
HOUSE.... No. 61.

House of Representatives. February 19th, 1852.

The Committee on Claims, to whom was referred the petitions
of Ruth Roberts and E. G. Woodward, to recover the amount
paid on certain forfeited recognizances, have considered the
same and

In March, 1848, one Benjamin T. Harris was arrested on a
charge of keeping a house of ill fame, and also for receiving
stolen property, knowing it to have been stolen; John Roberts
and E. G. Woodward became his sureties, but they do not ap-
pear to have been acquainted with Harris, but to have been in-
duced to become his sureties by the solicitations of a respectable
relative of Harris, and there is no reason to believe that the
sureties were in any manner indemnified.

Harris was indicted and convicted, but his sureties not know-
ing that it was necessary to surrender him, he escaped, and the
recognizances, amounting to $6OO became forfeited and were put
in suit, and judgment rendered thereon in the Supreme Court in
July, 1849. The court remitted the sum of $250, and Roberts
paid the sum of $250, and Woodward the sum of $5O, and the
sum of $5O with costs, amounting to $34 93, is now due the
Commonwealth.
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Subsequent to the judgment against them, Roberts and
Woodward appear to have spent much time, and more than $75
in money, in employing officers and other expenses, in endeav-
oring to arrest Harris, and in July, 1850, they arrested and com-
mitted him to jail, and he was imprisoned on his sentence.

Roberts has since deceased, insolvent, and leaving his family
very destitute, and Woodward is illy able to bear the losses
already incurred.

The committee have had the advice and assistance of S. D.
Parker, Esq., at that time District Attorney, who conducted the
prosecution and suits above-named on the part of the Common-
wealth, and were furnished by him with most of the precedents
and authorities under which they reported the resolves heretofore
submitted to the House.

In the resolves reported, all costs paid by the Commonwealth,
arising from the recognizances, have been deducted from the
sums paid by the petitioners.

For the committee,

PEREZ SIMMONS.


