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To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives
of Massachusetts, in General Court assembled:

The undersigned, inhabitants of Boston, would respectfully
represent, that we believe a vast amount of evil, with no com-
mensurate benefit, results to the community generally, and par-
ticularly to operatives in manufacturing establishments, from
the devotion by the working classes of too many hours to daily
labor, and that the general welfare of all classes of the people,
and the permanent prosperity of all the interests, both of labor
and capital, involved in manufacturing and mechanical industry,
would be greatly promoted by the reduction of the time of
labor to a daily term of not more than ten hours. At the same
time, we would express our belief, that, under the natural state
of freedom of the people, and of that personal independence,
and equality in their condition, which it was the fundamental
design of our republican political system to preserve, it would
be wisest to leave to the intelligence of enlightened employers
and employees to establish, by mutual agreement, the hours of
labor, as well as all the other conditions oftheir contracts ; there-
fore, we do not petition for the enactment of a law, which shall
restrict a day’s labor to '■'•ten hours when contracts shall not
have been made for a longer term /” for such a law would but
put some classes of people, and especially the farmers, to unne-
cessary inconvenience, without any practical benefit to any one,
and would in no manner aid the laboring people to reduce their
hours of labor,—they now having all the rights and all the
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powers to limit their working time to ten hours a day, which
they would have if such a law were established : neither do we
petition for a law, which shall measure out the daily labor of
twelve or fourteen hours by a statutory scale, which shall call
ten hours a legal day’s work; for there is now an accurate and
well-understood measure of time, and we cannot perceive that
the evils of working too many hours would be, in any degree,
mitigated, by having excessive human toil measured out like
cranberries and potatoes, by any newly invented scale for the
admeasurement of time.

But your petitioners would also represent, that the Legisla-
ture has, by numerous acts of incorporation, (enacted, as is to
be presumed, to promote the general welfare,) aggregated large
amounts of capital to be used by corporations in manufacturing
and mechanical business, which corporations employ very large
numbers of persons to labor for them; and, that thereby it has
created a class of artificial persons,—corporate employers,—
with vastly greater powers, than are, or can be possessed, under
our system of government, by individuals, or natural persons;
and that, as an incident of this its action, it has thus destroyed
the natural state and degree of equality between employer
and employee, so far as concerns these corporations and the
great numbers of persons who labor for them, so that the em-
ployees are entirely powerless to mpdify by contract their hours
of labor, and must submit unconditionally to the dictation of
their corporate employers, or be discharged from work alto-
gether. And, furthermore, we would represent, that the une-
qual power of these corporate employers to monopolize the
entire control and dictation of the terms of labor contracts, is
immensely augmented by a combination of the large corpora-
tions, by which they have entered into mutual agreements not
to employ persons to labor for them, who, having been in the
employ of either of the conspiring corporations, have refused
to submit to the terms, as to hours of labor and all other condi-
tions, arbitrarily imposed by the employing corporation, or es-
tablished by this association of chartered monopolists, —this
monster corporation of corporations , —in conspiracy against the
independence of labor; and, that the influence and powerful
example of these artificial creatures of the legislative authority

■these institutions of the State, —exercise a vast control, which
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not only is absolute as to the hours persons employed by them
are required to work, but also tends powerfully to establish
the hours of labor in all employments conducted by individual
enterprise. Thus we would represent, that this legislative
action of the State, having practically deprived a large class
of persons of their natural power, as equal parties to a con-
tract, to modify their hours of labor, —and now powerfully op-
erating to impede the etforts of those who work for individ-
uals to reduce their hours of labor by mutual agreements with
their employers, and also tending to endanger the permanency
of the happy results of those efforts so far as they have been
already successful, has created a special necessity for the inter-
position of the State’s authority to correct the evils resulting
from this state of inequality, which its own acts have pro-
duced.

Therefore, this petition asks 'protection for the working people
from the evils, which result incidentally from the legislation of
the Stale for the aggregation of capital. We ask, that they be
protected, so that their just efforts to ameliorate and improve
their condition by diminishing their hours of labor, and increas-
ing their time for acquiring such information as will better en-
able them to discharge all their religious, moral and political
duties, may not be frustrated and defeated by the power and
example of institutions created by the State, and which it is the
especial and bounden duty of the State to restrain from using
the powers it has granted to them, or incident to those it has
granted, in such manner as to oppress the laboring people:
and to this end, we most earnestly and respectfully pray your
honorable body to enact a law, which shall prohibit all corpora-
tions, created by the laws ofthis Commonwealth, from employ-
ing any person in laboring more than ten hours in any one day;
and we would respectfully commend to your consideration, as
well designed to secure the object herein prayed for, the provis-
ions of the Bill introduced in the Legislature of 1850. by the
minority of the “ Special Committee on the Hours of Laborf
[see House Doc. No. 153,] which has been approved by many
distinguished and judicious citizens, and which received the
votes of a respectable minority of the House of Representa-
tives of 1850, comprising members of each of the three politi-
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cal parties, and, among other distinguished members, that of
His Excellency, the present Governor of the Commonwealth.

Relying upon the humanity, wisdom and impartiality of the
Legislature to grant this our just and reasonable request, thus
will ever pray :

Boston, January, 1851

ALVAN FLANDERS, and others.


