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April 22, 1847.
The Joint Special Committee, to whom were referred so much

of the Governor’s Address as relates to the war with Mexico
and the admission of new slave States into the Union; and
the Resolutions of the Legislature of Vermont relative to
slavery and the Mexican war; and Resolves of the State of
New Hampshire, relative to slavery ; and Resolutions of the
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, relating
to the policy of protection for manufacturing industry, the
sub-treasury system, the institution of slavery and the war
with Mexico; and the Petition of the American Peace Soci-
ety for peace with Mexico; and Resolves relating to slavery,
offered by Mr. Seaver, of Boston; and the Memorial of .L
D. Nickerson and others, of Harwich, and of Austin Bearse
and others, of Barnstable, and of Samuel Gay and others,
of Hubbardston, relating to the Mexican war,—having consid-
ered the same, and reported in part, now submit their final

We heartily respond to thj sentiments contained in that part
of his excellency’s address relating to the war with Mexico and
the admission of new slave States into the Union, and in the
resolutions arid memorials upon the same subject subsequently
referred to us. We regard the war with deep regret. We ad-

mire the heroic deeds of our arms. Wo mourn for the brave

who have fallen on the field of battle : and we ardently desire

peace.
We deplore the existence of slavery, and we reprobate its further

extension. We arc the friends of free labor, home industry and

arommontoeaUft of i^aooacijttsttto.
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social credit; and we avow ourselves as the advocates of peace
and good will to all men in our foreign relations, and of lib-
erty and equality in our domestic and civil institutions. And,
in the spirit of Christianity, we would cherish the heritage of
soil, liberty and patriotism, left us by our fathers.

We do not condemn all war. We hold it to be justifiable in
self-defence, and for liberty, upon the land and upon the sea.
But war for justifiable ends should not be lightly ventured. It
should be the last resort of those who are in the right. Such
is the fundamental policy of this country. The revolutionary
war of 1775 was not undertaken until the bones of humanity
ached under the burdens of tyranny. And, after the achieve-
ment of our independence by a just war, the thirteen original
States, in theirArticles of Confederation of 1778, for their com-
mon and mutual defence, liberty and welfare, provided, that
the United States, in Congress assembled, who had the sole
and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and
war, should never engage in a war unless nine States assented
thereto.

The constitution of the United States, which was formed in
1787, and went into full operation in 1789, prescribed the le-
gitimate objects of all the powers ordained and granted therein,
to wit; “union, justice, tranquillity, defence, welfare aud lib-
erty.” For these purposes, and these alone, Congress is vested
with the power to declare war , to raise and support armies,
and to provide and maintain a navy. The President is com-
mander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United Slates.
The constitution makes it his duty to give Congress, from time
to time, information of the state of the Union, and recommend
such measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient: and
he is under oath to preserve the constitution, and obey its re-
quisitions.

Congress had been in session from Dec. 2, 1845, to May 11,
1846; on that day, the President’s war message burst upon
their ears like a clap of thunder from a cloudless sky. He in-
formed them that, in consequence of the joint resolution of
March 1, 1845, for the annexation of Texas, and the conse-
quent threatened invasion by Mexico, he had, in June, 1845,
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ordered the American army to take a position between the
Nueces and the Del Norte, at Corpus Christi; whence, on the
13th of January, 1846, he had ordered it to advance to the left
bank of the Del Norte, where it arrived, and entrenched itself
opposite to Matamoras on the 2Slh of March, 1846. Where-
upon, the Mexican General Arista informed General Taylor,
the American commander, that “he considered hostilities com-
menced, and should prosecute themand that, soon after, a
party of American dragoons became engaged with a large body
of Mexican troops, and were compelled to surrender. That
Texas had become an integral part of our Union ; that the Del
Norte was the southwestern boundary of the Stale of Texas;
that Mexico had passed the boundary of the United States, and
shed American blood on American soil, and had proclaimed
that the two nations were at war, —and that war did exist by
the act of Mexico ; and that, in anticipation of such a crisis,
he had given orders to General Taylor, in August, 1845, and
repeated them in January and in March, 1846, to call for vol-
unteers and militia from the nearest States, in case of need,
which had been done ; and the President invoked the prompt
action of Congress to recognize the existence of the war, and
to put at the disposal of the Executive the means of prosecut-
ing it with vigor, in order to a speedy restoration of peace.

On the 13th of May, 1846, Congress passed an act, recog-
nizing the existence of the war, as stated by the President,
and authorizing him to use the military and naval forces of the

United States, and fifty thousand volunteers, to carry it on,

and appropriated ten millions of dollars to defray its expense.
Since the first ofMay, 1846, the American arms have achieved,

at Palo Alto, Resaca de la Palma, Monterey, Buena Yista, and

Vera Cruz, five of the most brilliant victories ever recorded in

history. Millions of dollars have been expended ; thousands

of lives have been sacrificed; the innocent and the helpless
have been slain ; there is sorrow on the sea, and mourning on

the land The war is still raging, and the hope of peace van-

ishes like the morning dew, and the voice of blood cries from

the ground. Who shall answer it'?
We believe that the President neglected a weighty constitu-
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tional duty in not informing Congress that he anticipated such
a crisis as justified him in authorizing General Taylor to call
out the militia to repel an invasion by Mexico: and we believe
that he transcended his constitutional powers, in ordering our
army to march upon the Rio Grande ; and thereby brought the
two countries into direct and bloody conflict. The order of
January 13th, 1846, to advance into a territory claimed by,
and in the possession of Mexico, and thus to establish a dis-
puted boundary by military force, was the immediate cause of
the war, and its responsibility must rest upon the President
and his advisers, while its victories and renown are due to the
personal skill and valor of the army, which has constantly
fought and triumphed against fearful odds.

But there was, and is now, a more remote cause of the war,
which urges on its prosecution to the subjugation and dismem-
berment of Mexico.

About four million square miles in Africa have been used,
for 250 years, to breed slaves for Christian markets. Negro
slavery was first introduced into Virginia in 1620, and into
South Carolina in 1671, and it soon found its way, by the nat-
ural order of things, into other colonies. This poisonous tree
soon began to bear its bitter fruits. In 1740, South Carolina,
by an act premising that having slaves taught to write might
he attended with great inconvenience, forbade it, under a pen-
alty of £lOO. But the soil of Massachusetts was never con-
genial to slavery. In 1712, the importation of Indian servants,
or slaves, into Massachusetts, was prohibited ; and, under the
influence of the Declaration of Independence, even Virginia,
in 1782, passed a manumission law, under which nearly 10,000
slaves obtained their liberty between 1782 and 1791.

In 1775, the Declaration of Independence was made, with
the concurrence of slave-holders. In 1787, Congress passed an
ordinance, forbidding slavery in the Northwest Territory. In
1788, Massachusetts passed an act prohibiting the slave trade.

January 1, 1808, the slave trade ceased in the United States,
under the constitution. In 1820, the slave trade was made
piracy, and punishable with death, by an act of Congress.

In 1824, the United States and England formed a convention
for the suppression of the slave trade.
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Thus it appears that slavery began early to die out, at the
north, under the influence of our climate, and our civil and
religious freedom ; while at the south it took firm root as a
domestic institution, under the influence of the planting inter-
est and a genial climate, and its inherent character, so danger-
ous to tranquillity, required it then, as now, to be brutalized by
law.

The Declaration of Independence, however, shook its hold
upon the minds of men, even at the south ; hence the act of
manumission in Virginia, and the admirable sentiments upon
slavery contained in the speeches of southern delegates in the
convention which formed the constitution of the United States,
in 1787. Slavery, like a noxious plant, naturally withers and
dies in the sunlight of liberty; and such was its tendency
throughout the country, after the Declaration of Independence,
and the formation and adoption of the constitution of the
United States.

The efforts, however, which the south was obliged to make
to retain slavery under the constitution, which provides for
slave representation in Congress, first gave it a political char-
acter and a unity of effect. From that period, its subtle influ-
ence has been constantly increasing. Slavery is a unit; it
holds together, when all other political influences fall in pieces;
like all injustice, it is essentially aggressive ; it must increase,
or it cannot live. It seeks to monopolize the offices of govern-
ment, that it may have an overbearing influence in the execu-
tive affairs of the nation, and have wherewithal to reward
mere political partisans, who practise upon the principle that
men were made to be used, and he that uses them to his own
advantage best, is the greatest man. 81ave States have en-
joyed the presidency, with its patronage, for forty-six years
out of fifty-eight. It disfavors free labor and home industry in
the regulations of commerce and the systems of revenue and
finance; and, worse than all, it seeks to enlarge its area, by
the addition of new slave States to the Union, in order to
maintain its ascendency in Congress. W hen the constitution
was adopted, there were seven free, and six slave Stales ; now

there ar qfourteen free, and fifteen slave Stales. Slavery brought



[April,6 MEXICAN WAR, &c.

Texas into the Union, and, with it, the war. And the direct
tendency, if not the design, of the war with Mexico is, to sub-
jugate and dismember that country, and dissolve our own
Union, and form a slave empire, of southern States and Mexi-
can provinces, of sufficient strength to stand alone against the
weight of public opinion at the north and the indignation of
the civilized world against the institution of slavery in a free
and Christian land.

Wo disclaim all partisan desire, or intention, of showing our
own government to be in the wrong; and we would not ex-
tenuate the pride, folly, injustice, and crimes of Mexico : but,
in the spirit of free discussion, we would speak out the senti-
ments which we feel, when we behold our President, of limited
powers, under a written constitution, arrogating to himself, by
virtue of the laws of war, the right to invade a foreign coun-
try, subdue its provinces, establish civil government, call
elections and appoint the magistracy, regulate commerce and
levy duties, and hold the purse and sword, without accounta-
bility, over a territory nearly as large as the whole United
States.

This war is not for any constitutional purpose. It does not
promote the union of these United States, but is most danger-
ous to its continuance. It is hostile to justice; it disturbs do-
mestic tranquillity ; it is not defensive, but entirely aggressive;
it does not promote the welfare of the country; and it is in no
way calculated to secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity. We, therefore, earnestly invoke an en-
lightened public opinion to frown upon it ; and we call upon
Congress, who control the supplies of men and money, to in-
sist upon its cessation ; and we call upon the executive and
his responsible advisers, who are amenable to Heaven and the
moral judgment of the world for the blood and treasure sacri-
ficed in this war, to bring it to an end.

With these views and feelings, the Committee would recom-
mend the passage of the accompanying Resolutions.

J. GILES, for the Committee.
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RESOLVES

In relation to the Mexican War.

Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts cherish an un-
wavering attachment to the Union, and are determined to up-
hold and maintain the constitution of the United States as the
foundation of their country’s welfare.

Resolved, That the free expression of their opinion, in rela-
tion to the existing institutions of the country, and upon the
measures of the national government, is the right and duty of
all true patriots.

Resolved, That the Legislature of this Commonwealth deeply
regrets the unconstitutional course of the general government,
in bringing on the war which now exists between the United
States and the republic of Mexico.

Resolved, That the acquisition of territory by conquest is
opposed to the spirit of our constitution and the character of
our free institutions; and the acquisition of territory, in any
wise, for the extension of slavery, is abhorrent to the people of
Massachusetts.

(CommomucalU) of JHaGsactjusmß.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-Seven.
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Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts demand of the
national administration, as the only atonement for plunging
the country into a war so unnecessary and unjust, unremitting
efforts for the restoration of an honorable peace, without further
attempt to dismember the territory of the enemy, and upon
terms of mercy and magnanimity becoming a free and brave
people toward a sister republic.


