
HOUSE....No. 2CB.

House of Representatives, May 1, 1856.

The Committee on Public Buildings, in discharge of the duties
imposed upon them, have the honor to submit the following

They have made a careful examination of the State House
with reference to the probable amount of the appropriation
which will be required to meet the expenses consequent upon
the repairs and alterations required in and about the building
necessary to be done, as well as to those alterations required
by the Order of the present legislature, relative to the new
rooms for the Speaker and Clerk of the House, and for the
State Board of Agriculture.

They find that many repairs have become necessary, if not
indispensable, to the preservation of the original structure ;

and that more room is wanted for the better convenience of
the officers and members of the legislature. The duties of the
Speaker and Clerk of the House are such as to require that
suitable rooms should be assigned to each of them, contiguous

&ommonteJCfiU!j of iHssgacljugttts*

REPORT:



[May,2 RESOLVE.

to their respective desks, where the records, journals, and other
business necessary to facilitate legislation, may be prepared,
undisturbed by the meeting of a committee, or the conversa-
tion of persons in the same room. It is also desirable that
such rooms may be constructed so that those who occupy them
can communicate with the several departments more directly
than through the hall. The structure happily admits of these
facilities, by the erection of a room on each side of the Repre-
sentatives’ Hall, and directly in the rear of it, between (he hall
and the enlargement. The lobbies, now only blank spaces in
the corners of the hall, will form a direct entrance to the new
rooms, through the hall, and a continuation of the galleries in
the area will give a communication to the corridors beyond,
and also to the committee rooms. The walls on each'side of
the proposed new rooms, and those under them, make, the pro-
ject an easy one, and by their position, each side of the width
of the “ Hall,” it does not interrupt the passage of light and
air to the hall, and seems to be the only practicable method of
accomplishing the object, and at the same time, facilitating
the business of the legislature.

The roof over the statue must be repaired. The weight of
ice and snow upon it during the last season, has caused it to
settle and leak. Should the new rooms for the Speaker and
Clerk be built, the repair of the roof will cost less, and also
assist to carry off the water which falls on it, and to divide
the weight of snow and ice which may hereafter become col-
lected thereupon.

The gutters on the original building are very much decayed,
and need to be thoroughly repaired. The only practical method
of repairing them, is to introduce new ones, either of copper or
of iron : if iron is used, and the cornice is made to correspond
with that on the enlargement, it will cost a large sum of money;
if copper is used, and the wood cornice under it allowed to
remain as it is, it will cost less, but the wood-work will require
in a few years to be thoroughly repaired, if not. to be replaced
anew. In any event, the alteration is such as to cause the re-
painting of the exterior of the building, and as the expenses
necessary to be met to repair other portions of the structure,
and to make the alterations already required by the legislature,
are large, and as the gutters, as they now are, may not cause
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any groat damage to (he interior of the building for another
season, your Committee leave the suggestion for your action,
without further comment.

The Auditor has been occupying his private room, as such,
and also as a business room, at a great disadvantage. It is a
matter perfectly understood, that the room now occupied by
the Secretary of the Board of Education, is to be divided into
two rooms: one for the Auditor, for a business room; the other
for a watchman’s room. In order to accomplish this, the floor-
ing, boarding, ceiling, &c., will, of necessity, have to be dis-
turbed, and a new partition erected.

The Order of the legislature of the present season having
been complied with, by giving to the Secretary of State the
west room of the first floor of the enlargement, the room
which was appropriated to, and occupied by, the Board of
Agriculture, a compromise was effected with this latter depart-
ment, by giving to them the room now occupied as the library
room.

In order to reach and communicate with this room, in con-
nection with the rooms and corridors used by the Clerk of the
Board, it is proposed to extend the corridor of the first story,
by cutting through the wall at present forming the end of the
corridor,-and thereby making a direct communication from
Mount Vernon Street. By so doing, a great object is gained,,
and a basement room of the original building made convenient
of access, at a comparatively trifling expense. In fact, the
position of the water closets, built at great expense, the area,
and the main support of the east side of the enlargement in
the basement story, seems to forbid any other method of com-
munication to the room.

A new entrance from the east side of Mount Vernon Street,
directly to the arcade, on front of the building, is required, for
the greater convenience of those who enter the building from
Beacon Street, or the south side; and the main entrance from
Beacon Street needs repairs of steps.

The cartway entrance from Beacon Street, adjoining Han-
cock Avenue, it is advisable to close, and the passageway and
fences bounding it repaired. This it is advisable to do by the
removal of a portion of the fence, now almost removed, and
by covering the passageway wi.h grass.
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The west entrance to the basement story is unfinished, and
needs trilling repairs of ground and fences.

The fountains are useless and unornamental, as at present
constructed : they are seldom used, and it is difficult to obtain
water for them when wanted for use. We therefore recom-
mend their removal and, in lieu thereof, suitable jets which the
water will allow of playing, or of statues, as, in the judgment
of the committee, hereafter, it may be found for the best inter-
est of the Commonwealth.

The exhibition room of the Board of Agriculture requires
for its completion for use, the erection of tables, cabinet cases,
and furniture, and the new room some repairs and adaptations
for use.

The general or incidental repairs tofurnaces in old building—-
whitewashing, painting, and other repairs of walls and parti-
tions, have been carefully noted, and, as is usual in any large
and somewhat inconvenient building, as this, there are many

)

and they increase in amount every year.
It is made a part of the duty of the Committee to report to

the Auditor an estimate of the necessary expenses to complete
the alterations and repairs necessary, and this duty has been
complied with, and a copy, in detail, with figures, is hereto
annexed.

Boston, March 29, 1556.
To Hon. C. 11. Ransom, State Auditor:—

In accordance with the Order of the legislature that this
Committee report to you the amount of money which will be
required for matters which they have in charge, we, the Com-
mittee on Public Buildings, submit the following estimate, in
detail:—

The alteration proposed to complete the arrangements re-
quired for the occupancy of the Auditor’s room and (he Watch-
man’s room, will require a new partition, and an entire plaster-
ing of room, and with painting, removal, and filling in of
flooring, &c., will cost ......$750 00
Carpets, sink, &c., for do., ..... 150 00

$9OO 00
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The rooms in rear of the Representatives’
Hall, for the Speaker of the House, and
for the Clerk of the House, will cost . $950 00

The new lobbies in corner of Representa-
tives’ Hall, for the Speaker of House and
Clerk, now well lighted, but only a space, $250 00

Furniture for each room above,. . . 450 00
$1,650 00

The roof over the statue must be repaired, owing
to the weight of ice and snow upon it, which
has caused it to settle, and will cost . . . 550 00

The galleries to communicate with Senate Cham-
ber and rear rooms, and with exterior, without
being obliged to pass into said rooms through
the “Hair,” 325 00

Removal of fence, grading and repairing of fence
in Hancock Avenue cartway, .... 800 00

Removal of fountains, and work on statues, or jets
in lieu thereof, 1,500 00

New entrance on Mount Vernon Street,
extended, ......$1,069 74

Masonry for do., ..... 700 00
1,769 74

New room for the Board of Agriculture, as required
to meet t he Order accepted by the legislature, and
for fitting and finishing of corridors connected
therewith, cutting out windows, arches, &c., . 1,823 00

Board of Agriculture, for tables, cabinet cases, fur-
niture, &c., for the exhibition room, furniture for
the new rooms for the Board, . . . . 3,000 00

The repairs of copper gutters, together with carpen-
try, masonry, and painting for do., are required,
but may answer for, say twelve months, and will
cost, when completed, of copper and wood, . 2,800 00

If of iron, with an iron finish, say . $lO,OOO 00
The roof over area, if of glass and

iron, will cost .... 13,000 00

$23,000 00
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These two latter items we leave to the legisla-
ture'to decide upon, as to the fact of their being
required this year, without an expression of opinion.

The alteration of the Secretary of State’s room,
fitting of new rooms and furniture; whitewash-
ing, painting, repairing of rooms, walls, and other
incidental repairs to furnaces, &c.,&c., necessary
to be performed in the various rooms for the de-
partments; —and in the cellar;—and for alteration
of the coat and cloak room, will cost. . . $8,942 00

The heating apparatus must, be enlarged and thor-
oughly refitted, and another new fire apparatus
and boiler added, which will cost . . . 2,548 00

Gas stoves, fixtures, and articles of furniture, and
for stock, iron-work, hardware, carpentry for the
Secretary’s Office, Council Chamber, Adjutant’s
Office, the Senate, House, and for various repairs
rendered necessary, from time to time,—total
amount, per estimate, and bills rendered, . . 3,323 00

Total, $29,930 74

Respectfully submitted

E. A. Vose, Chairman.

The Committee accordingly recommend the passage of the
accompanying Resolve.

E. A. VOSE, Chairman.

the Committee on Public Buildings,
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RESOLVE

For Repairs and Alterations on State House.

Resolved , That the sum of twenty-nine thousand nine hun-
dred and thirty dollars and seventy-four cents, be appropriated
for making the necessary repairs and alterations upon and
about the State House, and for the purchase of necessary
articles of furniture for the various Departments of State, and
that the same be expended by the Committee on Public Build-
ings and the Sergeant-at-Arms, jointly.

CotnmonUKaUlj of Jltassacljusetts.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty-Six,




