
HOUSE....No. 6J.

House of Representatives March 2, 1854.

The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions, who were
instructed by the Order of the 25th ult., “ to inquire what
further legislation, if any, is needed, to complete the State
Lunatic Hospital at Taunton, and prepare it for the reception
of patients; and also what provision is required for the sup-
port of the same ”

; have considered the subject, and

That the Commissioners who were appointed under the Act
of the 24th of May, 1851, “authorizing the erection of a
Second Hospital for the Insane,” have transferred the build-
ing, as completed, to the trustees, appointed by the Act of
May 11, 1853, who are now furnishing it for the reception of
patients. It is understood that the whole of the appropriation
of $150,000 has been expended, and it is due to the Commis-
sioners to say, that, in the opinion of this committee, it has
been expended judiciously. Massachusetts has now another
Lunatic Hospital, which reflects upon her the highest honor,
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and which, in its architectural appearance, and the arrange-
ments of its interior for the purposes contemplated, will not
suffer by comparison with any similar institution in the United
States.

On taking possession of the building however, it is found,
—as might reasonably have been expected beforehand, from
the impossibility of foreseeing, when the contracts are made,
every particular which will be needed in a work of such vast
extent and variety of detail,—that many things of absblute
necessity remain to be supplied. Blinds are required for the
windows of the front, and for those of the chapel; the cupola
needs painting; gas pipes must be put in the chambers,
and laid for half a mile to bring gas to the building ; many
grates are to be furnished, and guards affixed to the windows ;

a ventilation is wanted /or the range ; several doors are to be
cut through brick work to communicate with the strong rooms;
much remains to be done in the engine-house, and on the well,
to afford a supply of pure water that shall be abundant and un-
failing ; a barn must be purchased or built; sheds and fences
erected, besides buildings for exercise and amusement; and a
burial ground and tomb should be provided.

Upon a careful estimate of the cost of supplying these neces-
sities, it is believed by the committee that an appropriation
will be required of $12,000.

But all which is necessary is not done when the building is
completed and furnished. Supplies must be purchased for
the subsistence of the inmates, and maintenance of the estab-
lishment, until some income shall be derived from the indi-
viduals, cities and towns, liable for the support of the patients,
or, on the failure of this dependence, from the Commonwealth.

For the attainment of the object specified above, the com-
mittee recommend the passage of the accompanying Bill.

Respectfully submitted,
In behalf of the Committee,

JAMES D.GREEN.
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Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The sum of twelve thousand dollars, in
2 addition to the sum granted by the Act of April, 27,
3 1853, chap. 19-5, is hereby appropriated, for the pur-
-4 pose of completing the State Lunatic Hospital, at
5 Taunton, and preparing the same for the reception of
6 patients;—said sum to be expended under the direc-
-7 tion of the trustees of said hospital.

1 Sect. 2. The sum of ten thousand dollars is here-
-2 by appropriated to furnish the institution with the

AN ACT
In further addition to an Act, authorizing the Erection of

a Second Hospital for the Insane.
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3 supplies necessary for its support, until the expense
4 of the same shall be defrayed from other sources, as
5 provided by law.

2 its passage.
1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and after


