted
a charter incorporating the New York and Boston Rail-road
Company; whereby the said company was empowered, when it

2
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should thereafter become organized by virtue of said charter,
to construct a rail-road “ from some suitable point in the city
of New Haven to the city of Middletown, and thence easterly
through the town of Windham to the eastern line of the State,
towards the city of Boston,” and was also authorized to cross
the Connecticut River, at Middletown, by a bridge.

And the memorialists further represent, that one great and
principal object of the projectors and friends of the said Road
is, to effect a communication by Rail-road between the cities of
New Haven and Boston, (and by consequence between the
great cities of New York and Boston,) upon the most direct
and desirable route possible; and that, in the opinion of the
memorialists, nothing further is necessary to ensure a speedy
completion of this great national enterprise, but the favorable
action of the Legislatures of Massachusetts and Rhode Island,
through both of which states a portion of the route must pass;
that the interests of the city of Boston, and of a large portion
of the state of Massachusetts, as well as the state of Connecti-
cut, will be very greatly promoted by the speedy completion
of the said Rail-road.

The petition of Thomas H. Perkins and others, also, sets
forth that the memorialists are “impressed with the importance
of a Rail-road communication between the cities of Boston
and New York, by a direct and unbroken track;” and that
they believe “ that the public exigencies require the construc-
tion of such a road for the convenience and safety of the travel
between these two cities.” Similar language, also, pervades
the various petitions in aid of both these routes.

The routes represented by these two classes of petitioners,
although at war with each other in the hearings before the
Committee, both aimed at the same object, to wit, authority to
construct a Rail-road from Boston to the Slate line, towards
New York, with a vieiv to the establishment of another line of
Rail-road communication between the tivo cities.

The Committee have thus been called to consider the whole
question as to the establishment ofanother through land route,
by Rail-road, from Boston to New York. As a Rail-road is
already chartered, and actually under contract, between New
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York and New Haven, the particular statistical investigation
before the Committee was limited to the line lying between the
latter city and Boston. This route, between Boston and New
Haven, in the line proposed and surveyed, is one hundred and
forty-three miles in length, being shorter, by only thirteen miles,
than the entire length of the Western Rail-road, which has
cost its stockholders and the State between eight and nine
millions of dollars. The estimate of the cost of the entire line
from Boston to New Haven, is placed by the Pettee petitioners
at the sum of $4,400,311. The Committee have no confidence
in any opinion that the road could be constructed within that
sum.

It might safely be inferred from an almost unvarying experi-
ence in the construction of Rail-roads, that this Road, like
almost all which have preceded it, would far exceed the esti-
mates of its early friends and sanguine advocates. Without
undertaking to say how much should be added to this estimate,
to bring it within the range of probable results, the Committee
deem it manifest that an enterprise is here projected, which, in
the progress of its construction, would make an extraordinary
demand upon the resources of the State. A work so costly in
its completion, and so expensive in sustaining it,—so grand in
its design, extending through considerable portions of three
different states,—should stand upon a clear proof of public
exigency and be removed from even the suspicion of doubtful
utility. If, in the matter of the humblest application for a
Rail-road charter, the statutes and usages of our Common-
wealth require a case to be made out, an exigency to appear,
before the Legislature can be warranted in empowering the
petitioners to take private property without the consent of its
owners, the emergency should be made to appear beyond all
doubt for the present application, which contemplates one of
the most extensive and expensive works ever undertaken in
New England. And inasmuch as the Perkins route becomes,
at Slatersville, in Rhode Island, identical with the Pettee route,
to New York, and inasmuch as the portion of the former route
lying within Massachusetts is, by the estimates of its engineer,
even more expensive than the analogous part of the Pettee route,
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the same general considerations, in this respect, are applicable
to both of them.

A disinterested person who should by chance have happened
in at the hearings before the Committee, would have naturally
enough inquired what had been the lack of accommodation for
the Boston and New York travel, which had created the
alleged necessity for a new land through route. If the present
applications are predicated upon any such deficiency of ac-
commodation, it might certainly be expected that it would
have been palpably shown. On the other hand, no one ap-
peared to deny that there now exist four distinct and leading
through routes between the two cities:—

1. The line formed by the Boston and Worcester, Norwich
and Worcester Rail-roads, thence optionally over the Sound or
over the Long Island Road.

2. The route by the Boston and Providence, and Stonington
Roads, and the Sound.

3. The Old Colony and Fall River Rail-road route.
4. The land route to New Haven, via Springfield and Hart-

ford, over the Western Rail-road.
These routes carry, with all comfort, the traveller from city

to city in a period of time varying, usually, from 11 to 13
hours. It has not been shown that the passages over these
routes are not made with due speed, regularity and ease. Nor
has it been alleged that there has been, in the management of
either of these great lines of travel, any want of effort to please
and satisfy the public; far less has it ever for a moment been
contended, that the rates of fare through, from city to city, have
been too high for the richest or the poorest.

The distance over the through line proposed by the memo-
rialists is somewhat less than over the existing routes. If al-
lowed to stand upon the estimate assumed by its advocates, the
entire length of the line is 211 miles from city to city. The
routes now used vary from 215 miles, the shortest, to 242 miles,
the longest in distance.

These are routes combining land and water communication.
One of them—the Long Island route —is an entire land route
through, with the exception of 30 or 31 miles across the head
of the Sound.
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And here the question presented itself as to the probability of
any new land route being able to secure to itselfany large share
of the through travel. It appeared in evidence before the Com-
mittee, that the New York route over the Long Island Rail-road
had been open to the public more than two years, thus furnish-
ing an entire rail-road line through, save 31 miles by steamboat
across the Sound. This route, with only occasional disturbing
causes, has furnished to the travelling public peculiar advan-
tages possessed by no other. The Long Island road itself ex-
tends for the entire distance of 94 or 95 miles over a very level
country, more nearly approximating to an air line than any
other road of equal length in this country. The passages have
been made over this road at the rate of about 30 miles per
hour. The crossing over the Sound by steamboat, at a point
nearly midway between the two cities, might be supposed to
furnish an agreeable recreation from the fatigue incident to rail-
way travel. During much of the time the journey was stated
to have been made between the two cities in 10 or 11 hours.
At the time this road was projected and built, its friends con-
fidently anticipated that it would command a very large pro-
portion of the long travel. Experience has disappointed that
expectation. As stated and verified before the Committee, not
more than one fifth part of the through travel has passed over
this route.

In framing any calculation upon this subject, experience has
been found to be a safer guide than theory. The argument of
greater speed and safety in land travel may, indeed, point in
favor of a land route; but actual experience has shown that
the great thoroughfares over the Sound are thronged by the
ever-flowing tide of travel, to the comparative neglect of the
land route. During the months of business and pleasure-
travel over these great highways of communication, the Spring-
field and Long Island routes havereceived but a small modicum
of public patronage. It was also in evidence that, during the
summer months of the past year, the number of passengers
from New York, outside, around Point Judith, was two thirds
as large as the whole travel by all the inside day lines east-
ward from that city. Nor should it be forgotten that results
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have shown that the rates of fare can be afforded at least 25
per cent, cheaper by steamboats than over the rail-roads. And
while the passages over the existing routes have at all times
been reasonably low, during a considerable portion of the time
in the last three years, travellers have been carried through at
a rate varying from one cent and a half to less than one cent
per mile.

The whole number of passengers transported between New
York and Boston, both ways, as stated to the Committee, has
been as follows :

67,893
127,197
117,008

1844,
1845,
1846,

This gives an annual average, during the last three years, of
about 106,000.

The estimate of the tables submitted by the friends of the
Perkins route , calculates upon the transportation over their
road of 200 through passengers per day, or more than 62,500
per annum—more than six tenths of the whole long travel, as
disclosed by the preceding table. The fallacy of such expecta-
tions is readily seen by refering to the results of experience
already alluded to, especially when it is considered that, if a
new land route were established, the existing land and water
routes would not abandon the field without a spirited competi-
tion, and such an one as an expensive line of railway could
not easily sustain. Under such a competition, and even in the
absence of any unusual competition among the rival routes,
with the rates of fare before referred to, no argument is required
to show how precarious and inconsiderable would be the profits.
In confirmation of this suggestion, the Committee need only
allude to the evidence which was furnished by some of the
managers of the existing routes, that the long travel had been
usually attended with but a trifling profit. In view of these
facts, it becomes a matter of serious consideration, and affect-
ing the whole public, whether the standard of general accom-
modation, comfort and convenience would not be reduced
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by increasing the already active competition for the through
travel.

And, in this connexion, the Committee cannot omit to notice
a very striking fact. In all their long and numerous sittings
devoted to these cases, having before them, from day to day, a
large and spirited association of the friends of a new through
line of travel, who have omitted no opportunity to press upon
the Committee its importance for the commercial community,
no portion of the commercial public, in whose midst their open
sessions have been held, have come forward in behalf of such
a route. The fact that here, at this terminus of the proposed
road, in the populous commercial capital of New England, the
through route has been a subject of noticeable indifference on
the part of those for whose benefit it has been in a great meas-
ure urged, does seem to stand out in striking contrast with the
sagacity and zeal with which that mercantile community has
been wont, in all times past, to seize upon every public enter-
prise believed to promise public advantages. Such have not
been the indications of this same mercantile community, in
former days, when the scheme of the Western Rail-road was
placed before the public, nor when any of those other great
lines of railway, which now radiate in all directions from the
city of Boston, were pleading for succor and encouragement.
Not in this case, as in those, have the Committee received from
this business community any of that clear and confident tes-
timony of approval. At no time during their sessions, have the
invested wealth and industry of the city come forward to
point out to the Committee any necessity or desire for this
work, or to impress upon their minds any degree of confidence,
that, if chartered, its stock would ever be taken up. It is true
that the Committee have been reminded by the Connecticut
petitioners, representing the views of the convention at Middle-
town, “ that the interests of the city of Boston will be very
greatly promoted by the speedy completion” of this work ; but
they waited in vain for any corroborative representations from
those who may be presumed best to understand their own
wishes and interests.

While the Committee have arrived at these conclusions in
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regard to the probabilities of creating any important diversion
of the mass of through travel from its present channels, they
are aware that, at all seasons of the year, some, though usually
an inconsiderable, portion of the long travel does seek land
communication. More particularly is this the case during the
winter months, when many passages are made, from city to
city, over the Hartford and Springfield route by the way of
New Haven and the Sound. Nor do the Committee doubt,
that, if this were a continuous route of railway, instead of em-
ploying steamboats over a part of the way, this number of
passengers would be larger than it has heretofore been. In
addition to this, evidence was before them tending to show
that some through land route to New York is desirable for the
conveyance of the mails and expresses, especially in that part
of the year when the Sound is liable to be obstructed by the
storms and ice of winter. Having reference, therefore, both to
that portion of the travelling public which may desire such a
conveyance, and to the transmission of the mails, the Commit-
tee deem it a desirable object that some land route should be
opened between New York and Boston.

It is known that the New York and New Haven Rail-road,
already alluded to, is chartered, put under contract, and will
speedily be completed. It is this road which the memorialists
propose to adopt at New Haven. Now it will be seen, that,
upon the completion of that road, an entire through line of
railway communication will be open from New York to New
Haven, thence to Springfield and over the Western Rail-road
to Boston. The question has been carefully considered, by the
Committee, whether ihis land route through will not fully
accomplish the wishes expressed by the memorialists when
they ask for “ a direct and continuous rail-road,” and when
they say that they are “impressed with the importance of a
rail-road communication between the cities of New York and
Boston, by a continuous and unbroken track.” One thing is
certain,—upon the completion of the New Haven and New
York road, a line of unbroken railway track will connect the
cities of Boston and New York. It was, moreover, stated to
the Committee by the official managers of the Western Rail-
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road, that, upon the completion of the road referred to, regular
through trains of cars are designed to be run for the accommo-
dation of the long travel. The question then presents itself,
how far this continuous line of railway would fail to furnish
to the public the accommodations which the petitioners prom-
ise to accomplish by the lines they have prayed for.

It was claimed by the memorialists, that their line to New
York would be 24 miles shorter in length, than that over the
Western and Hartford and Springfield Rail-roads; while the
friends of the latter roads only conceded a difference, in dis-
tance, of 22 miles in favor of the Pettee and Perkins routes.
The committee will deem it established, that this difference ex-
ists, be it 22 or 24 miles in length. Other things being equal, and
assuming as correct the testimony of skilful engineers as to the
highest practicable speed in this country, this difference in dis-
tance would be equivalent, in time, to a period of about three
quarters of an hour.

The subject of railway speed was fully investigated by the
committee, and the}'’ have had the benefit of the testimony of
some of the most skilful and scientific of engineers, represent-
ing both the petitioners and the remonstrants in this case. It
was in evidence, that one of the first class rail-roads in Great
Britain, (the London and Birmingham,) built at a cost of up-
wards of $40,000,000, having the benefit of 16 feet as its max-
imum grade, possessing all the advantages, which the best Eng-
lish railways have, of secure crossings and a protective police
along its line, and charging three times as much for fare as
is charged by the existing New York routes, has, in practice,
fallen below an average speed of 30 miles to the hour. True
it is, that express trains are, in some instances, run over some
of the English railways at a higher rale of speed. It is mani-
fest, however, that, in Great Britain, there are advantages for
high speed which cannot be had here under our existing rail-
way system, and with our internal police. do attain to extra-

ordinary speed, the road should be even, and the expense of
power must be great, compared with the tonnage of the train
carried. The advantages of even roads, low grades, gentle
curves, safe and uninterrupted crossings, together with a fen-
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cing in of the whole track, and a constant guard distributed
over the entire line, are conceded to be enjoyed in England, and
not in this country. The rates charged upon the English rail-
ways will support, while those charged upon roads in this
country, will not sustain, the disproportionate expense requisite
for extraordinary speed. Under the existing state of things
here, it will bo apparent, therefore, that the highest speed which
has been attained in that country is not practicable, if possi-
ble, in this. The budget of the annual returns of our rail-
roads, for the past year, indicates that the Massachusetts rail-
roads have gone as far, in this respect, as any others in this
country; and they are believed to far exceed the roads in other
parts of the Union. And yet, in the matter of speed, they are
far below the rate which, before the committee, was conceded
to the routes prayed for, and also to the route over the Western
Rail-road, as the probable and prospective speed of their
through trains. It was the testimony of the superintending
engineers of some of the oldest and best of our roads, that a
higher rate of speed than 30 miles to the hour

,
is not attainable

over the railways in this country ; and when the committee con-
sider that these roads have had the benefit of experience, and
that these engineers are among the most experienced, practical
and skilful in their profession, they cannot doubt that this tes-
timony is entitled to great trust and credit. And instead of
adding any thing to the speed regarded by them as practicable,
it may well be doubted whether any long line of rail-road, in
this country and under existing circumstances, can, in practice,
reach so high an average as that above conceded. It was
further maintained by some of the engineers referred to, that,
inasmuch as the line of the petitioners, as surveyed through
Rhode Island and Connecticut, would furnish prevailing grades
of 55 feet, and an undulating road, some deductions should be
made from its speed and in favor of the route over the Western,
Hartford and Springfield, and New Haven roads; that, while a
train might be run over the latter at the rate of a mile in 2
minutes, over the former route 2J minutes should be allowed
for a mile. And, in general, it was strongly—the committee
think satisfactorily—shown, that not more than 30 minutes, for
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the entire through passage from Boston to New York, could
safely be allowed as the difference in time in favor of the route
of the petitioners, as compared with that over the Western
Rail-road. And it was still further made probable, that even
this difference in time will be essentially reduced by the laying
down of an entire double track between Worcester and Spring-
field, which is contemplated, and which, the directors of that
road testified, will, in all probability, be shortly accomplished.

Upon a full view of this part of the case, the committee are
satisfied that, upon the completion of the New York and New
Haven Rail-road, and especially upon the laying down of a
double track, as contemplated, between Worcester and Spring-
field, there will be a continuous and unbroken railway commu-
nication between the cities of Boston and New York, which,
having the advantage of a double track the entire distance
from Boston to Springfield, and grades easily surmounted over
the whole line through, will transport the traveller, from city to
city, in a period of timenot appreciably greater than that which
would be necessarily occupied in passing over the route prayed
for by the petitioners. They have reached this conclusion af-
ter a careful consideration of the comparative grades and dis-
tances, and after having heard the testimony of able and prac-
tical engineers skilled in the operation of rail-roads.

In connection with this part of the case, it is proper to refer
to four classes of remonstrants whose memorials were placed
in the hands of the Committee.

First; the Boston and Worcester Rail-road Company, which
had referred to the Committee an elaborate statement of rea-
sons and arguments, predicated upon statistics derived from
the various existing routes to New York.

Second; the Norwich and Worcester Rail-road Company,
who state that that road was chartered and built through a
southern part of Massachusetts and the eastern parts of Con-
necticut, under the belief that, by the union of the two objects
of local accommodation and through travel, an adequate sup-
port would ho obtained for that costly work. The Legislature
of Massachusetts, in furtherance of this work, granted to this
company the guaranty of the State to a loan of $400,000, which
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yet remains outstanding. For the large capital expended in
this work, thus far, no remunerating return has been realized,
and the stockholders, as well as the State, have been disap-
pointed of the income, upon the amount invested, which they
had reason to expect. It is earnestly represented, that the
establishment of another rail-road from Boston to New York,
crossing, as the route of the memorialists proposes to cross, the
line of the Norwich road, and claiming to divert from it a part
of its local business, and creating a still further subdivision of
the through travel, will deprive that road of a portion of its re-
sources, will tend to cripple its ability, and reduce still lower
its already unfortunate stock. That the proposed route would
tend towards these results cannot be doubted, as it would cross
the line of the Norwich road in or near to a manufacturing val-
ley, of which the business now avails of that medium of tran-
sit to Allen’s Point, being thence water-borne to New York
and other markets. How far any disastrous effect might fol-
low to the somewhat unfortunate Norwich Rail-road, and how
far the solvency of that corporation might thus he affected, the
Committee have not deemed it necessary to decide. But a just
and comprehensive regard to the deep pecuniary interest which
the State has assumed in the affairs of that corporation, would
certainly demand serious deliberation of the Legislature, before
proceeding to place any unnecessary obstacles in the way of its
business.

Third; the Western Rail-road Company appeared with an
earnest remonstrance against the prayer of the petitioners.
They disclosed that that great work had been constructed at a
cost of upwards of $8,000,000; that, to secure its completion,
the Commonwealth became the actual owners of $1,000,000 of
its stock, and guaranteed its issue of scrip to (he amount of
$4,000,000 more, thus having at present an interest in the suc-
cess of that enterprise of $5,000,000. It was further repre-
sented that, in consequence of the great cost of this road, and
the very limited amount of its local business west of Spring-
field, it will, for a long time to come, require all its existing
business and all the prospective business which it has had rea-
sonable expectations of receiving; especially when it is consid-
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ered that the road is a most expensive one to maintain, and
will, from time to time, require heavy outlays for repairs and
improvements, some of which are even now eminently neces-
sary for its permanent welfare. Evidence was received, show-
ing that this road has, after adding to the par value of its
shares the interest account of several years in which it paid no
dividend, cost its stockholders $l2B 60 for every share of $lOO ;

that it never met its expenses and paid a dividend of six per
cent, until the last year. Testimony was also introduced from
several of the reports of its directors, made from time to time,
showing that the portion of the long travel which it might re-
ceive from the south, and over the Hartford and Springfield
road, had entered into the calculations and expectations upon
which they based their hopes of its ultimate and permanent
prosperity. They further showed that it was in contemplation
to lay a double track over the entire distance from Worcester
to Springfield, and urgently pressed upon the Committee the
consideration whether it were not sound policy to foster and
sustain that undertaking, which would aid in facilitating the
through travel to New York.

In the view which the Committee have taken of the case pre-
sented by the petitioners for a through route to New York, it
has not become necessary for them to consider, so fully as oth-
ewise they might have done, the various arguments of remon-
strants. They do, however, conceive it to be wise policy not
to impede, by any unnecessary obstacles, the improvement of
existing roads. In view of the extended business of the West-
ern Rail-road, and especially with reference to its long travel
through, both to Albany and New York, the laying of a double
track will greatly promote its capacity to serve (he public.
And while it was made to appear, that heretofore no very con-
siderable portion of the New York travel had usually passed
over this road, yet, prospectively considered, with reference to
the time near at hand when the New York and New Haven
road will be completed, the interest which the Western Rail-
road may have in this subject may become considerable and
important. Nor would the Committee appear indifferent to the
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importance of guarding, by all necessary vigilance, the deep
interest which the Commonwealth has in that great work.

Fourth; sundry citizens of Massachusetts, inhabitants of
towns lying upon Connecticut River, and interested in the
easy and cheap navigation of its waters, appeared before the
Committee in opposition to the prayer of the petitioners. They
introduced evidence to show that the contemplated bridge over
the Connecticut, at Middletown, proposed to be erected by the
petitioners, would obstruct or impede the free river navigation,
annoy its business, and, by enhancing the prices of freight, there-
by increase the prices of the articles transported to the people
along the valley of that stream. The Committee will not dwell
upon this part of the case. The importance of the free navi-
gation of the Connecticut to their fellow-citizens in its valley
they readily perceive, and the earnest sincerity of these remon-
strants is seen by a reference to the journals of the Connecticut
legislature, where numerous remonstrances against the con-
struction of this bridge were presented from citizens of Massa-
chusetts.

Upon the whole view of the case, the Committee, after
mature deliberation, are prepared to express a definite opinion
upon the question of chartering another Rail-road to New
York, as presented in the petition of Otis Pettee and others,
and Thomas H. Perkins and others. They cannot perceive
that such a route is called for by any public necessity or any
general public desire on the part of the commercial or travelling
community. No such proof of a public exigency has been
shown, as would warrant so great a withdrawal of the means
of the State from the existing channels of investment, industry
and enterprise. All reasonable and all actual wants, on the
part of the public, are, or will be, amply accommodated by the
many and various routes of travel already open, or about to be
opened, in every direction, from Boston to New York. Those
routes, so numerous and so ample, it is sound policy to protect
rather than impair. And if, as is the judgment of the Commit-
tee, that portion of the community supposed to be chiefly inter-
ested in the matter have not sought the through route contem-
plated by the petitioners, it would be idle not only, but worse
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than idle, to grant a useless charter that should never complete
its work,-—which might involve few, or many, in misfortune,
without rendering any compensation by promoting the public
welfare. They, therefore, cannot recommend that such a
charter should be granted by the Legislature.

The questions which yet remain to be considered by the
Committee, relate to the choice of a local route for a Rail-road
from Boston to the valley of the Blackstone, having likewise a
due regard for the accommodation of the county of Norfolk.
In the adjustment of this question, the expenditure which must
be involved in the several routes may well enter as one of the
elements of comparison. The Committee would not maintain
that, in the settlement of the conflicting claims of Rail-road
routes, the practicable cheapness of one should entitle it to
preference over another possessing palpably greater local or
terminal advantages. They would go no farther in the matter
of Rail-roads, than to apply the same rules and principles that
prevail in the ordinary exercise of usages of economy. The
commodity or enterprise may not be the cheapest, which re-
quires the least outlay of money in its purchase or construction.
True economy requires such an expenditure as will, on the
whole, make the greatest return in proportion to the outlay,
always having regard to the general purposes for which the
expenditure is made and to the means possessed for accom-
plishing those objects.

In considering the several routes prayed for, two general
inquiries should be kept in view First, Which route will best
connect the valley of the Blackstone with the city of Boston,
at the same time rendering substantial accommodation to
Norfolk county I

Second, Which route, if constructed, and keeping always in
view the objects desired, would more nearly conform to the
wise and liberal dictates of sound political economy ?

Considering, as briefly as may be, the several routes, in the
order of their examination before the Committee, it is apparent,
upon a casual glance at the Milford route , as presented, that it
would indeed connect the city of Boston with the Blackstone,
but by a route the least direct and somewhat longest of the
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four which have been asked for. But there is a more serious
objection to this route; it entirely fails to accommodate the
county of Norfolk, intermediate between the Blackstone and
the seaboard. The Committee are therefore not without ap-
prehensions that this route, if chartered, would not satisfy the
interests of the Blackstone, and are quite sure that it would
leave the county of Norfolk in almost precisely the same situa-
tion as at the present moment. They, therefore, cannot regard
with favor the petition of C. C. P. Hastings and others.

The preceding objection, to the indirectness of the route, does
not apply to the two routes next to be considered, —to wit, those
known as the Pcttee and the Perkins routes. These both furnish
a communication between Boston and the Blackstone, by dis-
tances not far variant from each other, and by a line far more
direct than the one last considered. There is, however, a gen-
eral objection against these as local routes for a Rail-road.

The expenditures requisite for theirconstruction, as exhibited
by their respective engineers, are very greatly disproportionate
to the objects to be attained, particularly as those objects can be
substantially accomplished by a route far cheaper in its con-
stinotion and all the more certain of being built.

There is an additional objection to the Pettee route. By ref-
erence to the map it will be perceived that this route lies along
the northerly part of Norfolk county, skirting its border, passing
through Brookline, Brighton, Newton, and Needham, all of
which towns are, to a greater or less extent, accommodated by
the Boston and Worcester Rail-road, and thence through the
several towns on the western border of the county to its south-
west corner. This route, therefore, fails to furnish a communi-
cation to Dedham, the shire-town of the county; it also fur-
nishes its modicum of Norfolk county communication to
Boston, to a cluster of towns which are already provided for,
much more lavishly than to any others. To obviate the ob-
jection as to county business, and then only in part, a branch
would become necessary of about 4 1-4 miles in length.

Still another striking objection to this route remains to be
noticed. This line proposes to terminate in Boston on the
north side of the Mill Dam, near the toll-house. Is the
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exigency for a communication with the Blackstone from Boston,
so great as to require,—and can this exigency be in no other
practicable manner satisfied, than by granting,—a new location
for an independent depot in the city 7 The Committee deem
it manifest that the future convenience, comfort, and tran-
quillity, if not in some measure the prosperity, of the commer-
cial capital of the state, will be endangered by the frequent
establishment of Rail-roads overrunning the main avenues to
the city, and each claiming to plant a new and independent
depot within its limits. The large areas of land already occu-
pied for depot accommodations, both passenger and freight, by
existing roads, quite clearly indicate, that if the same policy be
continually adopted with reference to new roads, the time may
not be far distant when the entire emporium may be cut off
and hemmed in by a vast cordon of depots, car-houses, rail-
road crossings, and machine shops.

The Committee would earnestly suggest that, in future ap-
plications for Rail-road depots within or on the margin of the
city, it may be safer policy to require all rail-roads to avail,
as far as may be, of existing depots of established roads.
They doubt not that this alone, other things being equal, may
be regarded as worthy to enter as an element among the
reasons of preference of one route over another.

The preceding objection to the Pettee route has a yet
broader signification. Having chosen to enter the city by a
new avenue, and to stop at an independent depot, the friends
of this route have been unfortunate in the location of that
avenue and that depot. A run over the marsh, parallel, for
the whole distance, with one of the most thronged avenues
that lead out from the city, and at a distance of less than two
hundred feet from a highway so constantly crowded with the
population of city and country, offers an objection which might
almost deserve to be pictured by imagination, but, if thus pic-
tured, would scarcely be likely to be exaggerated. Kindred
and equal objections lie against converting into a rail-road
depot the base of the western slope of the city.

Again; the Pettee route terminates, as a local line, in Woon-
socket, in Rhode Island. This would constitute no objection,

4
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if the question of chartering this route were to be considered
independently and alone; hut when viewed in comparison and
connexion with other routes, offering all their manifold terminal
advantages to the citizens of a village within Massachusetts,
and that, too, a great and growing one, reasons occur at once
for the preference of the latter, as stated in a former part of this
report.

The Committee find the following serious objection against
chartering the line prayed for by Thomas H. Perkins and
others: to wit—that, for the distance of 15 miles out from the
city, being nearly one halfof its whole length, it forms a par-
allel line with the Boston and Providence, and Walpole Rail-
roads, without furnishing, along (his entire distance, any neces-
sary and substantial facilities not already enjoyed, except to
the single village of West Roxbury. This portion of the line,
so unnecessary and uncalled-for, will absorb a large proportion
of the whole estimated cost of the entire route. To warrant
the location of an independent line of railway, for so great a
distance within three or four miles of an existing road, the
Committee conceive that some such reasons as the following
should exist:—either that the proposed route should furnish de-
cided and important accommodations along the line, not already
enjoyed, or that it should form a part of a great line of railway
to be operated independent of all others, or that it had been
denied the right to enter upon an existing road, or that said
existing road had neglected or refused to furnish reasonable
public accommodation. Neither of these reasons do the Com-
mittee perceive to exist in the present case. They believe that
all the objects to be attained by the charter prayed for by
Thomas H. Perkins and others, would be substantially accom-
plished by terminating the route at some point on the Walpole
Branch Rail-road, south of Dedham village, or at some point
on the Boston and Providence Road east of South Dedham.
In the view taken by the Committee, therefore, having before
disposed of the alleged exigency for a new through route to
New York, an independent local road from Blackstone to
Boston, at a cost so vastly disproportionate, and very seriously
and unnecessarily interfering with an existing road for nearly
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half its distance, would seem objectionable, provided the same
general objects can be attained in a manner not obnoxious to
any of these objections. It would pass over a long space
where no exigency for a new road has been shown to exist; it
would involve an unnecessary and large absorption of capital;
it would create a competition with a well-operated existing
road, from which competition the public would reap but doubt-
ful benefits.

For the particulars of the expenditure required for both the
Pettee and Perkins routes, the Committee would refer to the
statements they have given, under this head, in a former part
of this report, relating to the descriptive features of these routes.
The Committee entertain a fixed conviction that a sound politi-
cal economy, exercised in the matter of railway charters, will,
in the end, be promotive of the public good. The accomoda-
tion of the traveller, the comfort and convenience served out to
him by railways, and the cheapness of fares by which he may
more readily and more frequently avail of rail-road transit, will
be much more likely to be enhanced by existing roads, if al-
lowed to pursue their legitimate business without unnecessary
and ruinous competition. All experience has shown that un-
necessary competition often ends in combination ; unnecessary
and unnatural rivalry too frequently terminates in monopoly
and extortion.

Upon a review of the cases presented by the classes of peti-
tioners represented by Otis Pettee, and Thomas H. Perkins, the
Committee cannot recommend that their routes should be char-
tered.

The only remaining route to be considered is that prayed for
by Nathaniel Miller and others, known as the Walpole route.
The descriptive features of it, together with the estimates of
its cost, have been already given in a former part of the report.

This route offers direct communication between the Black-
stone and Boston, through the county of Norfolk, furnishing
many facilities for intercourse with the shire-town. While the
Pettee route would belter satisfy the people of Woonsocket, the
Walpole furnishes every advantage to Blackstone and vicinity ;
and it should also be recollected that, inasmuch as this route
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will connect with the Providence and Worcester Rail-road, the
people of Woonsocket and neighborhood can, by passing over
that road to Blackstone—a distance of less than one mile and
a half—place themselves upon an unbroken and direct railway
communication with Boston. The route, as surveyed, is most
feasible and easy of construction. It will avail of the Boston
and Providence Rail-road for its entrance into the city, having
the full and free offer from that corporation of ample depot ac-
commodations. Touching this important feature of the case,
the Committee should state that it was shown, to their satisfac-
tion, that the capacities of this depot, both for freight and
travel, are, and will be made, most ample for all the possible
business of the two roads, —the landed resources of the Boston
and Providence road, for these purposes, having been purchased
in former times and at very reasonable rates. The grades and
curves of the Dedham Branch, over which this route runs, are
to be very much improved, whenever they need improvement,
if this route be chartered, such being the understanding effected
with the directors of the Providence road, which the Commit-
tee will expect to be carried out in good faith and to the great-
est practicable extent. This road can be constructed by such
an outlay of expense, that the entire route from Dedham to
Blackstone, including this particular line, and the Walpole
Branch which is to be united with it, (both to form one corpo-
rate existence,) will be built for about one third of the probable
cost of either the Pettee or Perkins routes. If this be so, then
the desired railway will be opened from the Blackstone to Bos-
ton by a sum of money less, by two thirds, than either of the
two independent routes proposed. Nor should the Committee
omit to mention, that liberal and easy terms have been indicated
by the Boston and Providence Rail-road Company, by which
the motive power and use of their track, together with depot
accommodations in Boston, may be obtained at rates far below
those which would, of necessity, attend the operations of anew
road. To open still further rail-road facilities for county busi-
ness, should it be deemed desirable hereafter, authority could
undoubtedly be obtained from the Legislature to construct



291847. J HOUSE—No. 173.

branches to Medway and Wrentham, which the Committee do
not now propose to furnish, as no such objects were covered by
the petition and orders of notice served thereon.

The Committee recommend that, if this route be chartered,
the prayer of the petitioners, 'whereby they ask for authority
to unite their corporation with the Walpole Rail-road Company,
chartered in 1846, should be granted, thus bringing the whole
line from Dedham to Blackstone under one efficient and har-
monious control. And the prayer of the petitioners, wherein
they ask for authority to connect this road with the Boston and
Providence Road, by a line over the Fowl Meadows, so called,
the Committee think should also be granted, with the limita-
tion, for obvious reasons, that said connexion shall not be made
until after the union of the corporations, as before stated.
Should this connecting link be inserted, then this route would
open a communication to Blackstone by a road shorter than
either of the other proposed lines.

An additional consideration in favor of this route consists in
the far greater certainty of its construction, if chartered, than
either of the independent lines. If the valley of the Black-
stone desires a way to be opened to Boston, that desire should
be granted in a manner to insure a speedy and certain fulfil-
ment of the work, which the disproportionate expense of the
other routes renders a matter of the greatest uncertainty.

Upon a revision of the matter, the Committee will decidedly
recommend the Walpole route.

It will open railway communication between Boston and the
Blackstone valley :

It will accomplish this object, the Committee believe, in a
manner that will not fail to commend itself to the people of
Blackstone and vicinity as most satisfactory :

It will effect this object by a route but slightly longer than
the independent routes, but over grades which fully compensate
for the slight variance in distance: and, by way of the Fowl
Meadow route, will be shortest of all the proposed lines:

It will furnish a desirable medium of intercourse between
the county of Norfolk and Boston, and between a considerable
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portion of that county and its shire-town, and may hereafter,
by branches, extend these accommodations to any desirable and
substantial extent:

It involves a very moderate expenditure when compared with
the independent routes proposed :

It enjoys a much greater and more certain prospect of being
actually constructed, and will much sooner than the others
bring these distant communities together ;

It does not infringe upon the reasonable expectations of exist-
ing roads, nor, by an unnecessary proximity to any of them,
receive but little benefit to itself, while doing much injury to
them:

It does not propose to erect upon the margin, and almost in
the heart, of the city of Boston, a gigantic nuisance of depot
buildings;

It offers to citizens of our own State whatever local or ter-
minal advantages a railway terminus may be supposed to im-
part to any place.

The Committee are aware that no conclusion which they
could form would be likely to accomplish all the manifold pur-
poses desired; but they believe that the result at which they
have arrived will substantially effect the more numerous and
important objects to be attained. Neither of the four routes
could be chartered without leaving some town or towns of
Norfolk less satisfactorily accommodated than others. This
must be so from the necessity of the case. Nor could either of
the four routes be chartered to the full satisfaction of both
Blackstone and Woonsocket. The Committee have given the
preference where they think it belongs, at the same time pro-
viding well for both of these thriving communities.

It only remains for the Committee to recommend that the pe-
titioners, C. C. P. Hastings and others, Otis Pettee and others,
Thomas H. Perkins and others, praying for authority to con-
struct certain rail-roads hereinbefore described, have leave to
withdraw their petitions.

And upon the petition of Nathaniel Miller and others, ask-
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mg for authority to construct a rail-road as before described
the Committee report the accompanying Bill.

All of which is respecfully submitted by the Committee.

C. 13. RISING,
S. A. HURLBURT,
SAMUEL B. WALCOTT *

A. H. BULLOCK,
CH’S H. PLUNKETT,
DAVID PERKINS,
JAMES THURBER.

* With preference for the Perkins route as a local road.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Seven.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Norfolk County Rail-road Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Welcome Farnum, Willis Fisher, Shad-
-2 rach Atwood and Jeremiah Blake, their associates
3 and successors, are hereby made a corporation by
4 the name of the Norfolk County Rail-road Company,
5 with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all
6 the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth in the
7 forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in
8 that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes
9 relating to rail-road corporations, and in all statutes

10 which have been, or shall be hereafter passed, relat-
-11 ing to rail-road corporations.

Commontoealtt) of
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1 Sect. 2. Said company may construct a rail-road
2 from some convenient point on or near the Walpole
3 Rail-road, as located in the village of Walpole, at
4 or near its terminus, thence in a southwesterly direc-
-5 tion towards Campbell’s Mill Pond, and near North
6 Wrentham Meeting house, until the line strikes near
7 the Franklin city factories ; thence southerly, pass-
-8 ing near Franklin centre, and along the valley of
9 Mine Brook, and across the dividing ridge of the

10 Blackstone and Charles River waters ; thence into
11 the valley of Peter River, and across Peter River ;

12 thence nearly to the foot of Scott’s Hill, and along
13 the foot of said hill to a terminus in Blackstone, and
14 to some convenient point on the Providence and Wor-
-15 cester Rail-road, in said town of Blackstone.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of the corporation
2 shall consist of not more than five thousand shares,
3 the number of which shall be determined, from time
4 to time, by the directors thereof, and no assessment
6 shall be laid thereon of a greater amount, in the
6 whole, than one hundred dollars on each share ; and
7 said corporation may take, purchase and hold, such
8 real estate, and may purchase and hold such engines,
9 cars, and other things, as may be necessary for the

10 use of said rail-road, and for the transportation of
11 passengers, goods and merchandise.

1 Sect. 4. If the location of the road, as provided
2 for in the second section, be not filed, according to
3 law, within one year, and the said rail-road be not

4 completed within three years from the passage of this
5 act, then the same shall be void.
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1 Sect. 5. Said company is hereby authorized to
2 enter upon and unite their rail-road, by proper means,
3 with the Walpole Rail-road, at or near the termina-
-4 tion thereof in Walpole ; and also to use the said
5 Walpole Rail-road, and Dedham Branch Rail-road,
6 and Boston and Providence Rail-road, paying there-
-7 for such a rate of toll as may be mutually agreed
8 upon by the parties, or as the Legislature may, from
9 time to time, prescribe.

1 Sect. 6. Said company is hereby authorized to
2 enter upon and unite their rail-road, by proper means,
3 with the Providence and Worcester Rail-road, at
4 the intersection thereof, in Blackstone, and also to
5 use the said Providence and Worcester Rail-road,
6 paying therefor such a rate of toll as may be mutu-
-7 ally agreed upon by\he parties, or as the Legislature
8 may, from time to time, prescribe.

1 Sect. 7. The said company and the Walpole Rail-
-2 road Company may unite their corporations, and
3 form one joint-stock company, to be known by the
4 name of the Norfolk County Rail-road Company,
5 and to be controlled throughout by one management,
6 whenever a majority in interest of each company,
7 shall elect so to do, —and said united company shall
8 be entitled to hold a capital stock equal to the amount
9 of their joint capitals, and shall be subject to all the

10 provisions,and entitled to all the privileges,contained
11 in their respective charters.

1 Sect. 8. If the said Walpole Rail-road Company
2 shall not consent to unite with said Norfolk County
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3 Rail-road Company, share and share alike, within
4 three months after said Norfolk County Rail-road
5 Company shall have offered to form such a union,
6 then the said Norfolk County Rail-road Company
7 may continue and construct their road from their ter-
-8 minus, in said Walpole, to the most convenient point
9 on the Boston and Providence Rail-road, with power

10 to enter upon said Boston and Providence road by
11 proper means, and to use the same, subject to such
12 tolls as may be mutually agreed between said corpo-
-13 rations, or as the Legislature may, from time to time,
14 prescribe.

1 Sect. 9. The said company, when formed pursu-
-2 ant to the provisions of the seventh section, shall
3 have power to construct a branch road from a point
4 near the crossing of the Norfolk and Bristol Turn-
-5 pike, in South Dedham, and extending across Fowl
6 Meadow and Neponset River, to a point in the Bos-
-7 ton and Providence Rail-road near the eleven-mile
8 post, with power to enter upon said road by proper
9 means, and to use the same, subject to such tolls as

10 may be mutually agreed between said corporations,
11 or as the Legislature may, from time to time, pre-
-12 scribe.

1 Sect. 10. The Legislature may, from time to time,
2 reduce the rate of toll, or other receipts, on said
3 rail-road, whenever the net income thereof shall ex-
-4 ceed ten per cent, per annum ; but the toll, or other
5 receipts, shall not, without the consent of the com-
-6 pany, be so reduced as to produce less than ten per
7 cent, per annum on the investment in said company.
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1 Sect. 11. The Legislature may authorize any
2 company to enter, with their rail-road, at any point
3 on the said road, and use the same, or any part
4 thereof, by complying with such reasonable rules and
5 regulations, and paying such tolls, as said Norfolk
6 County Rail-road Company may require and pre-
-7 scribe, or as may be determined according to law.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall take effect from and af-
-2 ter its passage.


