
HOUSE....No. 49.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled :

The undersigned having been authorized by the town of
Truro, at a meeting of said town on the loth day of December
last, to petition your honorable body to set off from Truro and
annex to Provincetown, a tract of land in said Truro and next

adjoining Provincetown, respectfully begs leave to make the
following statements:

The public travel from North Truro to Provincetown is, and
has been for many years, over a tract of barren land or loose
sand; said tract is about three miles in length and from ten
rods to half a mile in width, and is bounded on the north by the
Atlantic Ocean, on the south by East Harbor and East Harbor
meadow. One mile of this tract of land next adjoining Province-
town, is what the town of Truro prays your honorable body to
annex to Provincetown. Therefore, your humble petitioner
begs leave to make a statement of the reason for so doing.

The said land prayed to be set off and annexed to Province-
town, is the same that the Legislature, by an act passed Febru-
ary 15th, 1826, «nd an act passed March 21st, 1833, and an act
passed April 7th, 1835, authorized the United States to make
use of, for the purpose of planting beach grass for the preserva-
tion of Cape Cod Harbor. Previous to the year 1824, the trees
and beach grass on the Province land that lies adjoining Truro
having been destroyed, a petition, signed by the selectmen of
Truro, was presented to the Legislature, staling, that owing to
the drifting of the sand from the province land, a valuable salt
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meadow in Truro was in danger of being destroyed by being
covered with sand, and that it had rendered the travel between
Truro and Provincetown not only difficult but dangerous to the
traveller. And they also stated, that a very valuable harbor,
known by the name of Cape Cod Harbor, was in danger of
being filled with sand; therefore, the selectmen of Truro prayed
that the Legislature would send a committee to investigate the
case, or would take such other measures at it might think
proper. Said petition was accepted, and the Legislature author-
ized the governor to appoint one or more commissioners to in-
vestigate the subject, and make a report of the danger of dam-
age to Cape Cod Harbor, by the drifting of the sand or other-
wise, and the probable expense of effectually securing the same.

The governor accordingly appointed Zabdiel Sampson, Esq.,
of Plymouth, and Nymphas Marston, Esq., of Barnstable; they
attended to their official duty and made a report to the governor
as they were directed, and your petitioner very respectfully
calls the attention of the Legislature to said report for a better
understanding of the case. The governor presented said report
to the Legislature. The Legislature passed a Resolve requesting
our senators and representatives in Congress, from this State, to

seek for an appropriation of three thousand six hundred dollars,
which the said commissioners reported would be needed to

accomplish the work that would be necessary to be done for the
preservation of said harbor. Congress, in 1826, appropriated
three thousand five hundred dollars for that purpose, and the
United States engineer authorized the town of Provincetowu to

call a town meeting, and make choice of three men for agents
to superintend the work. They spent the money; but "the
money those agents spent for work on that tract of land in
Truro, and which Truro now prays to be annexed to Prov-
incetown, instead of accomplishing the object for which it
was appropriated for, which was to plant beach grass to pre-
serve said land, to prevent the sand from drifting into the north-
cast part of said Cape Cod Harbor, did not in the least ac-
complish the object for which it was appropriated ; for the time
never has been, within the memory of your petitioner, when
said tract of land ever was in such a destructive condition as it
is at the present time; and Cape Cod Harbor never was filling
up so fast with sand from said land as at the present time.
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Your petitioner further represents, that the said land prayed to
be annexed to Provincetown, was one of the eight wood lots on
the Cape, so called; but there has not been any wood on it for
fifty years, to your petitioner’s knowledge, and it is very evi-
dent that the wood was destroyed by some cause or other,
something like an hundred years ago. The oti.er seven wood
lots that have at several times been set off from Truro and an-
nexed to Provincetown, all of them contain more or less wood,
brush, and beach grass, and an abundance of turf and other
suitable materials, to make and keep in repair a public road
over them: and some of said lots contain many inhabitants
and much valuable taxable property. Therefore, Truro is de-
prived of the means of making and supporting a road over said
eighth lot, which is a barren waste of loose sand drifting about
by every wind, making it utterly impossible to make a road over
it either safe or convenient until the sand is prevented from
drifting; and as the Legislature, has taken the jurisdiction over
the said eighth lot from 'Truro, and given it to the United States,
and as the United States engineer has put it under the agency of
Provincetown, for the purpose of planting grass to prevent the
sand from drifting from said lot into the northeast part of.said
harbor, and as said agents have neglected to perform their duty,
therefore, Truro has been for several years, and is now, suffer-
ing great inconvenience and loss, by having her meadows cov-
ered with sand ; and also East Harbor, which is of considera-
ble value toiler, is fast tilling up with sand from the same
cause, and Truro has, and still is spending her money for trying
to assist the public travel and the United States mail over it.
Your petitioner further states, that the inhabitants of Truro
have but little use for a road to and from Provincetown, as
most of their conveyance is by water; and if said land should
be annexed to Provincetown, Truro would still have left her two
miles of the three of that tract of land or loose sand, first men-

/

tioned. and also about ten miles more of mail road through her,
which is very hilly and sandy ; therefore making it very ex-
pensive for the town to keep in repair as the law requires; and
all this risk and expense she is at is much more for the interest
and accommodation of Provincetown than for Truro, for Truro
does not need a daily mail, but that rich, enterprising commer-
cial town does. And if said land prayed to be set off from Truro
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was annexed to her, she then would not have but about three
miles of mail road to Truro’s twelve. Therefore, as the Legis-
lature has taken from Truro the said seven lots, which, as I said
before, are all of them more or less valuable, and also taken the
jurisdiction over the eighth, leaving nothing but the barren sand
for poor Truro, and as those agents that had been abundantly
supplied with means to have protected said land, that Truro
prays to be annexed to Provincetown, Truro then would have
been relieved. But as they have neglected to preserve said
land, it is and has been for several years a burden and a
curse to Truro. Therefore, your humble petitioner most sin-
cerely prays your honorable body may be pleased to take that
also, or take some other measure to relieve said Truro, as you in
your wisdom may think just and proper.

And in duty bound will ever pray.
JAMES SMALL,

Authorized Agent for said Truro.
Boston, Feb, 14, 1852.


