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The Joint Special Committee to whom was referred the
petition of Dutton & Wentworth, of Damrell & Moore, and
of George Coolidge, to be appointed State Printers, and the
remonstrance of C. H. Woodwell and 239 others, practical
printers, against the removal of Messrs. White & Potter,
present the following

REPORT:

Your committee have carefully considered the subject refer-
red to them, and have given all the parties in interest a patient
hearing. The present State Printers, Messrs. White & Potter,
were appointed about the first of March last, and have had the
office a little less than one year. They took the place of
Messrs. Dutton & Wentworth, who had held the office for
about twenty-five years. The testimony before the committee,
in behalf of Messrs. White & Potter, abundantly showed that
they were in every way competent and faithful, and that this
work had never been better done, or more promptly done, than
during the past year. The printing compared most favorably
with that of those who had previously done it, and some of
their work had elicited the merited compliment of those who
were best able to judge of their accuracy. It appeared, also,
that their efficiency and promptness had called forth special
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notices from time to time, from the press of this and neighbor-
ing cities of all political parties. There was also presented to
your committee a remonstrance signed by 239 practical
printers of the city, asking that Messrs. White & Potter might
not be removed ; and, so far as your committee could learn,
there was no fault to be found with them in any particular.

Your committee have also made a careful examination of the
labors of Messrs. Yhite & Potter, and desire to express their
conviction that the interests of the Commonwealth, in this
particular, were never better attended to.

Your committee also ascertained from Messrs. White & Pot-
ter, that their outlay of capital for this object, during the past
year, had been about $4,000, and that they had obligated them-
selves to hire an additional room, which they soon intended to
occupy, and which they had expressly contracted for, with a
view of doing the business of the State Printing with greater
facility and promptness; and they assured your committee that
if the printing was taken away from them, this room would be
useless to them, and that the result of the whole thing would
be to them a loss of about $4,000. It further was manifest to
your committee that the work was done by them at the lowest
paying price, and that it was only by doing the work for a long
time and laying it out for a series of years, that it could be
made to yield even a moderate profit; and that no one could
take the printing at present prices, for one year, and execute it,
without a serious loss. Under these circumstances, your com-
mittee are of the opinion, that to take the printing from Messrs.
White & Potter, when they have had it for so short a time, and
have done it so well, would be an act of great injustice to
them.

There were other considerations which influenced your com-
mittee, and seemed to them of great importance. Your com-
mittee are satisfied, after a careful consideration of the whole
merits of the case, that the true interests of the Commonwealth
require that this office should not be made a political one, sub-
ject to the yearly political changes of the government, and that
nothing but some incapacity or unfaithfulness on the part of
the incumbents, ought to induce the government to make a
change ; certainly not, until they have had the office long
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enough to derive some benefit from it. Your committee find,
moreover, that this has heretofore been the settled policy of this
Commonwealth. For about a quarter of a century, Messrs.
Dutton & Wentworth held this office, through administrations
of both of the great political parties.

And the reasons for this opinion of your committee are obvi-
ous. The very nature of this work requires that it should have
stability and permanency, and that those who do it should be
above all considerations of a political influence or nature.
They should have every inducement held out to them to do
this work accurately and well. They should be made to feel
that their continuance in the office depends on their own merits
and faithfulness, and then they will have an object to do their
work well, and to invest capital in the business for permanent
use. If they feel that the office is to be held by them subject
to political changes, and have no assurance that they can hold
it during another year, however well they may do their work,
their object and motive will be to make the most money out of
the office while they have it. All their interests are conse-
quently adverse to the interests of the government. The ex-
perience of other States, and the former experience of our
national government, whose printing was a disgrace to the
country, justifies your committee in saying that wherever this
office is made a political one, the expenses of the government
printing are always greater, and the work is always more poorly
done. With these views, }mur committee felt that they would
not be justified in recommending the removal of Messrs. White
&. Potter on political grounds.

It was urged before your committee that Messrs. Dutton &

Wentworth were removed last year upon political grounds alone.
Were this so, your committee would not feel justified in recom-
mending that they should, for that reason, be now restored.
Your committee feel bound to look at the state of things as
they now find them, and, finding men in the office every way
competent and faithful, and knowing of no pretence that these
men obtained the office by any fraud or unfairness on their
part, your committee do not think that they ought to bo removed,
because former incumbents of the office were removed on po-
litical grounds. But your committee are by no means satisfied
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that the removal of Messrs. Dutton & Wentworth was made on
political grounds. The report of the committee of the last
session, and an examination of the vote at that time, satisfies
them rather that the true reason of the then action of the leg-
islature was a prevalent feeling that Messrs. Dutton & Went-
worth had had the office quite long enough, and that they
ought to retire and give place to those who were younger and
equally capable. f

Nor do your committee believe that, upon political conside-
rations alone, Messrs. Dutton & Wentworth have any clearer or
stronger claims to be restored to this office than Messrs. White
& Potter have to retain it.

For the foregoing reasons, in part, your committee are of the
opinion that Messrs. White & Potter ought not to be removed,
and they recommend that the petitioners have leave to withdraw.

For the Committee,

STEPHEN SHEPLEY.


