
HOUSE....No. 7.

[Offered on leave, by Mr. Colby of Boston.]

January 16, 1852.

JOINT RESOLUTIONS.

By the Senate and House of Representatives of Massachusetts
in Legislature convened.

Resolved , That in the opinion of this Legislature, the com-
mercial and financial condition of our entire country demands,
most pressingly, some amendment, or the repeal, of the exist-
ing tariff laws, and the adoption of a law that will give higher
and specific duties in many cases; and some modification or the
repeal of the bonding and warehousing system, now in use, to
the end and in order that the balance of our trade with foreign
nations be secured to our favor, or an approximation be made
thereto, to save us from the disasters consequent upon its being
continued against us, at the present alarming increase, any
longer.

Resolved , That the drain of specie now going on, from our
great centres of commerce, and the export of the same to Eng-
land and otherwheres abroad, to meet our foreign and unnec-
essary debts, are auguries of evil yet to come, if “coming events
cast their shadows before,” as well as the groundwork of evils
presently existing, since thereby so great a per-centage of the
basis of our circulating currency is drawn away from our own
market to glut a foreign one, reducing rates of interest there and
enhancing them in proportion here, even to twelve, fifteen and
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twenty-five per cent, per annum, thus affording to heavy capi-
talists and those money lenders who have bank facilities for dis-
counting at their command, an unprecedented harvest, ruining
the borrower and stabbing the credit system to the heart.

Resolved, That it is the belief of this Legislature, that our
Government can protect its great industrial interests against a
ruinous foreign competition, and at the same time be always
able, by a judicious discrimination of impost duties, to derive
the requisite and fair proportion of its revenue from the receipt
of customs : but that the policy which makes the entire expen-
ses of the National Government the standard of the amount to
be received as revenue duties, is questionable; duties which
look to such an enormous importation of foreign fabrics, valued
under foreign invoices, and by foreign weight, measure and cur-
rency at that, as palsies the great general manufacturing and
agricultural efforts of the whole country.

Resolved, That foreign governments have no right to expect
us to reciprocate their trade and labor, since the disparity exist-
ing between our institutions and theirs, demands that we de-
grade ourselves in order to do such reciprocity ; demands that the
labor of an American citizen be estimated the same in value as
the labor of an European subject, of an unthinking serf, —and
that we look with alarm on the decline of manufacturing prices,
for therein we discern the startling and inevitable tendency of
existing things, to sink us to the European standard, without
elevating that in the least degree.

Resolved, That this Legislature cordially unites with his
Excellency the Governor, in the sentiment expressed in his late
message, viz:—“The extent of our commerce is the evidence
of our prosperity. Every vessel added to our commercial ma-
rine is not only a messenger of civilization, but it increases the
value of each man’s labor and enables him to purchase and en-
joy more of the necessaries and luxuries produced by the labor
of other men ;

” believing that the present enviable strength of
our “commercial marine,” owes its development to the pro-
tective policy of the early Registry Laws, which secured, by
forfeiture and stringent duties, a monopoly to American ship-
builders, and the early discrimination in favor of our coasting
trade; which policy was begun under Washington’s and con-
firmed under Madison’s administration, and is the policy of our
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government now: and this Legislature cannot see, why said
policy should apply to the labor of ship-building or coasting,
more than to any other American labor.

Resolved, That while Massachusetts, eminently a manufac-
turing Commonwealth by nature and by education, possessing
a greater number in population to the given space of territory
than any other of the United States, would earnestly, and does
most confidently, in order that she may be saved from depopu-
lation, recommend her great staple interests, now in declension,
to the notice of the present Congress, beseeching its fostering
care thereof, she, at the same time, would rejoice to see a judi-
ciously discriminating and specific tariff of duties reared up as
a bulwark for the defence of similar and corresponding inter-
ests, in the Middle, Southern and Western States; to see a full
and glorious development, through the entire country, of our
wonderful resources, and an elaboration of an irresistible, in-
ternal strength, believing that our interests, commercial, finan-
cial, agricultural and mechanical, are mutually dependent on
each other for the success of each and all, and that the careful
husbandry of these interests one and all combined, and that
alone, will find us, in peace, prepared for war, and present us
to mankind, a nation colossal in greatness, yet beautifully sym-
metrical in proportions, just to ourselves, and proudly independ-
ent of the world.

Resolved, That our Senators in Congress be hereby instructed,
and our Representatives requested, to use their best endeavors
to bring about a change in the tariff laws, whereby the inter-
ests of this Commonwealth and the whole country shall be bet-
ter protected ; and that his Excellency the Governor be re-
quested to forward copies of this Resolution to each of our
said Senators and Representatives, and to both branches of
Congress.




