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CommontotaUD ot

House op Representatives, May 1, 1856.

The Committee on Mercantile Affairs and Insurance, to
whom were referred the Act establishing a Harbor Master for
the ports of Boston and Charlestown, also, the Remonstrance
of John H. Pearson & Co. and others, against the passage of
said Act, have considered the same, and report the accom-
panying Bill.

For the Committee,

WILLIAM MIXTER.
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In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-
Six.

AN ACT
Establishing a Harbor Master for the Ports of Boston

and Charlestown.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

1 Sect. 1. The governor, with the advice and con-
-2 sent of the council, is hereby authorized to appoint
3 and commission a harbor master for the port of Bos-
-4 ton and Charlestown, who shall hold his office during
5 the term of three years, unless sooner removed by the
6 governor and council.

1 Sect. 2. The said harbor master, before entering
2 upon the duties of his office, shall execute to the
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3 treasurer of the Commonwealth a bond, in the penal
4 sum of twenty-five hundred dollars, with two sureties
5 satisfactory to the said treasurer, for the faithful per-
-6 formance of the duties of his office.

1 Sect. 3. It shall be the duty of the said harbor
2 master, to superintend and enforce the execution of
8 all the laws of the Commonwealth, and any ordi-
-4 nances of the city of Boston relating in any way to
5 Boston Harbor, and to exercise all the rights and
6 powers now vested in the harbor master appointed by
7 the city council of the city of Boston.

1 Sect. 4. The said harbor master shall have power
2 to demand and receive, from and after the first day of
3 July next, from the master, owner, or consignee of
4 every vessel entering the harbor of Boston, the fol-
-5 lowing sums, to wit: four dollars for every vessel of
6 one thousand tons and upwards; three dollars for
7 every vessel from five hundred tons to one thousand
8 tons; two dollars for every vessel from three hundred
9 tons to five hundred tons; one dollar for every vessel

10 from fifty tons to three hundred tons: provided, how-
-11 ever, that no vessel shall be held to make more than
12 one such payment in any one year. And the said
13 harbor master may recover the sums aforesaid, of the
14 owner, master or consignee, or either of them, by
15 action before any court of competent jurisdiction.

1 Sect. 5. The said harbor master shall receive an
2 annual salary of fifteen hundred dollars, which shall
3 be in full for his services. And he shall have power,
4 with the consent of the governor and council, to
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5 appoint a clerk and one or more deputies, whose com-
-6 pensation shall be fixed by the governor and council.

1 Sect. 6. The amount collected as above, shall be
2 applied to the payment of the salaries of the harbor
3 master, his clerk and deputies, and to defray all
4 charges and expenses necessary for the preservation
5 and safety of the harbor and vessels lying therein,
6 and removing obstructions from the harbor, including
7 the cutting of channels through the ice when
8 required ; and the surplus, if any, shall be paid into
9 the treasury of the Commonwealth. And the said

10 harbor master shall keep an account of his receipts
11 and expenditures, and make return thereof annually,
12 in the month of January, to the governor and coun-
-13 cil.

1 Sect. 7. All acts inconsistent herewith, are hereby
2 repealed.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.


