
HOUSE....No. 140.

[Reported by the Second Committee on Towns.]

AN ACT
To incorporate the Williamstown and Hancock Railroad

Company.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same,

as follows:
1 Sect. 1. John M. Cole, Asahel Foote, Josiah A.
2 Mills, Enoch Hubbard, Jr., Silas 11. Gardner, and
3 Rufus E. Mason, their associates and successors, are
4 hereby made a corporation by the name of the Wil-
-5 liamstown and Hancock Railroad Company, with all
6 the powers and privileges, and subject to all the
7 duties, liabilities, and restrictions set forth in the

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
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8 forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in
9 that part of the thirty-ninth chapter thereof relating to

10 railroad corporations, and in all other general laws
11 which have been, or shall be hereafter passed, relative
12 to railroad corporations.

1 Sect. 2. Said company are empowered to locate,
2 construct, and maintain a railroad with one or more
3 tracks, from some convenient point on the north line
4 of Williamstown in the county of Berkshire, by the
5 most convenient route, in a southerly direction
6 through said town and the town of Hancock to the
7 west line of Hancock.

1 Sect. 3. Said company may contract with the
2 owners of any contiguous railroad leading into or
3 from either of the States of Vermont or New York,
4 for the use of the whole or any part thereof, or for
5 the running and operating the two railroads con-
-6 jointly, or for the leasing of such contiguous road, or
7 for the letting or hiring of their own road to the
8 owners of such contiguous road.

1 Sect. 4. The capital stock of said company shall
2 not exceed five thousand shares, the number of which
3 shall he determined from time to time by the directors
4 thereof; and no assessment thereon shall be laid
5 of a greater amount, in the whole, than one hundred
6 dollars on each share; and the said company may
7 purchase and hold such real and personal estate as

8 may be necessary for the purposes of their incorpo-
-9 ration.

1 Sect. 5. If the location of said road be not filed
2 within two years, and said railroad constructed within
3 five years from the passage of this act, then the same
4 shall be void.
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1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may authorize any rail-
-2 road company to enter, with their railroad, upon the
3 Williamstown and Hancock Railroad, on such terras
4 as may be agreed upon by said companies, or as may
5 be prescribed by the provisions of law.

1 Sect. 7. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of five years from the time when such railroad
3 shall be opened for use, from time to time, alter and
4 reduce the rate of toll, or profits, upon said road; but
5 said toll shall not be so reduced, without the consent
6 of said company, as to produce, with said profits, less
7 than ten per cent, per annum upon the investments
8 of the said company.

1 Sect. 8. The said company may, with their rail-
-2 road, unite with, enter upon, cross, and use the
3 railroad of the Troy and Greenfield Railroad Com-
-4 pany, in the town of Williamstown, on such terms as
5 may be agreed upon between the corporation hereby
6 created and the aforesaid company, or as may be
7 prescribed by law.

1 Sect. 9. The said corporation shall not commence
2 the construction of their road until a certificate shall
3 have been filed in the office of the secretary of the
4 Commonwealth, subscribed and sworn to by the
5 president and a majority of the directors thereof,
6 stating that all the stock named in their charter has
7 been subscribed for by responsible parties, and that
8 twenty per centum of the par value of each and every
9 share of the stock thereof has been actually paid into

10 the treasury of the company.

1 Sect. 10. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.




