
HOUSE.....No. 113.

House of Representatives, April 9, 1853.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred an
order to inquire whether any alterations are necessary or expe-
dient in the existing laws regulating the measurement of char-
coal, have considered the same, and report the accompanying
bill.

For the Committee,
S. F. PLIMPTON.

eommontocaltij of i^assiicljusttts.



[April,•2 MEASUREMENT OF CHARCOAL.

AN ACT
To Regulate the Measurement of Charcoal.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. From and after the first day of July next,
2 in the sale of charcoal, all baskets, tubs, or measures,
3 used in measuring the same, except as hereinafter pro-
-4 yided, shall be of a cylindrical form, and of the fol-
-5 lowing dimensions in the inside thereof, to wit: nine-
-6 teen inches in diameter in every part thereof, and
7 eighteen inches and one-tenth of an inch in depth,
8 measured from the highest part of the bottom thereof;
9 which basket, tub, or measure, shall be deemed to be

10 of the capacity of two bushels, and shall be filled level
11 full; and every such basket, tub, or measure, shall be
12 sealed by a sealer of the town or city in which the

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Three.

(fommontocaltJj of J&assartjttsttts.



31853.] HOUSE—No. 113.

13 person using the same, shall usually reside or do
14 business.

1 Sect. 2. It shall further be lawful in the sale of chai’-
2 coal, to measure the same in boxes or bins of thefollow-
-3 ing capacities, to wit:—Of five bushels, ten bushels,
4 twenty bushels, thirty bushels, forty bushels or fifty
5 bushels, such boxes or bins being first lawfully sealed as
6 aforesaid; and five thousand one hundred and thirty-two
7 cubic inches shall be deemed equal to two bushels, or
8 the level basket or tub described in the preceding
9 section.

1 Sect. 3. Every person who shall measure any char-
-2 coal sold or offered for sale, in any basket, tub, box,
3 bin, vessel or measure, other or of less dimensions
4 than herein described, for such measures respectively,
5 or not sealed as herein provided,—unless by special
6 agreement of the purchaser and seller, shall forfeit a
7 sum not exceeding one dollar for each amount of two
8 bushels of charcoal so measured or pretended to be
9 measured, one-half to the use of the city or town

10 where the offence shall be committed, and the other
11 half to the complainant; and such basket, tub, bin,
12 vessel or measure, shall be destroyed.

1 Sect. 4. The mayor and aldermen of any city, or
2 the selectmen of any town, shall appoint one or more
3 suitable persons, to seize and destroy all baskets, tubs,
4 boxes, bins, vessels, or measures, used for measuring
5 charcoal not in accordance with the provisions of this
6 act, and also to prosecute all persons who shall offend
7 against the said provisions.
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1 Sect. 5. All forfeitures mentioned in the preceding
2 sections of this act, may be recovered before any jus-
-3 tice of the peace or police court, and any interest
4 which the town or city where such justice may reside,
5 or in which such police court may be established, may
6 have in or in respect to such penalty or forfeiture,
7 shall not disqualify such justice or police court from
8 acting in cases arising under this act.

1 Sect. 6. All acts and parts of acts, inconsistent
2 with this act, are hereby repealed.


