
HOUSE....No. 6.

[lntroduced by Mr. Kimball, of Boston.]

Whereas, the people of this Commonwealth have witnessed
the triumphant success, in Great Britain, for the last ten years,
of the cheap postage system invented by Mr. Rowland Hill, and
believing that it would be attended with the same satisfactory
results should Congress adopt it; and

Whereas, Massachusetts now pays nearly or quite ten per
cent, of the whole revenue of the Post Office Department, while
the expenses of the transportation of her mails are less than
four per cent, of the whole cost; therefore

Resolved, That a tax on the correspondence of Massachusetts
of more than one hundred thousand dollars per annum, beyond
the cost of mail service in her behalf, entitles her to call upon
the general government for a reduced rate of postage.

Resolved, That in granting to Congress the power 1! lo estab-
lish post offices and post roads,” the constitution does not intend

eomwontoealt!) of Jftassarimsetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-One.

RESOLVES

In favor of Cheap Postage.
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to authorize a monopoly of the letter-carrying business by the
general government, but only to secure to the people a safer,
cheaper, and more efficient mail service than could be had from
private resources, enterprise and competition ; therefore, the rate
of postage should be as low as to secure the United States mail
against competition in every part of the country, without the
aid of prohibitory laws.

Resolved, That when Ireland circulates twenty-eight millions
of letters a year, and Scotland as many with her population of
but three millions, and the United Kingdom nearly a million
every day in the year, there cannot be a rational doubt the same
system would soon produce as great an amount of correspond-
ence in this country, in proportion to the population.

Resolved , That inasmuch as the stability of our free institu-
tions depends on the intelligence of our people, and the perma-
nence of our Union on the good understanding of the different
portions of our widely extended country, the rate of letter post-
age should be uniform, and as low as it can be and preserve the
privilege from abuse, while ordinary newspapers should not be
charged more than one cent each, for any distance; and that
any excess of expense over income, which might arise from
carrying out these principles, ought to be paid out of the general
treasury.


