
HOUSE....No. 102.

House of Representatives, March 22, 1851.

The Conunitlee on the Militia, to whom was recommitted the
petition of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company,
for exemption from jury duty, submit the subjoined

The volunteer militia of the State, in addition to the annual
bounty, are exempted from jury duty, if they choose to claim
the exemption. The Ancient and Honorable Artillery Com-
pany are not allowed the bounty, nor do they ask it, but they
desire that the privilege may be extended to them of exemption
from jury service.

This company was chartered by the Colonial Council in
1638, under Gov. John Winthrop. The preamble to the char-
ter says : — 1 Whereas divers gentlemen and others, out of their
care of the public weal and safety, by the advancement of the
military art and exercise of arms, have desired license of the
court to join themselves in one company, and to have the lib-
erty to exercise themselves at such times as their occasions will
permit; and that such liberties and privileges might be granted
them, as the court should think meet for their belter encourage-
ment and furtherance in so useful an employment,” “ we. do
order,” etc.
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After providing for the choice of officers, the charter exempts
the members of said company from duty in any other military
company. It also appoints the first Monday of every month,
“ for their meeting and exercise; and to the end that they may
not be hindered from coming together.” it is ordered, “that no
other trainings in the particular towns, nor other ordinary town
meetings , shall be appointed on that day; and if that day
prove unseasonable, for the use of their arras, then the sixth of
the same week is appointed for supply.”

In addition to this, so highly were the objects of the company
esteemed, that it was granted “one thousand acres of land, (in
some such place as may not be prejudicial to any plantation,”)
“ to be improved by them within a time convenient for providing
necessaries for their military exercises, and defraying of other
charges which may arise by occasion thereof.” The company
was also authorized to assemble for drill in any town in the
colony.

In 1821, the company petitioned for an additional officer, to
act in the capacity of adjutant. Upon that application, the
military committee reported, “ that, as said company was in-
stituted, in IG3B, as a school for officers, and has, from (hat

period, and continues still to be, composed principally of com-
missioned officers, holding commissions in, and belonging to,
the different divisions of militia, for the laudable purpose of
promoting a uniformity of drill and field exercise throughout
the militia, in furtherance of the laws of the United States;”
“ and as it was originally in the contemplation of the govern-
ment, in the institution of said company, that the benefits which
might be derived from it should, as far as might be, be partici-
pated in by the whole body of militia officers,” it is recom-
mended that the aforesaid petition be granted.

This company is- not attached to the volunteer militia of the
Commonwealth, nor is it recognized by any of our laws re-
specting the militia. But it is a time-honored institution,
brought down to us from our early colonial history. It was
fostered by the colonial, and subsequently by the Slate govern-
ment, with peculiar care. It should, therefore, be perpetuated
so long as any military organization exists.

But although it is not subject to the militia of the Slate, its
“rules and regulations,” which may be enforced under a pen-
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ally, require two days of field service, and five or six evening
drills. The first day of service is the anniversary, being inva-
riably the first Monday in June, on which occasion new officers
are commissioned by the governor in person on Boston Com-
mon, and the second field-day is the first Monday in October.

The committee, therefore, are of opinion that the request of
the petition should be granted. But inasmuch as the company
has been, and seems now to be, regarded as a school for officers,

the committee think that no inducements should be held out to
persons to join the company, who have not had some experience
in military drill, either as an officer or soldier in some company
of the volunteer militia of the State. They, therefore, recom-
mend that no member of the Ancient and Honorable Artillery
Company, be exempted from jury duty, unless he shall have
held a commission at least three years, or served in the ranks
for a term of not less than five years, in some company of the
volunteer militia of this Commonwealth.

In accordance with these views, the committee submit the
accompanying Bill.

For the committee,

W. A. HAWLEY, Chairman.
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AN ACT

Exempting the Members of the Ancient and Honorable
Artillery Company from Jury Duty.

BE it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, asfollows :

1 Sect. 1. The members of the Ancient and Hon-
-2 orable Artillery Company shall be exempted from
3 jury duty, agreeably to the provisions of the eighth
4 section of the “Act concerning the militia,” passed
5 in the year one thousand eight hundred and forty-
-6 nine: provided, each member, claiming such exemp-
-7 tion, shall have held a commission at least three
8 years, or served in the ranks for a term not less
9 than five years, in some other military company in

10 this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 2. Any member of said company claiming
2 the exemption aforesaid, without having performed
3 the service required, shall forfeit to the Common-
-4 wealth a sum not less than fifty dollars.

(TommonlucaUlj of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
One.


