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[Reported by the Committee on Fisheries.]

la the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Two.

AN ACT
To Regulate the Fishery in Palmer’s River.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. From and after the passage of this Act,
2 no person, except as is hereinafter provided, shall
3 take shad or alewives with seines or in nets in Pal-
-4 mer’s river in the town of Rchoboth, in the county of
5 Bristol, from the first day of April to the first day of
6 July, in each year: provided, that the inhabitants of
7 Rchoboth may, at a legal meeting held for that pur-
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8 pose, dispose of the privilege of taking fish for that
9 year, at public auction, with scoop-nets and seines

10 only, in said river for the time aforesaid, to such per-
-11 son or persons as may offer the highest price for the
12 same and shall give sufficient security for the pay-
-13 ment of the purchase money, at such time and in such
14 manner as the town shall direct.

1 Sect. 2. The said town may sell said privilege in
2 sections or otherwise, as the town may determine, and
3 the purchaser or purchasers of any privilege or priv-
-4 ileges of taking shad or alewives, aforesaid, or those
5 employed hy him or them, may take any of said fish
6 in said river between Swanzey line and the Orleans
7 dam, with scoop-nets, three nights in the week, be-
-8 ginning on Wednesday at sunset and ending at sun-
-9 rise on Saturday of each week, and may also take

10 said fish with not more than two seines, to be used at
11 the same time, and in the daytime only, three days
12 in each week, beginning on Thursday morning at sun-
-13 rise and ending on Saturday at sunset, in any part of
14 said river between Swanzey line and Miller’s bridge
15 (so called) on said river, in said Echohoth: provided,

16 however, that no shad or alewives shall be taken in
17 any manner from said river after the first day of July
18 in each year.

I Sect. 3. The town of Echohoth, at their annual
2 meeting in March or April, may choose one or more
3 suitable persons to serve as fish wardens, who shall
4 be sworn to the faithful discharge of their duties, and
5 shall see this Act enforced, and shall prosecute for all
6 violations thereof. And it shall be the duty of the
7 said fish wardens to prevent and remove all obstruc-
-8 tions in the course of the stream to the passing up
9 and down of the fish during the season, from the first
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10 day of April to the first day of July in each year;
11 and the said wardens or either of them, and also those
12 who are lawfully employed in catching or buying the
13 fish taken in said river, shall be authorized to go
14 upon and pass over the lands of any person, through
15 or by which said river runs, without being consid-
-16 ered trespassers; provided, they shall so pass over and
17 on said lands only at such times and places as the
18 fish wardens shall direct and prescribe, and only when
19 such passing over and on said lands shall bo necessary
20 for the purpose of protecting said fishery and taking
21 and salting the fish, and shall do no more damage to
22 said lands than is indispensable for such proper use ;

23 and any person who shall wilfully hinder or molest
24 the said wardens, or any person authorized by them
25 in the necessary clearing of said river, and in the
26 necessary and proper use of the lands on said stream
27 for protecting said fishery, and taking or selling the
28 fish, shall forfeit and pay not exceeding twenty dol-
-29 lars for each offence, to be recovered in the manner
30 provided in the fourth section of this Act.

1 Sect. 4. If any person or persons other than
2 those who have purchased a privilege or privileges,
3 shall fish with seine or net, at any time or in any
4 place or manner, or shall set any net or seine, weir
5 or other obstruction in said river, or in any part
6 thereof, with intent to take or destroy any shad or
7 alewives, he shall forfeit and pay twenty dollars for
8 each offence, to be recovered to the use of the county
9 in which the offence was committed, or by action of

10 debt, one half to the use of the person complaining,
11 and who shall give information that shall lead to the
12 prosecution and conviction of any person guilty of a
13 violation of the provisions of this Act, and the other
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half for the use of the town in which the offence
shall be committed.

Sect. 5. All laws heretofore passed relating to
the fishery and fishing in Palmer’s river within the
limits of the town of Eehoboth, are hereby repealed.

Sect. 6. This Act shall take effect from and after
its passage.

In Senate, March 13, 1552,

Passed to be engrossed.

Sent down for concurrence
F. H. UNDERWOOD. Clerk.


