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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
One.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Amherst and Belchertown Railroad

Company.

BE it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and hy the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Edward Hitchcock, Ithamar Conkey,
2 Edward Dickinson, Myron Lawrence, and Luke
3 Sweetser, their associates and successors, are hereby
4 made a corporation, by the name of the Amherst and
5 Belchertown Railroad Company, with all the powers
6 and privileges, and subject to all the duties, liabili-
-7 ties and restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth

Commontocaltij of i^assacljttsttts.



[April,2 AMHERST AND BELCHERTOWN R. R. CO.

8 chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in all that part
9 of the thirty-ninth chapter of said statutes relating

10 to railroad corporations, and in all other general laws
11 relative to railroad corporations in this Common-
-12 wealth.

1 Sect. 2. Said company may locate, construct, and
2 maintain a railroad, with one or more tracks, from
3 the depot of the New London, Willimantic and
4 Palmer Railroad, in the town of Palmer, crossing the
5 Western Railroad, at or near the depot of said West-
-6 ern Railroad, in said town of Palmer, by the most
7 convenient route, northerly, through the towns of
8 Palmer aforesaid, in the county of Hampden, Bel-
-9 chertown and Amherst, in the county of Hampshire,

10 and Leverett, Sunderland and Montague, in the
11 county of Franklin, to the Vermont and Massachu-
-12 setts Railroad, at a point the most convenient to in-
-13 tersect the same in said town of Montague.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said company shall
2 consist of not more than six thousand shares, the
3 number of which shall, from time to time, be deter-
-4 mined by the directors of said company, and no as-
-5 sessment shall be laid thereon of a greater amount,
6 in the whole, than one hundred dollars on each share,
7 and said company may invest and hold such part
8 thereof, in real and personal estate, as may be ueces-
-9 sary and convenient for the purposes of their incor-

10 poration.

1 Sect. 4. Said railroad company may enter upon
2 and unite their railroad, by proper turnouts and
3 switches, with the Vermont and Massachusetts Rail-
-4 road, at some convenient point at Grout’s Corner, in
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5 Montague, or between said Grout’s Corner and the
6 depot of said Vermont and Massachusetts Railroad,
7 in said town of Montague, and may use the same,
8 under the provisions and restrictions of the laws re-
-9 lating to railroads in this Commonwealth.

1 Sect. 5. The Legislature may, after five years
2 from the time when said railroad shall be opened for
3 use, from time to time, reduce the rates of toll, or
4 other profits upon said road, but the same shall not
5 be so reduced, without the consent of said company,
6 as to yield, with said profits, less than ten per cent.
7 per annum to the stockholders.

1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter, with another railroad, upon and use
3 the said Amherst and Belchertown Railroad, or any
4 part thereof, by complying with such reasonable rules
5 and regulations as the said Amherst and Belchertown
6 Railroad Company may prescribe, or as may be de-
-7 termined, according to the provisions of law.

1 Sect. 7. If said company shall not be organized,
2 and if the location of the route of said road shall
3 not be made and filed with the county commissioners
4 of the counties of Hampden, Hampshire and Frank-
-5 lin, respectively, within two years from the passage
6 of this act, or if said company shall fail to complete
7 said road within four years from the passage of this
8 act, then this act shall be null and void.

1 Sect. 8. The persons who are, or shall, become
2 stockholders in the New London, Willimantic and
3 Palmer Railroad Company, being partly in the state
4 of Connecticut, and partly in this Commonwealth,



5 with, the assent of the legislature of the state of Con-
-6 necticut, may, by vote duly passed, at a legal meet-
-7 ing, and with the consent of the corporation hereby
8 created, duly expressed at a legal meeting called
9 therefor, become stockholders in the last named cor-

-10 poration ; and, thereupon, said two corporations shall
11 become united into one corporation, by the name of
12 the New London, Palmer and Amherst Railroad
13 Company, with a capital not exceeding the amount of
14 the joint capital of both of said corporations. And
15 all the tolls, franchises, rights, powers, privileges and
16 property granted, or to be granted, or acquired, un-

-17 der the authority of the legislature of the state of
18 Connecticut, or of this Commonwealth, shall be held
19 and enjoyed by all the said stockholders, in propor-
-20 tion to their number of shares in either, or both of
21 said corporations.

1 Sect. 9. After such union of the said companies
2 shall have been perfected, the said stockholders shall
3 hold their meetings, make their by-laws, appoint their
4 officers, and transact all their business as one corpo-
-5 ration: provided, that one or more of the officers of
6 said corporation, shall be resident in this Common-
-7 wealth, on whom process against said corporation
8 may be legally served. And said corporation shall be
9 held to answer, within the jurisdiction where such

10 service may be made, and where the process may be
11 made, re turnable.

1 Sect. 10. The share or shares of any stockholder
2 in said corporation, shall be liable to attachment,
3 and to be taken on execution, in the state where such
4 stockholder shall reside, at the time of the service of
5 such process: provided, the laws of such state au-
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6 thorize the attachment, and taking on execution, of
7 said property; and an attested copy of such writ, or
8 execution, and of the return of the officer thereon,
9 shall, at the time of such service, be left with the

10 clerk, or a director of said corporation, or at his usual
11 place of abode, by the officer making the service.

1 Sect. 11. Said corporation, so far as their road
2 may be situated in Massachusetts, shall be subject to
3 the general laws of this State, to the same extent, as
4 if their road were wholly therein.

1 Sect. 12. No part of the stock of said company
2 shall be issued at less than its par value.

1 Sect. 13. The construction of the railroad hereby
2 authorized, shall not be commenced until the whole
3 capital shall have been subscribed by responsible par-
-4 ties, and twenty per cent, thereof actually paid in to
•5 the treasurer of said company.

1 Sect. 14. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.
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