
House of Representatives, April 17, 1852.
The Joint Standing Committee on Education, to which was

recommitted a bill concerning the Attendance of Children atSchool, have considered the same, and report the same in anew draft.
For the Committee

WILLIAM ASPINWALL.

HOUSE....No. 194.
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CHILDREN AT SCHOOL. [April,>

AN ACT
Concerning the Attendance of Children at School.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Every person who shall have any child
2 under his control, between the ages of eight and four-
-3 teen years, shall send such child to some public school
4 within the town or city in which he resides, during
5 at least twelve weeks, if the public schools within
(i such town or city shall be so long kept, in each and
7 every year during which such child shall be under his
8 control, six weeks of which shall be consecutive.

1 Sect. 2. Every person who shall violate the pro-
-2 visions of the first section of this act shall forfeit, to

3 the use of such town or city, a sum not exceeding
4 twenty dollars, to be recovered by complaint or indict-
.~> ment.
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1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the school com-
-2 mittee in the several towns or cities to inquire into
3 all cases of violation of the first section of this act,
4 and to ascertain of the persons violating the same the
5 reasons, if any, for such violation, and shall report
6 such cases, together with such reasons, if any, to the
7 town or city in their annual report; but they shall
8 not report any cases such as are provided for by the
9 fourth section of this act.

1 Sect. 4. If. upon inquiry by the school committee,
2 it shall appear, or if upon the trial of any complaint
3 or indictment under this act, it shall appear that such
4 child has attended some school, not in the town or
5 city in which he resides, for the time required by this
6 act, or has been otherwise furnished with the means
7 of education for a like period of time, or has already
8 acquired those branches of learning which are taught
9 in common schools, or if it shall appear that his bod-

-10 ily or mental condition has been such as to prevent
11 his attendance at school, or his acquisition of learning
12 for such a period of time, or that the person having
13 the control of such child, is not able, by reason of
14 poverty, to send such child to school, or to furnish
15 him with the means of education, then such person
16 shall be held not to have violated the provisions of
17 this act.

1 Sect. 5. It shall be the duty of the treasurer of
2 the town or city to prosecute all violations of this act.




