
HOUSE....No. 141.

Auditor’s Office,
March 29, 1852. 5

Hon. N. P. Banks, Jr.,
Speaker of the House of Representatives :

Sir,—ln obedience to an order of the House of Representa-
tives, dated 26th inst., and received this day, in relation to a
certificate or bond of the State of Rhode Island, I have the
honor to reply, that I have made an examination of the books
in the office of the treasurer of the Commonwealth, and there
find recorded a certificate as above, dated June 18, 1798, num-
bered 229, and signed by Henry Sherburne, treasurer of Rhode
Island, payable to Pcleg Coffin, treasurer of Massachusetts, for
the sum of $125 81, with interest at 4 per cent, per annum.

The time when the interest was to commence does not
appear from the record, though it is known that other similar
bonds bear interest from January 1, 1795.

On the schedule of property transferred from treasurer Coffin
to his successor in 1802, there is a note that this certificate is
the proceeds of old emission money of Rhode Island, funded
as per resolve of March 2, 1798.

This old emission money, so called, was issued by the
various States during the war of the Revolution, and means
were subsequently provided for its payment (at least in part)
by the general government.

eommontotaltlj of iffassacljusrtts.



2 [Mar., ’52.]RHODE ISLAND.

It appears by the resolve referred to that Massachusetts had,
at the date of its passage, about £574 of this description of
bills, but it does not appear what proportion was issued by
Rhode Island.

The certificate in question is recorded on the schedule of
each successive treasurer up to that of Nahum Mitchell, in
1822, where it appears with a mark against it, indicating that
it was, with other papers of similar character, put into the
hands of the commissioners appointed to settle between the
two States, at the time of the separation of Maine from Massa-
chusetts.

A subsequent note states, that all the papers so marked were,
with the exception of this and the note of one Hazletine,
returned to the treasury for safe keeping, they being adjudged
of no value for the purposes of decision.

From not finding any record of the certificate on the sche-
dule following the one above-mentioned, it was concluded
when its non-payment became known last year, that it must
have been transferred to the State of Maine.

I accordingly addressed the treasurer of that State, and
learned from him that it had never been in his office or on his
books.

It is supposed, therefore, that it must be lost or mislaid, as
we have not been able to discover any trace of it since 1822,
nor evidence of its payment. On the contrary, the certifi-
cate of the treasurer of Rhode Island, recently obtained, goes
to show that no payment has been made, and that, therefore,
the Commonwealth has a just claim for the principal and
interest, amounting now to about four hundred dollars.

All which is respectfully submitted.
DAVID WILDER, Jr., Auditor .


