
House of Representatives, April 20, 1852.

The Committee on Education, to which was referred tire
petition of John Batchelder and others, asking an appropriation
to supply all the principal grammar schools in the State with
a copy of Brown’s new grammar, have considered the same
and

The study of Grammar lies at the foundation of all progress
in learning. It is the study of the use and power of language.
And as language is the medium of thought, a knowledge of
the use and power of language is necessary in order either to
acquire or communicate thought. It is necessary to clearness
of conception, facility of utterance, and accuracy of impression.
Errors in grammar naturally engender errors in argument, and
errors in belief, throughout every department of human know-
ledge. The man then who makes improvements in grammar,
or who facilitates an acquaintance with grammar, lends valua-
ble aid towards the cultivation of every other field of learning.
And this we believe the author of the grammar before us has
done. His work is a large octavo volume of more than a
thousand pages, which carefully examines, and then, as Aaron’s
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serpent did those of the soothsayers, swallows up all the other
grammars of the English language. It is a work of uncommon
labor and persevering investigation, such as would be found
only in a person enthusiastically devoted to the study of
grammar. The author has indeed expended upon its prepara-
tion and improvement more than twenty years, or the best
part of his active life. And though we do not suppose he has
done all in this department that can be done, or that the work
may not be still farther improved, yet we do think it discusses
with good critical judgment all the topics usually embraced in
a work on English grammar, and, moreover, introduces some
new and important facts and principles. Its examples of
erroneous grammar are also very full, and happily illustrate the
principles discussed.

A grammar of this size and cost cannot be readily introduced
as a text-book into our common schools. It might be used by
the higher classes in our academies and normal schools. And
we think that every teacher of grammar would find this work
a thesaurus to which on doubtful questions he might refer
with profit to himself and his classes. This work may be said
to sustain the same relation to other grammars of the English
language that Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary does to other
dictionaries, and is perhaps nearly or quite as necessary as a
work of reference in the school-room for the teacher and the
more advanced scholars. And your committee would recom-
mend that the book be procured by the several towns or
districts in this Commonwealth, and that one copy be kept for
general use in each school. We think the book merits this
distinction and place. But in the present condition of the
school fund we do not think it expedient that this work be
done by the State, and therefore report that the petitioners
have leave to withdraw their petition.

For the Committee,

JAMES W. WARD.


