
In Senate, April 22, 1852.

The Joint Committee, to which was committed the construc-
tion of so much of the auditor’s report as relates to “ ship
fever cases,” have had the same under consideration, and
after a full hearing beg leave to make the following

That “ship fever” is not a contagious disease in any such
sense as to require treatment not necessary for the proper
management of most of the fevers of our country, and that no
extra charges should be brought against the Commonwealth
for cases of this disease.

DANIEL FISHER, Chairman.

Accepted.
Sent down for concurrence

F. 11. UNDERWOOD, Clerk.

In Senate, April 23, 1852.
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House of Representatives, April 24, 1852.

The undersigned, members of the Joint Special Committee, to
whom was referred, by an order of Feb. 13, so much of
the auditor’s report as relates to ship fever cases, with
instructions to enquire and report whether ship fever is con-
tagious, ask leave to submit the following

That the testimony before the committee established the
fact, iu their judgment, that ship fever is contagious ; but failed
to show that it is in all cases so dangerous to the public health
as to demand that persons sick with it should be or are
removed to hospitals devoted to them exclusively. The
malignity of its type is exceedingly variable. Sometimes, and
perhaps generally, it is so mild in form as not to be more dan-
gerous than common typhoid fever; and yet, occasionally, it is
so malignant as to make it exceedingly hazardous to all who
are concerned in the care of the patient, or breathe the atmos-
phere in the vicinity of the sick ones. At such times extra-
ordinary care and expense must be bestowed, or the public
health will be seriously endangered. To meet the equity of
the case, and define the duty of the auditor, the undersigned
move to strike out the concluding paragraph of the report of
the majority and substitute the accompanying resolve.

ALLEN PUTNAM,
S. F. PARCHER,
BAILEY LORING,
JOHN A. SHAW*

<£ommontoealt)j of

MINORITY REPORT:

* Not present at the hearing before the committee, but concurs in the opinions
expressed above.
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RESOLVE

Concerning Ship Fever.

Jlesolved, That whenever the overseers of the poor in any
town or city have heretofore provided, or shall hereafter pro-
vide, for the care of State paupers sick with ship fever, in a
building by themselves, and shall have taken care of them in
such building, the auditor shall allow all legally authenticated
charges made for their support: provided , however, that he
shall in no case allow at a higher rate than three dollars per
week for each patient.

Commoutotaiti) of

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Two.




